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Ramblings at 9k by Skip Testut

I

don’t know about your location,
but here in Ithaca it’s currently in
the mid-20s with gray, overcast,
dismal, winter skies. There’s absolutely
no color to be found anywhere within
eyesight unless you’re a physicist, like
Ed Olendor, and insist that black and
white are colors. They’re not, even if
Ed says so. Take my word for it. Like
movies reality is either in color or
black and white. You can’t have it both
ways. Even the hundreds of diving
ducks off of our dock seem to be black
and white though not in an attractive
way. At least with penguins and killer
whales black and white is pretty and
the shading distinct. With our ducks
it’s more like the black and white you
find on an Upstate NY car driven in
winter and covered with dirt, salt, and
who knows what else. The only way
vehicle color is determined in Upstate
New York in February is by reading the
car’s registration. It’s hard to believe
that just a short time ago Mike and Tom
Ballog, my daughter, Jessie, and I were
in Daytona at the track in the 70s with
sunshine, blue skies, and genuine, true
color... and lots of beautiful cars and
every shade of ROY G BIV imaginable
(That’s physicist talk for a rainbow of
colors; Ask Ed).
It wasn’t just the weather, though,
as the race, itself was fantastic and
spending time with the gang made
it even more special. We left on the
Wednesday morning preceding race
weekend, the crew this year being
similar to that of a year ago. This time,
however, we were without Dave Smith,
replacing him with Tom Ballog, Mike
and Kathy’s 17-year old son. It’s not
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that Dave wasn’t a boon companion, he
was and is, but blood was deemed more
important this year and Tom was keen
on getting to experience the Rolex 24
Hours of Daytona. I have to admit that
it’d been years since I’ve been around
a 17-year-old male for an extended
period, but it all came back. Don’t
get me wrong, Tom’s a great kid and
normal... FOR HIS AGE, but he loves
Saturns. Fer crying out loud, Mike,
what kinda drugs did you experiment
with in your youth!? I’ve never met
anyone who liked Saturns, at least not
since the dealerships stopped giving
away free donuts with every service,
but Tom not only liked Saturns, he
breathed Saturns. He could describe
every model, every feature, every
strength and every weakness. Rare
skill, that. I shouldn’t pick on Tom.
He’ll be graduating high school this
year and headed into the Army. I’ll let
the Army pick on him. Saturn, indeed...
I don’t think even Carol, she of truck
driving fame, ever had a Saturn.
We made Savannah late Wednesday
night and slept-in Thursday to await
Jessie’s release from work. We spent
the day by driving around Savannah,
visiting various sites, and both
sampling and buying freshly made
pralines along Savannah’s historic
Riverfront. There are some 2011
Porsche Parade publicity photos in this
edition’s Zone 1 and National PCA
section that might help you to visualize
where we were. Let’s just say that they
don’t do Savannah justice even though
they’re great photos. Anyway, Jessie
finished up work and we were on the
road, again, arriving at Daytona in the
late evening, setting up camp in the
dark before heading out for supper at
March/April 2011

an Outback. It was probably the last
and best meal of the weekend, although
Mike still insists that Hooters is the best
(I can only assume he’s referring to the
restaurant chain).
As for the race, I don’t think I’ve ever
walked as much as we did that weekend.
We were camped on the infield and
the only way to the grandstands or
anywhere in the speedway, for that
matter, was to tromp to the far ends of
the track on the far side of the infield.
I wish I had had a pedometer, but then
again, maybe not. Even more amazing
was that Jessie had signed up for a 5K
Fun Run held on the track at 7 AM
Saturday morning. I don’t know about
you, but there’s a lot of contradiction
in the idea of a 5K run and having fun.
Like Bill Kohnke I’ve owned cars that
couldn’t make it that far and assume
that that’s why cars were invented in
the first place. All I know is that all of
us survived the walking, Jessie loved
the fun run, and no permanent damage
appeared to result. Tom and Mike might
feel differently.
50,000 fans showed up Saturday, all but
a hundred or so remaining in the infield
- the grandstands were all but vacant.
There were even more fans Sunday and
many, including Jessie and I, went to the
grandstands for at least part of the race.
Regardless of where one stood, the view
was great, the racing was exciting and a
good time was had by all. We managed
to get over to the PCA hospitality tent
a few times, but didn’t see anyone we
knew or even recognized. Mike, Jessie,
and I thumbed through the registration
sign-in hoping to see familiar names,
but only Dave Bates had signed in and
we never saw him, so maybe he paid
someone to sign in for him. Dave’s like
The Redline Report

that you know. It has to do with being
from Massena. I think most of the folks
there at the PCA Hospitality Tent were
from Florida regions. Still, it was very
inviting and a great place to hang out
and watch TV coverage of the event,
not to mention look at Porsches of
every stripe including the new Boxster
RS. There was also an “exclusive”
Porsche hospitality site to cater to those
wanting more isolation and respect, the
latter being something one never gets
from the CNY staff! Mike told me
that the more exclusive site offered a
3-meal/day plan served on real china
at scheduled times and by properly
attired, uniformed servers. I’m not
saying it wouldn’t be worthwhile, but
the feel would be like having dined at a
4-star restaurant while on the grounds
at Woodstock. Besides, the neighbors
surrounding our campsite insisted that
we eat their food, all of which was truly
outstanding, and join in their revelry,
two things I would have hated to miss.
Of course, that’s a personal choice and
I have to realize that there are folks
out there who like Pontiac Aztecs not
to mention Ramblers and have been
trying to compensate for it ever since
(If that doesn’t get a letter to the editor
from Jan King, nothing will).
Needless to say I didn’t watch the entire
24 hours of the race, but I did watch
it from the start at 3:30PM Saturday
to about 10 PM, then awoke at 7AM,
Sunday morning, to watch and listen
until the race ended at 3:30 Sunday
afternoon. Jessie told me that she
awoke at 3AM Sunday and decided to
crawl out of the sleeping bag and watch
a few hours of racing. She told me that
it’s really interesting at that time of day,
but I’ll have to take her word for it. The
March/April 2011
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important thing is that Mike and Tom, Jessie and I had a fabulous time and hope
to return next year. There are rumors that Kathy, Gay Lynn and Cathy Alberson
want in on the fun next year and I hope they’ll join us. Who knows??! Maybe
Dave Smith and Lisa Keogh will join us, too. After all, there are sufficient salt and
vinegar potato chips and Genesee Cream Ale for everyone and Saturns, aplenty.

Above: The Happy Campers (L-->R) Tom, Skip, Mike, and Jessie.
Below: “Redneck Tower” in Turn 4. Photos courtesy of Mike Ballog.
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Letters to the Editor
A Personal Lament
Dear Editor,
Greetings from sunny and warm
Bangkok.
I am too busy meeting people, eating
delicious Thai food, soaking in the
rays, swimming in the blue ocean,
enjoying very, very fresh sea food,
getting used again to all that pampering,
etc. to find time to put on my writing/
thinking cap. I have no doubt that my
adoring fans (you, Connie Turco, and
Mike Darminio) will be disappointed
not to read my usual pithy column
[Mike’s still too confused about
“avatars” to notice the change
in Tech Tactics. Ed.].
My only thought about Porsche and
PCA is the lamentable state of affairs
of our Zone One. I speak of the new
Techtactics, which is no longer a Zone
One undertaking but a PCA national
event. I was not aware of this until
receiving the announcement from
National. Perhaps our president can
tell us why this is so and how the
mother of Porsche technical meetings
bit the dust.
Being old(er) now and set in my habits,
I will miss the annual trek to our Zone
One Techtactics, which to some of
us from the north country marks the
hope for an early spring. As a Zone
One event, all of the presidents of the
various regions in Zone One used to
take pride in ownership and did their
The Redline Report

best to support the event. Under
my watch, I have encouraged CNY
members to attend Techtactics and
have usually brought several new
attendees along. For many years Skip
and I have traveled through snow, sleet
and rain to Springfield for the annual
Porsche love fest, even though Skip is
in-between Porsches, and I still cling
to my vintage Porsches not having
yet found a new model that stirs my
emotions. But I somehow felt a sense
of obligation and loyalty to our Zone.
But now that it is a national event, my
enthusiasm for Techtactics has waned.
I half-heartedly asked Skip if he wanted
to go and I was relieved when he said
that he saw no reason to do so.
Perhaps this sense of ennui comes
from being retired. But I don’t think
so. PCA to me has to be more personal
and especially more local to retain my
usual enthusiasm. If Techtactics is the
first to go national, would the Zone
One Concours and Rally, the Zone
One Autocross, and the Zone One Club
Race follow?
PPP Thak

Bill demands a rematch!
Hi all,
Just thought I’d fire off a quick note, a
Mrs. Murphy report.
I guess Mrs. Murphy did earn the Bent
Valve Award.   When the transmission
jammed at The Glen, she also blew the
flywheel seal. Since I normally only
had 30-35 pounds oil pressure at 5000
rpm (long story), having absolutely
March/April 2011
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NO oil pressure may have taken out 3
of the main bearings, a couple of rod
bearings, the crankshaft (definitely),
and I think the cam.
I was only sitting just off the track with
the engine running and trying to get her
to shift for 8 minutes or so. Now I’m
going to need a crankshaft, oil pump
and probably an updated 2.4L case to
bring that engine back to life. No, I’m
not going back to Motor Meister, don’t
ask.
Darn. I killed the whole thing... again.
I went out searching for a replacement
engine with X-mas to mid-January in
mind. It’s amazing that in that time
frame people are willing to dicker a
little more than in the spring. Yep, I
used to be a used car salesman, Fords
no less (In rehab now for that).
I scored a ‘81 3.0 SC complete engine
with no broken head studs (yet) or
collapsed chains. It even turns over. But
being cheap, strike that, I was frugal. I
was able to pick the entire engine up
for only $2000.00.
Yeah, I know that $2000.00 is usually
my entire repair budget for 3 or 4
years with tires even, but I thought I’d
step up and pay the big bucks at least
once.  No warranty, though. The seller
said that if it won’t run like new, I’m on
my own. I guess I could recover some
of the costs just selling the alternator &
11-blade fan.
Now the hard part: Time to pop this
find into Murphy and see if I got my
money’s worth. We’ll see what I ended
up with. It could be another grenade (is
there a limit on just how many times
one can get the bent valve award?).
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Off to Niagara DE in May. We’ll see
what we have. Running as # 26 in the
red group.
Ah yes, one might not want to follow
too closely for the first 2 or 3 laps. Not
that anyone follows me for long unless
I’m in the way. Or Mike D for that
matter (Hi, Mike).
Ya just gotta just love tracking
914s. They are an entire other
dimension of the Porsche experience
that few get (or want) to experience.
I have heard the rumor that most
Porsche owners drive to the Driver
Education events and with no fuss at
all simply scoot home afterwards as
reliable daily drivers. I need to talk to
Mrs Murphy about that.
Bill Kohnke
P.S. (i.e., “Porsche Schreiben”): Oh yes,
“Red,” my 944, says he’s coming to the
Niagra DE, also. I need to expand my
traveling spares inventory. We’ll see.
In water-cooled cars one of
the “fixes” we talk about is
unscrewing the radiator cap and
driving a new car underneath.
I’m not sure what one does
with an air-cooled car like Mrs.
Murphy?!?

The Case for Timers
To all CNY members,
The last several annual meetings our
Treasurer has provided the membership
March/April 2011

with an annual statement. A job well
done and much appreciated I might
add. When we did the DE with Hudson
Champlain we were holding our breath
to see if we were going to lose the farm
by sponsoring a DE. Suffice it to say
the region did not suffer a loss but in
fact added roughly a $1,000 to our
coffers with the DE effort.

Just to Repeat Ourselves:
We’re on Facebook!!

As a Treasurer for the Boy Scouts, the
Church, etc, yada, yada, I understand
the need for a prudent reserve. We have
had this surplus in our treasury for
years. I am making an ad hoc motion
to spend some of this money on a set of
timers for the autocross program.

For those of you who are not aware
of Facebook, it is a social utility that
connects people with friends and others
who work, study and live around them.
People use Facebook to keep up with
friends.

There were 2 outcomes last year that
were affected by the limitations of our
hand held timing committee. Would
you trust Mike Darminio with a shaky
hand on your stopwatch? Of course
not! He does know how to operate one,
so that does speak to his lineage as a
timer going back to sun dials, but that
is another issue.

The Central New York Porsche Club
now has a Facebook Group Page. You
can search for it under Central New
York Porsche Club of America. It’s a
great place to get the latest CNY PCA
News and Events.

Membership is free at www.
Facebook.com. You can post photo
and connect with your other CNY
PCA friends there. The email address
for any questions is cnypca@groups.
facebook.com.
Come join your friends.
Lee Goodman

Several of us are searching sources for
used equipment but they don’t seem
to come up that often. New ones can
be as expensive as $2,500. We don’t
need timers that will do 8 cars at one
time. We do need a set of timers that
will advance the region into the 21st
century.
Timers include the lights to start and
stop the time, the cables (wireless exist
but add another $500) to the lights, and
the box (the timer itself) to capture the
times.
Wayne Kunkel
CNY Autocross Chair
The Redline Report

March/April 2011

9

Lady at the Wheel By Joyce Gladle, President-CNY PCA
Oh, Lord won’t you give me
A clear, sunny day
My friends all drive Porsches
We can’t get away!!
Pretty lame, huh?? Not quite Janis Joplin, but then I can’t sing either! Speaking
of Janis, Chuck and I and the rest of our 356 Registry buddies that attended the
2010 East Coast Holiday, saw the famed and oft-photographed, psychedelically
painted 356 that belonged to Janis. It was on display at the Rock ‘n Roll Hall of
Fame in Cleveland, Ohio. It was wild—to say the least.
But I digress—back to our CNY circumstances, summed up in one word – snow!!
I think one and all would agree—we have had just about enough!! Being one to
enjoy the “diversity of seasons” in upstate New York, I have deduced that these
shut-in snow days can be put to good use.
To that end, the hearty of CNY gathered on January 30 at home of one of the most
hospitable couples in CNY—Connie and Steve Turco. It was absolutely beautiful
there—looking out at the gently flowing river through the… snow!! Actually it
was very pretty. What I like to call a “Christmas Day snow fall.”
Inside, however, the mood was very merry (another one-I’m packing for
Nashville). We all enjoyed lots of appetizers and then a yummy buffet complete
with great desserts. Porsche-talk abounded and there was a clear excitement about
the coming driving season.
When we finally settled down to business, the group collectively prepared a very
diverse and interesting year of Porsche events for our entertainment. Our new
Secretary, Cathy Alberson, has outlined the year’s calendar in this issue, so be
sure to check it out. I can assure you that again in 2011 there will literally be
“something for everyone” in the way of CNY PCA events.
For those of you who join us regularly, please continue to do so. We enjoy your
company and admire your Porsches. For those of you who join us once in a while,
please come more often. And if you have not joined us in the past, you really are
missing a lot of fun. We have heard many reasons why folks hesitate to come to
an event. I can’t imagine any that would actually be valid. Our members and their
families are diverse—I promise you will have a lot in common with one or all
of us. Don’t worry about a thing—just fire up that P-car and come out and have
some fun with your CNY friends.
Remember, it’s not just the cars, it’s the people!!!
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CNY-PCA Willkommen Wagen
By Connie Turco, Membership Chair

Total Number of Members: 519 (295 full and 224 affiliates)
We have 2 newly transferred members:
Donal Fitterer, Ithaca, 2008 911 Turbo Silver (Northeast Region)
Thomas Leonardi, Long Lake, 2011 911 Basalt (Connecticut
						
Valley Region)
We have 3 new members:
Eugene Camerota, Brewerton, 2003 996 Silver
Larry Cornwell, Binghamton, 1988 924S Black
John Glass, Cazenovia, 1982 911SC and 1990 911
ANNIVERSARIES:
45 YEARS (1966): January:  
30 YEARS (1981): February:
25 YEARS (1986): March:  
20 YEARS (1991): January:
10 YEARS (2001):   March:  
5 YEARS (2006):   January:  
                                                  
                                               
                                               
                                                 
                                 February:
                                March:  
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Mabel Jennings
Paul Karaz
Klaus Beyenbach
Bernard & Todd Beaudoin
Gene Raymondi
Lee & Cindy Goodman
John Lernihan
David Long
Mike Mollura
Jill Vasina
Jeff & Linda Dafoe
Elisa Evett
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remark may well hold true for many
others, too.

The book that did it all

Purdy was a successful editor and freelance writer whose work appeared
frequently in magazines such as True,
Atlantic Monthly, and Playboy. While
he wrote fiction, and nonfiction on
a number of subjects, his favorite
topic was automobiles and the people
associated with them, and for which he
seemed to reserve his most compelling
statements, his most colorful images.
First published in 1949 and then
updated and expanded during five
more printings through 1961, Kings is
basically an assemblage of magazine
articles written for the aforementioned
journals, a loose mosaic of names,
places, and events that were probably
new to most Americans of the ‘50s.
While for today’s readers Porsche
seems conspicuous by its absence, in
fairness to Purdy the marque was in its
infancy when the book was conceived.
My copy does contain a photo of a
Porsche along with a complimentary
caption; a 1964 issue of Playboy bore
a lengthy treatise on the marque by
Purdy, who became a huge Porsche
aficionado during the last decade of his
life, and his glowing praise was duly
incorporated in Porsche of America’s
advertising copy of that time.

By Bob Graham

Let us consider the fabulous Bugatti,
prince of motors. Imagine a stringstraight, poplar-lined Route Nationale
in France on a summer’s day. That
growing dot in the middle distance
is a sky-blue Bugatti coupe, rasping
down from Paris to Nice at 110 miles
an hour.
That impossibly romantic, evocative
paragraph serves to introduce a chapter
devoted to the Bugatti marque in the
late Ken Purdy’s classic automobile
book, The Kings of the Road. For an
impressionable young man reading
those words back in 1960, the words
opened a door to a new world of
automotive enthusiasm. As indicated,
I soon learned about the quirky, but
ultimately peerless Bugatti, and the
feudal enclave over which Ettore
Bugatti, its patron, reigned. About the
Alfa-Romeo (according to Purdy, only
Alfa owners were accorded near-equal
treatment by Thirty-second Degree
Bugattistes). About the MercedesBenz, and the ferocious 646-hp W125
that mid-‘30s Grand Prix racing. About
Hispano-Suizas and Isotta Fraschinis.
About the Ferrari. About unforgettable
characters like Alfred Neubauer and
Tazio Nuvolari. And, sandwiching the
discussions of these noble marques,
a rational discussion of why most
American cars of the ‘40s and ‘50s
were unworthy of comparison to them.
Strong prose, it made for a book that
I devoured rather than merely read.
It’s probably accurate to say that my
life hasn’t been quite the same since
that day I first discovered it, and that
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Purdy had a gift for engaging the reader
with surprising revelations and thoughtprovoking comparisons. Are Bugattis
(he asked rhetorically), “...dead silent,
smooth riding as mobile feather beds,
quick to start in the blackness of zero
mornings, so easy to drive that a child
can manage them? They are not! Most
Bugattis are noisy in every way a car
can be noisy, plus a few ways peculiar
to themselves; when the temperature
March/April 2011

slips to the area of 30F many of them are seized with a stubborn reluctance to fire
at all... some of the most worshipped earlier models would jar the back teeth out
of a clothing store dummy...” But, he says, “To the man who owns a Bugatti and
becomes its willing slave, none of these things matter. Though his children go
shoeless, the car will have English castor oil if that is what it requires... the prime
cliché of Bugdom is, ‘There’s nothing like a Bugatti, and there never will be.’”
To illustrate the astounding acceleration of the Mercedes-Benz W125, he proposes
that on a mythical five-mile straight, you pass a parked white car at 100 mph and
maintain that speed. “...well before you’ve covered a[nother] mile, you hear a
brutal scream, a roar that sears your eardrums, a whoosh, and the white car has
passed you. Another quarter of a mile and he’s out of sight.” He opines that the
performance of a later M-B racing car was such that an average driver finding
himself behind the wheel “would go off the road 50 yards from the starting line.”
With purple comparisons such as these Purdy placed the cars of which he sang in
terms the layman could appreciate.
Regrettably, Purdy’s presence on the automotive stage was cut short in 1972, when
(believing he had a terminal illness and dreading a slow decline toward death) he
took his own life. Before that, however, he published two more books: another
compendium of articles under the title The Wonderful World of the Automobile,
and All but My Life, in collaboration with Stirling Moss. Both of these are highly
worthwhile components of a motoring library.
But at the end of the day my mind reverts to The Kings of the Road. Obviously
dated in some respects, not always accurate in every detail, it remains for me a
landmark -- the chef d’oeuvre of a man unsurpassed among American automotive
writers.
Drive in its Finest Form!
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Steve Turco and his “Gruppe T” Ford. As retirement nears, Steve’s
becoming more practical. Photo courtesy of Steve Turco.
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The Alternative Line
By Joe Holzer

Life With The Prince of Darkness –
Part II – “QC by the Least Smoke
Method”

F

urther to my last diatribe on the
Strange Rover, my ’95 beast
obtained for $1000 plus all the
sweat equity I can muster in keeping it
rolling under its own power…
As noted earlier, the problem with
intermittent issues is you cannot ever
know they are fixed, only that they are
not broken AT THAT MOMENT. So
it has been with the multiple times I
have incorrectly believed I found and
understood the problem with the cruise
control. I was wrong. Still. But at some
point a reasonable person decides that
the Holy Grail is simply the figment
of imagination of some over-indulged
lord from Camelot, and instead goes
off in search of some less remarkable,
perhaps, but more likely to be found,
sense of satisfaction.
A previously unnoted, but nonetheless
annoying, electrical gremlin has been
the dash illumination. Normally, I
would not bother with such drivel,
but since night seems to last about
125% of a typical day hereabouts in
winter, that meant I had no idea what
the speedo says when the gendarmerie
are out trolling for revenue, as with
the Onondaga Lake Parkway from
December through March when they
set the limit at a dreary 45MPH. As
an aside, that is probably a reasonable
speed for busses driven at night that are
somewhat taller than the ten foot, nine
inch clearance under the railroad bridge
midway along said thoroughfare, and
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perhaps for the rest who seem to forget
that we get something called winter
hereabouts for about a third of the year,
as we have for the past, oh I dunno, ten
million years?!
Anyway, not to digress, after the sixth
fuse pop, I decided to diagnose the
problem with the dash lights. Problem.
Who was the genius at Land Rover who
decided to share the dash illumination
circuit with the right side marker
lights? There are some 35 fuses in the
thing. Why is THAT a shared circuit?
And you have read that I like, nay
INSIST UPON, decent documentation
for my vehicles, especially as it relates
to electricity. So I was forced to try the
Strange Rover Factory “QC by Least
Smoke Method,” which from their JD
Power regular ranking at the bottom
for as-delivered quality must be the
SOP at British electrical components
manufacturers. That stipulates that you
test 100% of the parts and only ship
those which make the least smoke. The
rest are considered fuel by that time.
Since I had no better way to test, I put in
a 25 amp breaker, which has the same
pin format as the normal 20amp fuse,
but will open then close the circuit,
again once the excess load is reduced,
then installed a simple “jumper” in
place of the 10 amp fuse which kept
popping. Sure enough – instant smoke
from two places – behind the dash
cowling and beneath the center console
at the window switches. I immediately
pulled my jumper and removed the
panels where I saw smoke. The smoke
was only because of small wires
carrying excess current at the rheostat,
which is supposed to control the dash
illumination brightness (but never has)
and because the literally melted, right
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rear window actuator switch obviously had a dead short at its illumination LED,
which I could never have hoped to discover otherwise. Desperate times call for
desperate measures. So after removing the melted switch, leaving a hole where it
had been, I will decide later if I will bother replacing it or merely have the left rear
window actuator switch serve to open both by splicing it’s output wires with those
of the right actuator beneath the console. In normal use they are each powered
full time (when the ignition is on), so they provide the power for the window
switches in the rear door (on each respective side). When an actuator is pressed,
it grounds one of the leads from the motor, thereby completing the circuit, to run
it up or down respectively, in case you ever wondered how they make window
switches work like they do.
And now the parts which made the least smoke are still working fine in the car,
and the correct fuses are where they belong, and there is one less window switch
illuminated in the center console. In fact, there is a big hole there instead. Now
the right side lamps light when I turn on the parking light circuit, just like the left
side. I can reliably read my gages at night, so I’ll know before the cop asks me
for my license and registration exactly why he is doing so, which I had hoped to
prevent with the cruise control in the first place. Maybe when I get another job
I’ll buy a Rostra Universal Cruise Kit and do it right. Oh well, at least the fuel fill,
fuel gauge, fuel pump, ignition and injection are all working reliably even since it
started freezing at night. That’s progress.
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2011 Annual CNY PCA Planning Meeting

By Cathy Alberson, Secretary - CNY PCA

Our planning meeting was held January 30, 2011. Forty-one members met at the
home of Steve and Connie Turco in Pennellville. Everyone chatted over hors
d’oeuvres. The planning meeting began at 2PM.
Our president, Joyce Gladle, started the meeting by introducing our newest
members; Marc and Sherrie Kingsley and the Marier Family, Jeff, Sue, and their
children: Nathan and Natalie. Calendars that listed Zone and National events
were handed out. CNY events and dates were discussed. Our preliminary event
schedule for the year follows:
Feb.

20
26
March 12

Winter Rally and Daytona 500 Party
Ithaca
National Tech Tactics
Easton PA
Tech Session at Mitch VanNorstrand
DeRuyter
Rick Dobush of Bavarian Rocket Scientist
25-27
Zone 1 Presidents Meeting
April 2
Tech Session at John Hajny’s Shop
Vestal
9
Charity Dinner and Auction
LaFayette
16-17
Watkins Glen opening weekend
Watkins Glen
23		
Tech Session at Cantech			
N Syracuse
May 1
Spring Rally
Dryden
7
Concours at Burdick
(date not firm) Cicero
14-15
Zone 1 Rally and Concours
Parsippany NJ
26-29
Zone 1 Watkins Glen Club Race
Watkins Glen
(Volunteers needed)
June 3-5
Sahlen’s Six Hours of the Glen
Watkins Glen
Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car Series
We host Porsche Corral in Turn 11
17-19
Zone 1 48 Hours DE at the Glen
Watkins Glen
19
Eurocar 2011
Cazenovia
July 10
Tech Session – Chris White
Marietta
31
Autocross (place to be determined)
31-Aug. 6 PCA Parade
Savannah GA
Aug. 11-14
Heluva Good! Sour Cream Dips
NASCAR at the Glen
			
Watkins Glen
13
Rolex Series Crown Royal 200
Watkins Glen
21
Autocross 			
(place to be determined)
28
Picnic
			
(place to be determined)
Sept. 9-11
Glenora Wine Cellars U.S. Vintage Grand Prix Watkins Glen
Datsun/Nissan - the featured Marque
15-18
PCA Escape 2011
Flagstaff AZ
31-Oct. 2 CNY Fall Tour
Rhinebeck
Oct. 9
Autocross (place to be determined)
16
Fall Rally
Syracuse
The Redline Report
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Nov. 11-13
19
Dec. 4

Zone 1 Presidents Meeting
Annual Banquet at the Hathaway House
McGraw
Dinner – Awards – Photo Contest
Holiday Party
		
(place to be determined)

A few more events are still in the planning stages. Gus DeTraglia and Mark Schultz
are planning a special event in the Utica area. It will include touring a large sports
car collection and lunch. We are planning a “Diner tour” day. We are planning a
“Porsches by the Ponds” day. We are planning a golf tournament (I promise).
Complete information on all of these events will be published in Redline Report
and on our web site. Please check our web site www.CNYPCA.org and future
editions of Redline for updates and changes.
Our planning meeting ended around 3:30 PM. Everyone headed to the dining
room where sandwiches, side dishes and desserts were served.
Thank you Connie and Steve for hosting our event.

Just for Cathy. We couldn’t manage a photo of “Dr. Dreamy,”
but we did get you Patrick Long. Photo courtesy of Mike Ballog.
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Car 45, The Flying Lizards DP entry, entering the road
course off the front straight. Photo courtesy of Mike Ballog.

It’s not all skittles and beer at the Rolex 24 Hours. No, wait a
minute, I think it is... or was. Photo courtesy of Mike Ballog.
The Redline Report
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Boxster Reliability
By Richard D. Jeffers

I

n one of my former, preretirement lives I labored in the
design-engineering
department
of a company that manufactured
commercial equipment. We had a
saying: “We can design it fast, cost
effective or good. Pick any two.” In
practice, management always wanted
new technology out the door “fast” to
take advantage of the sales and profit
potential of owning the market while
our competitors scrambled to catch
up. Management also wanted the
lowest possible manufacturing “cost”
to maximize the early profits and still
be able to maintain an acceptable gross
margin when we eventually had to
lower the price to meet competitive
pressures. This is why a manufacturer
of, for example, a TV can sell a product
that sold for $1,000 last year for $300
now and still return a profit.
The final cost was affected by inputs
from an entertaining management
review process. First came the
“concept review” where the proposed
design was presented through
sketches, computer prognostications
and a list of specifications. At this
point, management would mandate
the addition of additional features to
“delight” the customer. These included
hardware to improve serviceability and
things to increase the perceived quality
(noise abatement measures, thicker
sheet metal, built-in accessories, etc.).
Next came the “prototype review” with
the first example of the product from
the model shop, initial test results and a
preliminary cost estimate. Management
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then would express their dissatisfaction
with the cost and remove all of the
features that they had added at the
concept review. This process tended
to work against the goals of “fast and
“cost effective” by making more work
for the project team and increasing the
engineering cost.
So it transpired that “good” was
usually the odd man out of the three
possible design objectives. However,
management paid great lip service to
quality, holding workshops on this and
bringing in noted quality experts to
lecture us. They loved to relate stories
of quality victories like the one about
the quality control manager of a GE
TV plant who smashed a batch of TVs
with defective screens rather than ship
them to customers. I had a real-life
experience that was slightly different.
A new, innovative product that we
had rushed to the market experienced
a very high number of early failures.
We stopped shipping the product
and investigated the failure mode,
discovering that the problem was due
to the defective design of a purchased
component. The solution was a redesign
using a component from a different
supplier, but the fate of the existing
inventory had to be determined. A
thorough analysis, using probability
calculations, found that the failure
mode did not result in a safety concern
but surely would impact the perceived
quality of our products in the eyes of
our customers. The failure resolution
team met with the divisional president
and recommended that the inventory be
reworked or scrapped. The president,
who was a big advocate of quality,
asked us to remain in his office while
March/April 2011

he went across the hall and conveyed our decision to the company president. He
returned ten minutes later and announced, “I guess quality will have to wait. Ship
the inventory.”
I can imagine that something similar to the above went on at Porsche. The company
was on the ropes financially, in the early 1990s, and had to get the Boxster out
fast. The prototype shown at the 1993 Detroit Auto Show had gotten rave reviews
and had the potential for shoring up the company’s sagging bottom line. It seems
apparent that cost considerations entered into the design of the intermediate
engine shaft, oil pump drive and other components. In the rush to the market,
either inadequate reliability testing was performed or the testing conducted did
not reflect real-life usage conditions. The result is the engine failures being
experienced by Boxster owners.
I can forgive Porsche for design errors but have a problem with their reluctance
to admit to them. The fact that they have redesigned the intermediate shaft several
times indicates that they know there is a problem. In addition, there are rumors that
they have partially compensated some original owners who have had engines fail
on low-mileage cars. However, as of this writing, the local dealer reports that he
has received no technical bulletins or repair policies from Porsche on this matter.
This all burdens me with having to consider the installation of an expensive aftermarket rebuild kit in the hope that this will harden the shaft design enough to
prevent a failure. I also am somewhat predisposed against buying another new car
from Porsche.							
RL
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Electric Cars by Larry Lee
The future is coming! The future is
coming!

Q

uick, hide your head in the sand
before it’s too late! First it was
hybrid cars with their backwards fuel
mileage claims of more MPG in the
city than on the highway and now its all
electric cars that are starting to show up
in dealer show rooms. Next thing you
know we’ll have national health care
and a Democrat in the White House.
Oh, wait a minute, we got that. The
future is here. And it’s only a matter
of time before our favorite German
auto manufacturer unleashes an all
electric something or other to take us to
motoring nirvana.
It’s hard to escape the wave of
announcements concerning hybrid and
fully electric cars that has been building
for the last few years. Press releases
are coming now from just about every
auto manufacturer around the world
about the next new hybrid coming out
or the plans for the new electric only
car that will hit the streets in a few
months. Alliances are forming with
smaller specialist supplier companies
announcing new electric drives or
battery projects with older, larger,
established car companies. Toyota,
the somewhat market leader in hybrid
cars, has an agreement with Tesla, the
small California based electric sports
car company, for technology related
to Tesla’s electric car technology.
Mercedes Benz also has a technical
arrangement with Tesla related to
electric drive systems. The Nissan
Leaf all electric car in the commuter
car segment is in your local Nissan
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dealer showroom as we speak. The
Chevy Volt has made it to production
and Ford has announced an all-electric
version of its Focus will go on sale later
this year. And a year or so ago, even
Chrysler showed off a prototype, fully
electric, sports car that looked like
a slightly enlarged copy of the Tesla
electric car. Everybody’s doing it. The
momentum is building.
Our favorite German sports car maker
has been making noise on the hybrid
front as well with the Cayenne hybrid
and a 911 racecar hybrid. There have
also been articles in various automotive
magazines about a hybrid Panamera
in the near future, and the 918 hybrid
racecar was shown at the recent Detroit
auto show. How long before Porsche
steps up to the electric car plate and
takes a swing?
From an engineering point of view
there are 3 basic functions in an electric
drive train. The motor, the motor
controls and the battery. Motors are
not a problem. We know how to build
adequate electric motors of various
sizes and power ratings to drive a car at
whatever performance level is desired.
Basically, the more power required of
the motor, the larger the physical size
of the motor will be. For a small econo
box type car, the motor will be smaller
than an equivalent gasoline powered
motor. Electric motors have some
interesting characteristics that fit well
with automotive applications. Electric
motors make maximum torque when
starting up. Perfect for a quick get
away from red lights.
The controls for an electric car are
also easily within today’s technology.
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Computers and sensors are small enough, cheap enough and good enough that
we can do an excellent job of monitoring and regulating the processes needed to
charge the batteries and supply that stored energy to the motors as needed.
The problem is the batteries. The current generation of batteries is much better
than they’ve ever been but are still only almost good enough. The Nissan Leaf
or the Tesla works great for running around town but you wouldn’t take one on a
cross-country trip. Their batteries just don’t provide enough range and take too
long to recharge. Batteries need to get much better and much cheaper for electric
cars to succeed. There is a lot of research going on now into improved energy
storage techniques and it’s not hard to see that in the somewhat near future battery
performance will improve significantly and at some point will equal or exceed
that of a tank of gas. If progress continues on battery development, at some point
electric cars will be socially and financially acceptable and will be desired by the
masses.
So then, how will the car companies advertise them? What are they going to do
to make people desire an electric car that will initially cost considerably more
than the gasoline powered cars occupying space on your local friendly dealers
lot. Nissan has chosen the Green route. I suspect that most others will follow this
lead. Tesla has gone the sports car performance route and I’m sure that Porsche
& Ferrari will also go the performance route with a Green emphasis on the side.
What are they going to promote in their advertising? Electric motors don’t have
cams & valves so you can’t advertise mechanical complexity or sophistication.
You can’t put a turbo on an electric motor so there goes that angle. Electric motors
are inherently quiet so you couldn’t have a TV ad with an electric car growling
down a winding road or revving its engine at a red light. Zing zing at a traffic light
isn’t all that exciting. You could advertise battery capacity but that’s like bragging
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about the size of your gas tank. Not the
sort of thing to induce heart palpitations
in buyers. Advertisers will be sorely
tested to come up with an advertising
approach that will make people lust
after an electric car and make them
want to part with lots of their money
for one.
If you were an advertiser you wouldn’t
advertise the 8 hours it takes to charge
the batteries compared with the 8
minutes it takes to fill your gas tank
with refined dinosaur remains. You also
wouldn’t want to advertise how many
years your very expensive battery pack
is expected to last in normal conditions
before needing replacement with
another very expensive battery pack.
That would be kind like advertising
that you had to replace your engine
every 5 years. Wouldn’t sit well with
the Consumer Reports faithful.
The use of electric motors to propel a car
opens up some interesting performance
possibilities. Electric motors are quite
a bit smaller size than an equivalent gas
engine and there is also the possibility
to use multiple smaller motors to
achieve a certain power level. The
smaller sized motors provide the
potential for unusual packaging and
styling lines. There wouldn’t need to
be a big lump of a motor in the front/
back/middle of the car. The power
units could be smaller and could be
distributed around the chassis to places
where it made the most sense to place
them. You could make a 4 wheel
drive car with one small motor driving
the front wheels and another driving
the rear wheels. There would be no
transfer case or driveshaft connecting
the front & rear, no tunnel down the
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middle of the passenger compartment.
In situations where less than maximum
power is required, it would be easy to
not use one of the motors. This might
lead to having a driver selectable drive
configuration. You could select front
wheel drive or rear wheel drive as your
default then automatically switch into
4-wheel drive as needed.
If there were 4 small motors powering
your electric car, one driving each
wheel, with individual computer control
of each wheel, some VERY interesting
possibilities open up.
In current
traction & stability control systems,
braking is applied to individual wheels
as needed and power is cut to the drive
wheels when directed by the onboard
computer. In an electric car with
4-motor drive there is the possibility
of applying power to individual wheels
as called for by the stability computer
as well as cutting power to other
wheels and applying brakes as is done
currently. One interesting possibility
for improved cornering might be to
apply more power to the outside wheels
than the inside wheels, which would
help a car turn in difficult situations.
This would be relatively easy to do
with electric drive.
Electric motors are inherently very
much simpler than internal combustion
engines. They have exactly 1 moving
part whereas internal combustion
engines have most of their parts
moving. The controls for an electric
car will be incredibly complex. It will
be impossible to work on anything
in the control system without the
proper test equipment, documentation
and knowledge. We’re not talking
screwdrivers and wrenches to balance
March/April 2011

carburetors here, this is going to be a
CAN bus analyzer and software listings
with three-dimensional data maps. Oh,
wait. That’s how modern fuel injection
systems work now.
So once your electric car is sitting in
your garage, how do you modify it to
improve its performance? How do you
make it go faster? With your typical
gas powered car there are all kinds
of things that can be done to improve
performance.
Simple things like
replacing the stock air filter/ exhaust
with a low restriction version so the
engine can breath better. More complex
things like better flowing fuel injectors
or bigger jets in the carbs. You can
change the cams, use bigger valves,
put in high compression pistons, port &
polish the heads, tweak the turbo boost
etc, etc.
None of this applies to electric cars.
Electric motors have no cams, valves or
pistons. Just magnets and wire. There
are things that can be done to electric
motors to get more performance. In
the electric world this might translate
to bigger cables from the battery to the
motor. Or it might mean rewinding
the wires on the motor armature or
maybe changing the magnets. Small
performance
improvements
will
probably be achieved by simply
reprogramming the motor controller.
Plug your laptop computer into the car
and change the shape of some curves on
the screen. Ohhh, that’s exciting. This
will play havoc with the aftermarket
parts suppliers.

electrical generation & distribution
systems. Are they going to sit back
and watch their profits slowly erode
as everyone switches over to electric
drive? Not a chance. My guess is
that they will get into the electricity
generation business or buy up the
battery manufacturers and try to slow
down battery development while they
try to figure out how to wring the last
ounce of profit out of their oil wells and
find a way to survive in this strange
new world.
Yes, electric cars will be new, strange
and different. The models on the
road now won’t compare well with
dinosaur powered vehicles. But think
about the future. Think about how
much electronics have changed over
the last 30 years and think about how
much cars have changed over that same
period. Changes in the electronics
world have far outpaced the changes in
the mechanical world. Improvements
in electronics are what are driving
most of the change in the auto industry
over this time. If you apply the
typical electronics rate of change to
electric cars the day will come when
the performance of electric cars will
surpass that of gas powered cars and
will be the preferred power source.
Functions and capabilities will become
available in electric cars that are just
not possible in the gas-guzzlers we
know and love. Someday we will view
petroleum-powered cars the same way
we view steam-powered vehicles. RL

So what about the oil companies? How
are they going to handle the changeover
to electric cars? They don’t own the
The Redline Report
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Autocross Winter 2011
By Wayne Kunkel

T

he phone rang, that week
between New Year’s and
Christmas and the voice said,
“Is your 944 still for sale?” Stan
DeForest was calling from the 607 area
code and I said, “Yes.” I had the car on
a number of websites since October so
I was curious as to where he had seen
the car.
“I saw the car in the Redline!”
“The Redline, I didn’t even have my
copy yet,” I thought to myself. “Oh! I
don’t have my copy yet, I will have to
scold Skip about that.”
“I got it off the CNY PCA website.”
“Oh,” I again thought to myself. We
agreed to meet on New Year’s Eve day
at my house to see the car. The BIG
DEFROST was starting to happen and
4 feet of snow was melting, the sun was
out, birds were singing... on the 31st.
I uncovered the car in the morning.
This is the first winter that I have stored
a car outside in many years. After the
Fall Tour I figured that no one was
likely to buy the 944 until we saw grass
again. I drove it outback, over the lawn,
and behind the storage shed. I dutifully
sprinkled mothballs in the car and left
some mouse poison under the hood
and the car. I once had a Lotus that had
some mice nibbling on wiring while it
was taking a long winter’s nap. I got on
the Ralph Edmonds’ John Deere 17 HP
snow blower and blasted a path back to
the 944 through the 2 feet of snow on
the ground.

26

The Redline Report

Stan and his wife arrived and we walked
back to see the car. If you have ever put
mothballs in a car then you know that
maybe 1 or 2 will do the trick. Adding
several to the interior and hatch area
can only be described as overkill.
Using most of a box is the way to leave
a lasting fragrant memory of winter
storage for years to come. Let’s just say
that the DeForest family will not have a
moth problem anytime soon.
Stan was impressed enough with
the outrageous beauty of a 944 with
187,000 miles that he wrote me a check
on the spot. I do think that there is a
“pay it forward” metaphysical quality
to being in the club and offering a car at
a reasonable price to a fellow member.
Stan also had cash in hand and my
Newfie puppy, Molly, knocked his wife
on her keister so I was feeling like I
better sell the car before they got to a
lawyer. Stan wanted to pick the car up
on the 31st. All he had to do was hit
the DMV and grab some plates. Are
NYS MV offices open on a Friday? So
now he had the long Holiday weekend
before he could come get the car.
Stan and his wife left and I walked back
to the 944 to see what needed to happen
with the battery and mothballs so Stan
could take his new toy home. The path
I had cleared with Ralph’s snow blower
was feeling somewhat squishy under
foot with the warming sun and rising
temperature. I did a few other things
that needed doing, like raking the roof
of 3 feet of snow, and returned after
lunch to drive the 944 out of the lawn.
I made it about 10 feet downhill then
the left before the pine tree was too soft
and I came to an abrupt halt. Ever the
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Boy Scout motto ran through my head,
“Be Prepared,” so I went back to get
the keys to the 4WD Suburbasaurus
that has 125,000 on it but is dead
reliable. The tow chain and towrope
were carefully laid out in the back for
the stuck-like-a-floundering-salmon
944. Rather than rip up the lawn turning
around I backed the truck into the fray.

permafrost. Once I got Linda on her
way to work I hopped in the Chevy
and started it up. I must mention that
aforementioned 140-pound Newfie
insists that she owns the Suburban and
so each time I trudge out back to try
the traction I am accompanied by said
Newfie. Ever see a 140-pound dog with
big muddy feet denied?

We Suburban owners are pretty sure
that a Suburban can pull or tow just
about anything. The Cooper tires on
the beast are pretty nasty rascals and
never get stuck in anything. At some
point, when you are driving a four
wheel drive anything, you realize that
perhaps the viscous substance that your
wheels are in do not provide enough
coefficient of friction for your vehicle
to make headway. Every time I have
had the Suburban stuck in mud I had
to upgrade to Mr. Kubota or Mr. Tow
Truck to get me out of the predicament
I was in. (I must add that Mrs. K has
the ultimate Suburban-stuck-in-themud story so she has no room for to
throw mud here!)

The conclusion is so anticlimactic that
it is ridiculous. The truck did not spin
a wheel as it walked out of the frozen
ruts. The 944 needed a gentle push
from behind to get out of U shaped
rut it was in, but then drove across the
frozen lawn with aplomb.

I tried all weekend, off and on, to get
some movement from the Suburban.
Every time I tried to move it I was only
deepening the ruts to China! I called
a buddy of mine, who has a serious
4WD, and he came out on Sunday AM.
He almost got stuck half way back to
the Suburban because my forehead had
more tread than his tires. The forecast
was for colder weather and rather than
call a tow truck on a holiday weekend,
I opted to wait until Monday for the
earthen gumbo to freeze and harden.

Linda had told me that she wanted
to get back into a 911 so I have been
searching many sites and dealers
looking for a 997 that fits our budget.
I have to say that the 993 folks are a
bit out of touch with the “last of the air
cooled 911” pricing. I have owned a
993, 996, and 997. As Bruce Anderson
says in Excellence magazine, “Buy the
latest Porsche you can afford to buy.”

It got down into the teens that Sunday
night and the lawn was once again
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Stan and his family came that evening
and took possession of the 944. Stan
is restoring a 1972 911T but wants
something to drive at DEs in the time
being. As he drove out I noticed that
the right brake light was still out, like
3 people had told me in PA. [That’s
one of those Porsche “features”
we talk about, this one a 944
trait. Ed.]

Part of the buy a 911 thing was to also
sell the Audi A-8 to free up more funds
and have one less car to insure. There
are some great buys out there in this
economy, if you are patient and willing
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to look further than Central New York for a 911. I found a 2006 911 S for $39,990.
It is black with black wheels and a very good looking car. Midwinter car hunting
can lead to some great values.
So I see this 1987 944 Turbo for $4,500 on Rennlist and send it to Chris White for
his comment. He says that the fat turbo is bad and the manual steering rack is to
be avoided BUT that I needed to look at this other car. Think Gruppe R 944 Turbo
and you will have a mental image of what Chris White sent me. Let’s just say
there may be surprised folks at The Glen when I hit the passing zones.
RL

Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 20 Years of Formula
One Racing at Watkins Glen By Chuck Gladle

P

orsche fans down through the years who have been to Watkins Glen to
watch a race, participate in a driver education event or have taken part in
an actual race at the track, know that we have history right in our hands.
Nestled away in beautiful upstate New York is the great facility that became the
venue that originated the sports car racing legacy in the United States in 1948.
Stop for a moment and think about the personalities that have participated in
creating the storied past of racing in Watkins Glen. One cannot avoid being
overwhelmed--even awe-struck--by the magnitude of it all. The famous names,
the wonderful cars and, of course, the triumph and tragedy that brings into focus
the overall importance of the United States Formula One Grand Prix at Watkins
Glen.
It all started in the streets of this sleepy little village when Cameron Argetsinger
and a handful of racing enthusiasts brought the sports racecars of the world to
The Glen for that first race in 1948. As exciting as it was to see the powerful
automobiles run up through the hills of Schuyler County and down the main street
of the Village, it was soon realized that a closed road course would be necessary.
Such a circuit would provide the racecar drivers and the spectators with a safe
environment to pursue world-class racing events for years to come. The story that
unfolds here every year continues because of the success of a past that has written
so many pages in racing history.
In 1961 the FIA gave its nod to the Formula One teams and drivers by adding
the first U. S. Formula One Grand Prix to the Watkins Glen Race Track schedule.
Until then the race series was primarily a European affair--but all that was about
to change. The previous racing spectacle of this scale in our country had occurred
in the 1930s on Long Island when the racing greats of the world came to America
to race at Bridgehampton.
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In 1948 following WW II, racing was
again an international affair with the
hopes and pride of one country on the
line against another. Great Britain,
France, Germany and Italy were the
primary front-runners.
Attendance
clearly demonstrated the nationalistic
flair and excitement as enormous
crowds attended every race.
Finally the Formula One circus was
coming to the US! Beginning in 1961
and continuing through the last Formula
One race at Watkins Glen in 1980,
crowds approaching 200,000 would
overwhelm this little village at the
end of Seneca Lake. Early in October
it became a tradition for thousands to
make the trek to The Glen Circuit on the
hill. Race enthusiasts filled the motels,
the bed and breakfasts, pitched tents
and parked the travel trailers. From
Friday through Sunday evening it was
a wild, enthusiastic and dedicated race
crowd that came for all twenty years.
Joyce and I attended the January 18
news conference at the International
Motor Racing Research Center for
their announcement of a yearlong
commemoration of the 1961 beginning
of the 20-year anniversary of Formula
One Grand Prix Racing at Watkins
Glen. J. C. Argetsinger, the current
President of the Research Center and
son of Cameron, and other speakers
unveiled the year’s planned events
and happenings designed to celebrate
this historic anniversary. The program
was followed by ample opportunity to
discuss the 2011 plans and indeed, racing
history, with a host of personalities and
true experts--if you will, historians--on
this great legacy. There were films and
rooms filled with posters, books and
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memorabilia covering the twenty-year
history of the Formula One Grand Prix
here in Watkins Glen.
Ms. Glenda Gephart, Director of
Communications, and Mr. Mark
Steigerwald, Director and Archivist,
managed the program. Major speakers
were the President of IMRRC, Mr.
J. C. Argetsinger, and Mr. William
“Bill” Green, Historian. All are Board
members of the International Motor
Racing Research Center (IMRRC). A
special speaker at the kick off event
was Mr. Michael Printup, President
of Watkins Glen International. 1978
Formula One World Champion and
Indianapolis 500 winner, Michael
Andretti will be the Honorary Chairman
of activities for this yearlong event
honoring Formula One at Watkins
Glen and an historic Cooper Climax
T51 Formula One car is on display at
the Center.
Arriving late because of weather and
driving conditions was Pennsylvania
driving ace Oscar Koveleski. His
history as a race driver gives him
the credentials of a well-known and
honored personality of the racing
community. At 78 years young, this
veteran driver can still turn a great
lap time at WGI. Oscar has raced on
so many tracks over the years that his
fame precedes him and his wit and
great stories of such a long career place
him in demand as a speaker, MC and
headliner at many events.
All in all, it was an eye-opening event
to kick off the celebration of 20 years
of the Formula One U. S. Grand Prix,
1961 to 1980. I highly recommend a
visit to this facility located at 610 S.
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Decatur St. in Watkins Glen. Visit on the web at www.racingarcives.org and be
sure to attend all of the great events at the Watkins Glen International track during
the year of celebration.						
RL

Yes, it’s The Glen in an earlier era. This and many other memories
can be yours at the IMRRC in Watkings Glen on Decatur Street.
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The Kohnke Shop by Bill Kohnke

B

eware how hard you search for a bargain...   As I wrote in the previous
Redline, I found a reasonably priced engine. But then another ‘83 that I
was pursuing followed me home, too. It has a freshened bottom end and
the top end probably needs to be done [Much like the author. Ed.].
I think I’m going to use an old Pennsylvania farmer trick and fill it with the old
mechanic’s standard, Marvel Mystery Oil, in the cylinder tops. Let her soak and
see what happens. That procedure worked great in my Model T and the engine
I put in my first repurposed Falcon many moons ago. I feel somewhat sad that I
never had a Rambler, though.
You never can have too many spare parts as far as I am concerned, but a complete
spare powertrain? OK, it is Mrs. Murphy.
Possibly I should start another 914/6 project I think there’s a 75 2.0L in the back
shed, but I‘ve been waiting for that TV show to steal it and overhaul it.   Yeah,
right, the same week I win the lottery.				
RL

“It’s alive! It’s alive!” Deep in the bowels of the Kohnke Estate
lives the Kohnke Shop. Photo courtesy of Bill Kohnke.
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And Now For Something
Completely Different…
By Joe Holzer

T

his is for Skip. Like most
newsletter editors who are
volunteers, there is no limit to
the pain you suffer, the delays caused
by contributors (if you are fortunate
to actually have some) who wait until
the last possible moment and then are
startled when their “masterpiece” is
not the most important thing in the
issue, and the thankless work which
goes into keeping the real life blood of
any organization going. And in your
dear readers’ case, he doesn’t even get
to enjoy the car which is supposed to
be the glue which keeps the rest of us
around. I mean, how long has he been
looking for a Porsche, and he wound up
buying a Jeep?! Even Carol could be
forgiven for disowning him for that!
Well, I’m here to speak for the operatives
of this club who have developed
dementia, like Skip. And me. If you
read any of my cat box liners, you
would know that I hate SUVs. So why
have I, and our similarly afflicted editor
in chief, developed an almost fondness
for the clodhoppers we have acquired?
Well, for starters, because it actually
has a clearly consistent lineage with
our other automotive history. Before
you clean your cookies up, stop and
think about it. Exactly what is it that
you think is “mainstream” about the
automobility we all choose? Engines
largely behind the driver, and many
behind the rear axle. Most, at least
until some of you got rich, couldn’t
afford that green fluid the new ones all
use, but our “legacy” ones sure don’t.
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And even we afficionados must freely
admit that “Porsche Styling” is at best
a part time job. Jeremy Clarkson can
be forgiven completely for doubting
its existence. And what about our
Rambler histories?
So I am here to sing the praises of some
vehicles which never made any pretense
of “competing” with Porsche, at least
until Porsche decided to encroach on
territory which was never envisioned by
any sane person as a proper venue for
a Porsche. I believe it started in 1985
with a guy named Jackie Ickx. With
a name spelled like that, you knew it
would be off the wall. Actually, it was
not Porsche’s first foray into rallying
– they had been doing so for years.
but the proposal to run a full-on team
effort against the hands-down hardest
rally in the world, Paris – Dakar, with
a sports car was at the time thought
shear madness by most. Anyone BUT
Jackie Ickx would likely have been
given short shrift. And the 959 blew
all preconceptions out the window.
It must be noted here as well that the
“beasts” Skip and I have became fond
of are far from being pristine examples
of their breed, and I believe that fact is
a prerequisite. Carol’s new Cayenne is
technically a far superior example vs.
her earlier Cayenne, and actually far
nearer to a sports car than the truck her
earlier one was, and the truck both Skip’s
Jeep and my Strange Rover clearly are.
When I corner in the Strange Rover, it
has body roll like an Americas’ Cup
clipper, and feels just about as tall. I
expect Skippy’s Wrangler is little
different. But, like 911s with their
key in the wrong place (among other
things), they have character which can
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only be appreciated with some time, as
with wine you put into the bottle today
vs. 10 years ago. I trust you get my
point, even if you are still confused.
Welcome to my world and my mental
state – it is contageous.
And like a broken clock, which must be
acknowledged to nonetheless be correct
twice per day, even those old beater
trucks have a few things the newer, and
pricier, cars ought to. You might think,
for example, that the Strange Rover
with its notorious electrics would have
few things to offer as advantages vs. the
Bosch electrics of our favorite steeds.
OK, here’s a test: how long does it take
to scrape the windshield of your Porsche
when left in last week’s sleet? The
Strange Rover has the slickest, almost
completely invisible wires embedded
in the windshield glass. By the time
the engine has smoothed its startup
idle, the ice is easily swept away by the
wipers without needing any scraping
at all. And the side view mirrors have
the same feature, controlled by the
rear window defrost. So do Porsche
mirrors. So why not the windshield?
And in whiteout driving, which we get
here pretty often, the collecting pack
snow causes fogging inside on all my
other cars, but NEVER on the Strange
Rover. Fabulous!
Those who know me recognize that
“diminutive” is never going to be in the
lexicon describing me. I love my Audi
“S”8. But let’s be honest; getting into
its back seat, or even that of its longer
“L” brethren and the Panamera, is still
something of a squeeze for yours truly.
Not so the back seat of my Strange
Rover, because it is shaped like a panel
van. It has powerful headlight washers,
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which clean the salt crud from the lights
any time they are on and the wiper
washer is selected, assuring me optimal
lighting in the worst CNY weather –
the aftermath of Bing Crosby’s favorite
tune, once combined with the road salt
and silt. And, of course, it has a rear
wiper and washer as well. They also
used the side windows for an integral
radio antenna, so there is nothing to
break off, unlike my “S”8. And it has a
power slide and tilt moon roof, allowing
for the maximum “communing” with
the environment even as I destroy it
with my truck.
One very nice feature is that all the
body panels are aluminum, just as with
my Audi 8’s, so they will never rust.
Unfortunately, and I’ll never figure
why, they left the pan carbon steel, so it
got rot-through in the rear storage area
and in the passenger footwell, which
has certainly contributed to the failure
of both the cruise and the remote
keyless entry/alarm system, which I
disabled, setting up a simple switch
in the driver area to operate the power
locks. One idiosyncracy I know most
people would find unacceptable is for
me a godsend – I cannot lock the car
and hold the handle, or merely slam the
door and leave the keys in. You MUST
turn the key in the tumbler to lock the
front door. One man’s mead…
And while the tires are noisy, they make
it like a tank in muck – it just simply
goes. My wife has had me squashing
peat moss into her gardens all over the
yard. And with the hi-lo range on the
transfer case, it can literally climb a
tree. If you put it in low you MUST
hold the brake if you put the tranny
in drive. So it is sure footed in any
weather I don’t overdrive.
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Will it ever win LeMans, Daytona, Sebring or the host of other places Porsche
has conquered in its storied history? Never. And there is a reason I don’t believe
any Range Rover ever tried to win the Paris Dakar – reliability is always suspect.
But like Skip’s Jeep, and even Skip and his Honda; credit must be given for real
credit earned. There are a few things Porsche just can’t claim as their own best
ideas. After all, they paid Mitsubishi for the twin balance shafts on the 944 & 968.
Enjoy the Jeep, Skip. Now get off my back.				
RL

The Rolex 24 Hours: The Roar of the Grease (Above) and the
Smell of the Crowd (Below). Photo courtesy of Mike Ballog.
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Surviving Winter the PCA Way!
By Brian Daley

I

t was a dark and stormy Saturday
morning at the Vintage Races last
September. Cold and wet outside
and largely hung-over from the revelries
the night before in downtown Watkins
Glen, Rich DeAsis (our good friend
from the Niagara PCA Region) brought
plates of hot eggs and sausages into my
RV. As Chris White and I joined Rich
in the morning feast we started talking
about the end of the track season and
what we were going to do over the
winter.
Both of them had been after me for
the past year or so to join them at
the Professional Racing Industries
Convention in Orlando, FL in
December. Now spending a few days in
Florida in December was sounding real
good that particular morning but 3 days
in a convention hall looking at racing
stuff that I didn’t need and couldn’t
afford didn’t make a lot of sense to me.
Rich and I had talked many times about
finding a HPDE (high performance
driving event) that ran at night and
checking it out. In my duties as a PCA
driving instructor I have been contacted
by many groups looking for instructors
and one in particular runs events
at PBIR (Palm Beach International
Raceway) in Jupiter, FL. That is the old
Moroso Motorsports Park. When they
renovated the place they installed lights
around the road course. Another track
buddy had told me a year or so ago
that he has a winter home not far from
there and that he had attended a night
HPDE there with that group (Hooked
On Driving) a few years ago.
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So, I told them that if we could
coordinate a night HPDE with the
convention I was in. I asked Chris to
take his iPhone and look up Hooked
On Driving (HOD) at PBIR and see
what they had scheduled for December
2010. Unbelievably HOD was running
a night DE the Saturday night we were
in Orlando. The convention ran from
Thursday through Saturday so this
could work. Since we would fly to
Florida we had to figure out what we
would do about cars at the track. First
things first though - I contacted the man
in charge at HOD for the event and told
him what we were planning and to see
if he needed instructors (they call them
coaches and the event fee of $299 is
waived for coaches). He told me that he
would give his regular coaches priority
and that we’d need to be “checked
out” to make sure that we know how
to drive and coach - especially due to
the fact that none of us had ever been to
that track. We paid the $299 and signed
up for the event.
He told me he rented track-prepared
Corvettes, also, but unfortunately the
cost was $1100 per day assuming we
qualified for the coach’s discount!
Further checking brought me to Hertz
Fun Cars website. With discount
coupons I was able to secure us each
a 2011 305 hp V6 Mustang coupe at
$64 for the day including the insurance
package (please note – I do not
recommend anyone do this – proceed
at your own risk). Chris secured a room
at an adjacent hotel for about $30 per
night per person and we were able
to get round trip direct flights from
Rochester to Orlando and back for less
than $200 each. I secured a rental car to
get us from the Orlando airport to the
March/April 2011
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hotel then down to West Palm Beach airport to pick up the Mustangs then get us
back to Orlando for the flight home.
Everything was falling into place and the trip was a GO! We had a great flight
down, an excellent but expensive dinner when we got there and an interesting
time perusing the vendors’ wares at the show. The fun was to begin Saturday
afternoon when we got to the Hertz rental site at the WPBI airport. Even though I
had confirmed that we had 3 Mustangs waiting for us by phone 24 hours before we
got there, no Mustang coupes were available. They had convertibles and couldn’t
understand why 3 single guys didn’t want them instead. After about an hour we
left with three 2011 Volvo C70 Turbocharged 5 cylinder hardtop convertibles
from their Prestige Collection. They honored the price we had secured via the
website and we found out when we returned the cars that they were about $200
per day! We arrived at the track around 4PM, signed in and found out there were
only 12 students. I mentioned to the head honcho that based on that it seemed he
wouldn’t need us to coach. He told me “No, I’ll need all three of you.” We got
ourselves ready by unloading the cars, getting our helmets and communicators
ready and going to the driver’s meeting. At the meeting we realized that we were
the only coaches! There was no check-out ride to make sure we could drive, much
less instruct. We had one session to learn the track, at night, before we started to
teach it! In retrospect this is not something I would recommend: A rental car at a
new track at night with students! Boy did we have a GREAT time!
Due to the small numbers there were two groups: Coaches and Advanced drivers
were in one and Instructed and Soloed Students were in the other. Each group
had five 30-minute sessions on the track. The event included dinner so we had
to forgo one session so we could eat, but we were on the track either in our cars
driving or our student’s car coaching until about 10PM. Our Volvos were low on
fuel (and brakes) by the last session and my student just about ran out of gas in his
Mercedes AMG C63 – man, was that car fast - but heavy and thirsty.
My Mom put the three of us up for Saturday and Sunday night - her place is about
25 minutes from the track - our flight home was on Monday. After a nice breakfast
with my Mom and sister Sunday morning we headed down to Lauderdale to visit
a graduate school mate of Rich’s. More good times, food and drink then back
to Mom’s for a night’s sleep before we headed back up to Orlando for the flight
home. Rich’s girlfriend Joy fed us a fantastic roasted lamb and veggie dinner that
night then Chris & I headed back to my office where he left his Mini Cooper the
morning we left.
When a plan comes together it’s a great feeling and this one is at the top of my
list. From a hare-brained scheme concocted in a post alcoholic haze on a rainy
morning to a four day romp in sunny Florida in December - the best laid plans of
mice and men often go askew - But Not This Time! BTW – the $299 HOD event
fee was credited to our cards upon our return home!
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Chris White piloting one of the Volvos at speed on the Palm
Beach International Raceway. Photo by track photographer.
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The Annual Salt & Vinegar
Chips
and
Compressed
Protein Rally by Mike Ballog

I

t all starts Wednesday Morning.
The Trip from Binghamton starts
at 7:30 am. We had the truck
loaded and just waiting for Skip. Skip
comes cruising in at 8 with his shinny
new Jeep, yep a jeep... nuff said. I do
feel there may be a Porsche in his near
future though. Quickly, we load up and
then it’s off for a quick sip at the pumps
and we are on our way.
The first surprise is when Skip and Tom
hear “Bitchy Betty” (our GPS) for the
first time. I had taken a few moments
to download the “Wisconsin Willie”
voice. “Hey there, eh, take the next Left
turn, eh?” This catches the passengers
completely off guard. It does however
lose some of it comedic value after a
couple dozen “eh’s,” and “don’tcha
knows,” and before you know it Betty
is back.
The next surprise was my new manager
calling and telling me that I had been
selected for a new position that I had
interviewed for the week before.
Yesserie Bob, things are looking good.
The drive down to Savannah is pretty
uneventful. The driving rain from lower
Pennsylvania through, say, Virginia or
so, helped to scrub the big gold GMC
clean. In fact, by time we arrive in
Georgia around 9:30 PM the truck
looks pretty good (in the dark, that is).
When we arrive in Savannah we are
greeted by some of Jessie’s neighbors.
They take pity on us as they think we are
about to freeze to death… and they talk
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to us… from their balcony… to keep
us warm. I guess you can never be too
careful even in the historic district. It
was interesting how 50 degrees seems
so warm after -19 three days prior.
Jessie lets us in and we quickly bed
down for the night.
Jessie describes how we may be
awakened by the neighborhood cats
and about her little rituals with them. I
can’t help but be reminded of the “It’s
always Sunny in Philadelphia” episode,
where Danny DeVito’s character ends
up eating cat food and passing out from
drinking cough syrup. Well check it
out on Hulu, very funny stuff.
Thursday dawns around 7 AM. Jessie
has to work so we were on our own
until she gets cut loose. Immediately
after dressing we went in search of
the closest Waffle House. We figured
since there was a Waffle House at every
single highway exit since Maryland
they must be good! Surprise, surprise
they were. Good, not great, but good.
I posted a picture on my Facebook
page. If you look you can see Skip
scarfing down some yummy bacon in
the background.
After breakfast we took off for Fort
Pulaski, an impressive place on a cool
day. The fort is the scene of many
historic Civil War moments. This
is a very well kept fort that still has
cannonballs imbedded in the walls
from the Union Army’s attack (After
a very short siege Johnny Reb very
wisely surrendered the fort).
We similarly retreat back to Savannah.
Skip had told us of a confectionary
that was on River Road. They make it
right there in the store and give out free
samples of pralines. I say, “You had me
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at free.” We walked the very pleasant
tourist area on River Road for a short
while, and bought about 12 million
calories of pralines and turtles. After
which we then head over to Jessie’s
place of employment. Jessie is a
historic preservationist for the Savannah
cemeteries. She works to preserve the
most impressive graveyards I have
seen in the US. Many plots are fenced
in that beautiful, intricate, wrought
iron that you see throughout town.
They are also adorned with beautiful
marble statuary. (Look at http://
theothersavannah.com/html/images/
Typical_400/Angel_Grave_400.jpg for
a before pic of Jessie’s Favorite).
Now Savannah is an interesting place.
It is very apparent that Jessie and Skip
are very fond of this old city. I am
conflicted. Almost everywhere you
look is an historic building from the
1800s with very ornate wrought iron
fences, and live oaks cascading with
Spanish moss. Unfortunately almost
everywhere else you look is a battered
beaten building that reminds me of Fort
Apache, the Bronx. The really strange
thing is that these two worlds are almost
perfectly intertwined.
After Jessie returns home from work
we are on our way. Only 3.5 short
hours and we are pulling into the
racetrack. We hastily strike camp
and then sneak out for dinner. We are
surprised that the sites on both sides of
us are empty. The guys’ two sites down
have returned and their site is glorious.
They have an oven, an espresso maker,
a chandelier, a raging campfire, a beer
wagon, a Mazda banner, a Flying
Lizard flag and about 50, crushed beer
cans on the ground by the time we
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arrive. They, too, like Savannah are
interesting. Loads of laughs and very
friendly; Crusty exteriors with hidden
refinements.
The next three days is a swirl of cars,
racing, people, and sun. Yes, there was
sun this year. Glorious sun, in fact.
Last year 40 degree temps, drenching
rain, and wind are gone. This year it’s
temps in the 70-80’s, breezes, and sun.
I came back looking positively swarthy
with my reverse-raccoon mask tan
line.
With regards to the cars your head is
on a swivel.   Everywhere you look
there is a piece of automotive mastery.
With a Maserati here, and Ferrari
there. There was a Bentley parked
in the common lot surrounded by
Priussuses and Mustangs. My favorite
was probably the EVO 850 911 that
was cruising around. Incredible cars
are everywhere all the time. The
Porsche turnout was especially strong.
911s, Boxsters, Caymen, Cayennes,
and many Panameras. Sadly, I didn’t
see a Carerra GT, 550 or 90# series,
not even a 914 [There was a yellow
914 at the hospitality tent.
Jack Vassina would have been
proud. Ed.]. Maybe next year. One
really cool place to hear cars is to be is
in the tunnels. People are coming and
going all the time and they love to rev
their engines in the entry tunnels. Next
year I would love to setup a webcam
behind our tent to monitor all the cars
coming and going.
The racing is phenomenal. With a large
track and many places to watch from,
Daytona is very exciting. You can get
right next to the cars at speed on the
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main straight in the stands. You can
watch the corners from behind the chain
link, or you can even get right in there
and watch them swap a transmission in
the garage area. If you are in the garage
be careful, cars are everywhere, parked
and moving. The one thing I can’t
get over is how much contact there
is during these races. These cars are
beaten to a pulp, but miraculously the
drivers for the most part walk away
unscathed. It is so amazing to watch
essentially real stock cars go at it in the
Continental 200 (Go DeMan racing!!).
Then the next day the supercars go at
it for the 24 Hour Rolex Race (Action
Express, and the Mitchum MS 911).
Finally, there are the people. From the
hillbilly platforms in the camping area,
to the NOS and Heineken girls in the
Vendor areas, there is quite a range of
people in Daytona. Even if you don’t
care about cars you could have a great
time just people watching.

Over all, the whole trip was fantastic
this year. OK, Porsche didn’t take all
of the checkered flags, but they were
in it hard the whole time. Our driving
down and back was very pleasant (all
daytime this time), with no close calls.
The weather was perfect. The only
changes I will make for next year is
possibly eating at the Porsche tent for
Saturday and Sunday. They are offering
5 meals on white linen and china,
unlimited drinks all for only $50 per
person. Also a big change for next year
is the addition of spouses. Gay Lynn
and my wife Kathy are going to join
us, as is Cathy Alberson and Dan (Dan
is coming along, isn’t he Cathy??) are
thinking of joining us. Well, that is as
long as we are able to secure a camper
of some sort. So, if you want to have
a phenomenal experience with cars,
people and racing let us know. There is
always room in the caravan.
RL

The drivers have an autograph session
that is very popular. We got to meet
Patrick Dempsey, Patrick Long, Hurley
Haywood, and Jorg Bergmeister. I even
had the chance to talk quite a bit with
team owners. Before the Continental
Race, Rick DeMan spent a good 10
minutes talking with Tom and me about
his Boxsters that they race. Tom was
very impressed with what he had to say
about the stock 2.7L engines they run
with. Rick was doing very well until
one of the GS cars spun him, then he
took a very hard hit in the nose. Later,
Tom and I were working with Chris
Mitchum to help him recover a couple
of bumpers that someone had... well,
stolen.
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Above: Mike’s Favorite, a Porsche 911 EVO 850.
Below: Racing’s a contact sport! Rick DeMan’s car after
a bout at Daytona. Photos courtesy of Mike Ballog.
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Zone 1 and National News
From Pralines to Porsches… By Cole Scrogham
Anyone who has visited Savannah knows the “Old Town” part of downtown, the
riverfront area of Savannah, is replete with history. Walking on cobblestone streets
and exploring storefronts and small restaurants is a calming vocation to be sure.
Actually they are ballast stone streets, as English ships would leave their ballast
stones in return for American merchandise, tea and cotton; but that doesn’t sound
as quaint, does it? On these streets you can find handmade pralines, the curious
local favorite of boiled peanuts (think Japanese edamame) and as many oysters as
you care to eat. If you prefer, you can walk a block or so to the park bench made
famous by “Forrest Gump,” and recall that life is like a box of chocolates. What is
really surprising about Savannah, however, is that this is just the beginning of an
exploration that many have spent entire lives embracing.
To be in Savannah is to be in history. Everywhere you turn there is another reminder
of this port city’s involvement in the growth of America. One website, http://
www.savannahga.net/, literally has hundreds of destinations neatly organized
alphabetically for lodging, dining, tours and other activities. Georgia’s first city
has much to offer, not the least of which is that it will be shared with thousands
of Porsche enthusiasts the first week of August. This is one of those areas that
Porsche people will love; the Southern Hospitality that is legendary all over the
world, the small and intimate settings where friends can enjoy a casual evening,
and the small town feel that can lead you out of the city to country roads in a
matter of minutes.
Location, location, location is the focus of Parade 2011. Parade headquarters is
the Convention Center, which is located on picturesque Hutchinson Island. The
view of downtown Savannah across the river is unforgettable. The Convention
Center is surrounded by Parade activity sites. The autocross will be held adjacent
to headquarters, as for the first time in recent memory sufficient asphalt exists
for a good size course within walking distance! But if you still need to get your
track fix the local region will hold a Driver’s Education event at nearby Roebling
Road Raceway the last weekend of the Parade. With the Concours event held at
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downtown’s Forsyth park and the Rally featuring lovely local roads, the main
attractions of this year’s Parade are all in the same neighborhood!
When you are ready to relax from the competitive events, feel free to take in a
Carriage Ride, Ghost Tour, Fishing Trip, Dolphin Watching Expedition, Casino
Boat, Local Beaches and Museums including the Mighty 8th Air Force Museum as
well as local sporting events. The list goes on and on. You can try out a cooking
class or go on a shrimping cruise, and of course the local towns of Bluffton and
Beaufort feature very historic downtown areas as well. Savannah itself has a feel
more like a big town than a bustling city, and as with many of the port cities in the
South you can find open spaces quickly and easily. Tybee and Hilton Head Island
are famous for their white sand beaches and slow pace…you may want to stick
around the area for a while after the Victory Banquet concludes!
Be sure to check out the Parade activities at http://parade2011.pca.org so that
you don’t miss any of the action. Registration begins on March 8th, so bookmark
the registration site now and be ready when it opens! You will also be able to
view the traditional Parade event schedule for the week at the website, and learn
about air conditioned Concours prep areas; Parade 101 classes that make sure the
first time Parade goers are prepared for the week; Hospitality and Goodie Store
hours; and opportunities to volunteer as a Parade worker for some of the featured
events that you may not be competing in (a great way to get a front row seat to all
the action!). Other events like the popular RC Car races, Ice Cream social, Tech
Academy, Art Show and Driving Tours will complement your week, unless you
plan to spend it studying for the very competitive Tech Quiz…you can make your
Parade experience in Savannah as action-packed and exciting, or as laid-back and
relaxing as you prefer.
Won’t you join us for a spectacular Parade, the highlight of our PCA experience
this year? Anyone that has attended a Parade can tell you this is not just a normal
multi-event weekend, this is the highlight of what PCA has to offer, full of exciting
things to do and see with literally thousands of Porsche owners in attendance.
Everything has been planned out and is ready for you; all you need to do is bring
yourself, your family and your Porsche for a vacation experience that you won’t
soon forget! Check http://parade2011.pca.org for more information and be ready
to register on March 8th…see you there!
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Porsches and Savannah: Site of the 2011 Porsche Parade. Top
photo at the fountain in Forsyth Park; Bottom photo viewing
Savannah’s historic River Front. Both photos courtesy of David
Wilks, RaceShotsResource.com
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The changing of the Zone 1 Guard: Jennifer Webb (L) assumes
the mantle of Zone 1 leadership from retiring (but not shy) Botho
von Bose (R). Photo courtesy of Joyce Gladle
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Die 2011 CNY, Zone 1, & PCA Kalender
MARCH
12
APRIL
2
9
16-17
23
		
MAY
1
7
14-15
26-29

Tech Session at Mitch VanNordstrand’s - DeRuyter
With Rick Dobush of Bavarian Rocket Scientists
Tech Session at John Hajny’s Shop - Vestal
Annual CNY Charity Auction - Auburn
Watkins Glen Opening Weekend - Watkins Glen
Tech Session at Cantech - N Syracuse
Central PA Porsche Swap Meet - Hershey, PA
Jeff Turco’s CNY Spring Rally - Dryden
Cobweb Concours at Burdick - Cicero
Zone 1 Rally & Concours - Southbury, Connecticut
Porsche Clash Club Race - Watkins Glen

JUNE
3-5
Sahlen’s Six Hours of the Glen - Rolex Grand-AM
17-19 Zone 1 48 Hours at The Glen (DE) - Watkins Glen
19
Eurocar 2011 - Cazenovia
JULY
10
Tech Session at Chris & Cathy White’s - Marietta
31
CNY Autocross - (TBD)
31-August 6 2011 Porsche Parade in Savannah, GA
AUGUST
13
Rolex Grand-AM Crown Royal 200 - Watkins Glen
21
CNY Autocross - (TBD)
28
Annual CNY Picnic - (TBD)
SEPTEMBER
9-11 Glenora Wine Cellars U.S. Vintage Grand Prix 		
Watkins Glen (Village AND Track)
15-18 PCA Escape 2011 - Flagstaff, AZ
30-October 2 CNY Fall Tour - Rhinebeck
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OCTOBER
9
CNY Autocross - (TBD)
16
Sally Jameson’s CNY Fall Rally - Syracuse
NOVEMBER
19
Annual CNY Awards Banquet at the Hathaway
		
House - McGraw (Solon)
DECEMBER
4
Christmas and Holiday Season Party - (TBD)

2011 Racing Information by Cathy Alberson
Grand-Am Road Racing – www.grand-am.com
March 4-5
Apr.7-9
May13-14
May 29-30
June 3-4
June23-25
July 8-9
July 22-24
Aug. 12-13
Aug. 19-20
Sept. 16-17

Grand Prix of Miami
Barber Motorsports Park
Bosch Engineering 200
Memorial Day Classic
Sahlen’s Six Hours of the Glen
Road America
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca
New Jersey 250
Crown Royal 200
Montreal 200
EMCO Gears Classic

Homestead, FL
Birmingham, AL
Alton, VA (VIR)
Lakeville, CT (Lime Rock)
Watkins Glen, NY
Elkhart Lake, WI
Salina, CA
Millville, NJ (NJ Motorsports)
Watkins Glen, NY
Montreal PQ, CAN
Lexington, OH (Mid-Ohio)

American Le Mans Series – www.americanlemans.com
Mar. 16-19 Sebring, FL Race
Apr. 15-16 Long Beach, CA
Jul. 8-9
Lakeville, CT
Jul 22-24
Mosport
Aug. 4-6
Mid-Ohio
Aug.18-20 Road America
Sep. 2-3
Baltimore, MD
Sep. 15-17 Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca
Sep.28 – Oct. 1 Petit Le Mans

Lime Rock Park
Bowmanville, ON Canada
Lexington, OH
Elkhart Lake, WI
Inner Harbor
Salina, CA
Road Atlanta Braselton, GA

Please check the Web Sites for TV Schedules.
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CNY PCA 2011 WINTER TECH SESSION
Mitch VanNordstrand is again this year opening his garage to CNY members so
we can learn a thing or two about Porsches. Rick Dobush, owner and operator
of R & D Automotive (also known as “The Bavarian Rocket Scientists”), will
be replacing the intermediate shaft bearing on a 996 using the LN Engineering
technique and also replacing the air-oil separator (see below).
Mitch has a large, heated workshop complete with a lift, wash bay and paint booth,
so there will be plenty of room to gather around the Porsches and watch and learn
the process up close.
Beth and Mitch will provide a Dinosaur Bar & Grill BBQ lunch for our enjoyment
in return for a cash donation to be made to their local Food Bank. Come join
us for what promises to be a very informative and fun day!
WHEN:

March 12, 2011, Saturday      10:00 AM

WHERE:    Mitch VanNordstrand’s Garage, 40 South Lake Road, DeRuyter
WHAT:

Tech Session by Rick Dobush, owner of R & D Automotive. Rick
will be replacing the intermediate shaft bearing on a 996 using the
LN Engineering technique and also replace the air oil separator.
Check out the web site at: www.lnengineering.com. As always,
Rick will be happy to answer all our questions.

LUNCH:

Beth and Mitch will provide* a Dinosaur BBQ lunch, in return
for a cash donation to their local Food Bank. In addition, and
in CNY’s tradition of helping out in a difficult economy, please
bring a non-perishable food item for the Food Pantry.

RSVP:

Please let Beth and Mitch know that you plan to attend so they can
make arrangements with Dinosaur Bar & Grill for our delicious
BBQ lunch. E-mail Mitch at internaut2002@yahoo.com or call him
at 315 852-1133.

DONATION:

*Cash Donation for lunch is requested. All donations will be
forwarded to the DeRuyter Food Bank.

DIRECTIONS:
From Syracuse - Go to Route 80 in Tully and head East towards Fabius. Go
past Togenberg and past Highland Forest. At the next intersection (a 4-way stop),
turn Right onto DeRuyter Road. Stay on this road past the lake. On your left as
you near the end of the lake, there will be a falling-down barn. Take the next left
onto South Lake Road. Go past Middle Lake Road on your right. You will pass
2 houses on the right. The next driveway on the right is ours. Watch for the 2
large boulders with pine trees and 2 large red barns. Go to the second barn--the
biggest one.
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From Binghamton (South) -- Take Route 81 North to the Cortland Exit for
Route 13. Turn Right on Route 13 North. Stay on Route 13 past Truxton and into
DeRuyter. In DeRuyter, turn left to stay on Route 13. As you go out of DeRuyter
past the Big M Market, take the next Left onto Middle Lake Road. Go to the end
of this road and turn Right onto South Lake Road. You will pass 2 houses on the
right. The next driveway on the right is ours. Watch for the 2 large boulders with
pine trees and 2 large red barns. Go to the second barn--the biggest one.
From Ithaca -- Take Route 13 to Cortland and follow the directions above.
Need Help: Call Mitch at 315 852-1133
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2011 CNY PCA Tech Session at
Redline Rennsport Services
John Hajny, CNY Chief Instructor and proprietor of Redline Rennsport Services,
will open his shop again to our members for a Tech Session. John says:
“This Tech Session will provide CNY members with the ability to see the inner
workings of a unibody chassis. I have a 944 Turbo in the shop that had an
unfortunate encounter with an immovable object. Thus, I will be demonstrating
collision repair. Wear your work clothes and learn to weld.
Also, I will provide the key to successful performance driving so as not to end
up with a car like the one we will be working on. As always, the Tech Session
will offer you the opportunity to ask any questions about anything related to
Porsches--their maintenance and the driving of them, both on the street and the
track. Anyone with Driver’s Education questions in mind should be prepared to
offer them up for discussion by the group, as there will not only be many other
people likely interested in the same information, but there are usually many of our
experienced instructors in attendance.”
The driving season will be upon us before we know it!! Do plan to attend this
informative presentation so you can be ahead of the curve when you get your
Porsche back on the road!
Tech Session at
Redline Rennsport Services
WHEN: April 2, 2011 Saturday 12:00 Noon*
*Plan to arrive early to look around and chat.
WHAT:

Porsche Tech Session on the following topics:
o
o
o

Cost:

Hands on collision repair demonstrations, including welding.
Up-close view of the inner workings of a uni-body chassis.
Open discussion and question and answer period.

$5.00 each for locally famous “Nirchi’s Gormet Pizza,” munchies and
beverages.

Bring: A lawn chair if you want to sit down.
A non-perishable food or supply item to donate to the local Food Bank.
RSVP:
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DIRECTIONS to REDLINE Rennsport: Take Route 17 (86) to the Greater
Binghamton area. From Route 17 (86), take exit 67S - Vestal to State Route 26S.
My shop is approximately 3 miles on the right. First blinking light at Hazel Drive.
Second at top of large hill – Pierce Hill Rd. 3rd blinking light, SLOW DOWN.
My shop is just past this intersection on the right. VanDervort Service Center
(1694 Route 26, Vestal, NY)(White building on right, 3 bay wash, 3 bay repair,
used cars, etc). My shop is in the North end of the adjacent tan building: Brown
pedestrian door and overhead doors. No sign, no windows, no phone. Only cool
cars and motor heads!

Here’s
the
Porsche 944

topic
of
discussion:
A
“slightly
used”
Turbo. Photo courtesy of John Hajny.

The Redline Report

March/April 2011

51

CNY PCA 2011 Charity Auction and Dinner
One of the most fun and entertaining CNY events of the year is our annual Charity
Auction and dinner. The purpose is to raise money for a worthy local charity. The
way we go about it is hilarious! Anyone who has ever attended this event will
agree that the best part of the evening, in addition to the Porsche camaraderie, is
our “in-house” masters of ceremony, auctioneers and entertainers, Mike Darminio
and Chuck Gladle!
Everyone brings something to auction. Some are serious, some… not so much!
We get a little of everything. It really doesn’t matter what you bring—someone
will buy it. It can be Porsche related—or not. We have had kitchen gadgets, wine,
tapestries, Porsche afghans, gift baskets, jackets, used Porsche parts, tires, an
exercise machine, a tea service, jewelry, gem stones, books, posters, oil paintings,
mufflers, lamps, neon signs, baked goods—just about everything.
**New this year.** In order to expedite the auctioning process, select items
will be offered during the event through a Silent Auction.
Our chosen charity, selected by our Charity Committee last year, is Matthew 25
Farm. The Farm’s mission is “To ensure that no Central New Yorker who is
unable to completely provide for themselves will go without fresh food.”
Do join us for this fun filled evening with a purpose. We will be back at Orchard
Vali again this year. Check it out at www.orchardvali.com. If you cannot attend
the event feel free to send your tax deductible donation, payable to Matthew 25
Farm, to Melissa Miller. PO Box 5162 Oswego, NY 13126.
When:

Saturday, April 9
5:00 PM Cocktails (cash bar) and hors d’oeuvres
6:00 PM Dinner

Where:

Orchard Vali Golf Club
4963Rte 20, LaFayette, NY

What:

A fun filled evening of Porsche camaraderie, fine dining, raffles,
auction for charity and lots of laughs.

Dinner:

Buffet will include fresh garden salad served at your table, chefcarved roast beef, marinated chicken breast, meatballs and sausage,
garlic mashed potatoes, rigatoni in vodka sauce, garden vegetables
du jour, assorted fresh rolls, dessert, coffee and tea.

Cost:

$35.00 per person, tax and gratuity included.

RSVP:

by Friday, April 1st to Cathie@cathiewhite.com or (315) 636-7188

Directions: Take Route 81 to Exit 15/LaFayette. Follow Route 20 west for 4
miles. Orchard Vali is on the right side of the road.
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2011 CNY PCA at Opening Weekend
Watkins Glen International Racecourse
For anyone who has not actually driven on the Watkins Glen International Race
Track, here is your chance! Or, for those of you who have driven the track but
want to show someone else what it is all about, plan to join us for this fun day.
Watkins Glen International hosts this weekend event designed to introduce
automotive fans to the inner workings of this famous racecourse. It provides an
opportunity to drive 3 paced laps on the historic track currently home to SCCA,
NASCAR, PCA Club Races, SVRA, HSR, ROLEX and GRAND AM races. You
will be able to purchase professional pictures of you and your Porsche on the
track, take photos in the Gatorade Victory Lane and purchase 2011 race tickets
and track merchandise at a discount.
Our CNY PCA members will tour the track as one group. There will also be many,
many other Porsches there as well as other car clubs and hundreds of beautiful
cars of all makes.
CNY PCA at Watkins Glen International
2011 Opening Weekend
When:

Saturday, April 16, 8:45 AM Meet with CNY members
9:00 AM Tour to the track

Where:

8:45 AM – Meet at Burger King, 211 South Franklin Street/Route
14, Watkins Glen
9:00 AM – Tour to Watkins Glen International Race Track
9:30 AM – Hot Breakfast in the Media Center (complimentary)
11:45 AM – 3 Pace laps on Watkins Glen Race Course
All day Saturday & Sunday – unlimited access to WGI grounds,
buildings and grandstands

What:

Spend the day with hundreds of interesting car enthusiasts and
cars of just about every make. Take 3 paced laps of the 3.5 mile
internationally known course, check out the facility from top to
bottom, buy 2011 tickets, pictures and merchandise.

Cost:

$25.00 (WGI fee) Includes 3 laps of the track with passenger,
WGI complimentary, hot breakfast in the Media Center and
unlimited access to the grounds, buildings and grandstands of WGI

RSVP:

Please let Mike Mollura, Activities Director, know (cnyactivities@
twcny.rr.com) if you plan to attend. We need an estimate for
breakfast and the track group.
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Cantech Automotive Open House and Tech Session
The folks at Cantech Automotive, 6267 E. Taft Road in North Syracuse are
sponsoring an Open House, Tech Session and Luncheon for Central New York
Porsche Club members on Saturday, April 23rd. Specializing in European
autos, Cantech Automotive is a long-time CNY PCA supporter and advertiser
in The Redline Report. They are the premier import and domestic service and
repair facility Central New York. An authorized Bosch Service Center, Cantech
Automotive opened its doors in 1993 and is currently a 10,000 square foot facility
with ten workstations.
Cantech Automotive offers a wide range of services for American, European and
Asian cars trucks and SUVs. Their highly skilled Master Certified technicians,
who receive regular factory training on Bosch automotive systems, utilize the
latest technology and equipment to provide sound assistance with every facet of
vehicle ownership.
Cantech Automotive will have an open discussion on many of the known
problems with the M96 type engine. We will talk about the rear main seal oil leak
issues, open up a Boxster engine with a cylinder liner failure, and demonstrate
replacement of the problematic intermediate shaft bearing. We will also provide a
variety of information about important aspects of various Porsche cars. This Open
House is geared to both technical and non-technical Porsche owners. It is a great
opportunity to ask any mechanical car questions you might have.
2011 CNY PCA Cantech Automotive Open House and Tech Session
WHEN:

Saturday, April 23, 2011
10:00 AM ‘til 2:00 PM

WHAT:

Open House, Tech Session and Luncheon provided by Cantech

WHERE:

Cantech Automotive, 6267 East Taft Road, North Syracuse, NY.
See www.cantechautomotive.com

RSVP:

Mike Mollura cnyactivities@twcny.rr.com with number attending

DIRECTIONS: (Driving Directions Approximate Distance in miles.)
From the North:
Take I-81South to the 481South exit. Merge onto I-481 South/NY-481South 0.2
mile. Take the Northern Blvd. exit 1.2 miles. Keep right at the fork in the ramp.
Merge onto Northern Blvd. 0.5 mile. Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto E. Taft Road
0.4 mile.
From the South:
Take I-81 North. Take the I-481 SOUTH exit 0.6 mile. Take the Northern Blvd.
exit 0.3 mile. Merge onto Northern Blvd. 0.5 mile. Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto
E. Taft Road 0.4 mile.
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CNY PCA 2011 Spring Rally
Our time to drive our Porsches has arrived! To kick off Spring, Jeff Turco is
hosting our annual Spring Rally. Jeff promises a fun and interesting rally through
the hills and valleys of Tompkins County. No tricks, no detours, no dirt roads -just a great drive through the countryside!
Our rally will end at a local restaurant where we can quench our thirst and our
hunger and find out how well we followed the rally directions.
2011 CNY PCA Spring Rally
WHEN:            May 1, 2011         11:00 AM Registration     
11:30 PM First Car Off
WHERE:          Rally starts at the Dunkin’ Donuts, 36 North Street (Route 13)
Dryden, NY.
See map at:
http://www.mapquest.com/listings/Dunkin’_Donuts_Dryden_
NY_25885006?placement=results_org_map
COST:              $10.00 per car.
BRING:

Clipboard, paper and pencil or pen
A non-perishable food or supply for the local Food Bank

RALLY’S END: A local restaurant where we can chat and eat.
QUESTIONS:    Contact Jeff at (607) 844-8191 or e-mail jturco@twcny.rr.com
Jeff promises that you will enjoy some pretty countryside scenery and winding
Porsche roads. So do come out and join the fun!!

EUROCAR 2011
The 10th edition of the Eurocar show will take place on Father’s Day, June 19 at
Lorenzo State Park in Cazenovia. Changes for 2011 include an improved field
layout with more space as well as simplification of the judging procedure, a
“people’s choice” format, and fewer judging classes. As usual food, music and a
variety of vendors will be provided for the enjoyment of participants and spectators
(free admission for spectators). The charity selected for this year’s show is the
Food Bank of Central New York.
Anyone wishing to volunteer to help at the show or to be a sponsor ($50, $100,
$250, $500 levels) please contact Dick Jeffers (dickjeffers@juno.com). A preregistration form for participants will be printed in the next Redline Report.
A limited number of golf and tee shirts from Eurocar 2010, maroon with a silver
Porsche 356 Speedster logo, are still available ($20 & $12 respectively). If
interested, e-mail your shirt size to Dick Jeffers.
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The Redline Market

The Redline Market is a free service for PCA members. Ads run for two issues.
A $10 fee is required to continue the ad an additional two issues. A $10 fee/
issue is also required for all non-Porsche related ads or for ads placed by nonPCA members. The maximum length is 50 words and all sales ads must include
an asking price(s). Send your ads to REDLINE REPORT, c/o Skip Testut, 873
Taughannock Blvd., Ithaca, NY 14850 or testut@ithaca.edu
FOR SALE: 4 - 15 x 6 944 rims mounted and balanced with R-compound
Hoosiers 215/60 x 15. These tires have 2 autocrosses and 2 days at a DE on them.
Lots of tread for an R-compound cuz I don’t slide thru corners! $800.
4 - 15 x 5.5 911 “Cookie Cutter” rims (1972) with rock hard Hoosiers that are 15
year old. $200. Wayne Kunkel 315-685-0091 lotusrpv@aol.com (1)

Another reason, two, why Kathy and Gay Lynn are going with us to the
Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona next year. Photo courtesy of Mike Ballog.
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NICK ORSO’S
BODY SHOP AND SERVICE CENTER

“THE FINEST IN COLLISION REPAIR”

638 WEST GENESEE STREET

syRACUSE, nEW yORK 13204
COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE - 24 HR. TOWING
alignment and suspension repair
SUBSTITUTE VEHICLES

LOCAL CALLS 471-85-21
tOLL FREE 24-7 at 1-877-NICK ORSO (642-5677)

NOW OFFERING NITROGEN TIRE INFLATION
AND SONIC WHEEL BALANCING
see www.nitrofillnow.com for details
Free nick orso auto club memebership!!!

visit us on the web
WWW.nickorso.com

QUESTIONS OR CONTACT US BY EMAIL…
nickorso@gmail.com
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c/o Skip Testut, Editor
873 Taughannock Blvd.
Ithaca, NY 14850
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