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Life at 9k… by Skip Testut
Wow. Where has summer gone?! I
realize that as I write this on my laptop
computer in my son’s and daughter-inlaw’s Cincinnati, Ohio apartment, that
a good two months officially remain to
summer, but for one who has spent his
entire life, save my first six years, in
education, summer doesn’t end in late
September, but with Labor Day. I may
now be retired from all of that, but the
school year calendar seems to affect
us all, even those of us whose lives
revolve around Porsches.
As summers and Porsches go, this one
has been a winner. I’ve returned to
autocrossing after a year’s hiatus and
have had a tremendous time. My bank
account is down because of it, but the
grin on my face is much, much wider.
Additionally and as Madam Prez points
in out in her column in this edition, there
have been many great Porsche gettogethers at the local, zone, and national
levels and at which many of you have
participated. Some of you have written
about these events so I don’t have to tell
you about the summer’s offerings here.
We do have at least a couple months
worth of outdoor events remaining, so
there’s still time if you’ve been remiss
in your attendance. Finally and best of
all, Porsche has announced significant
improvements to the 2009 911 series,
especially to the engines and engine
related components. I admit that I was
highly skeptical at first, but reports from
Road and Track and other automotive
magazines and journalists confirm that
the changes are significant and will be
appreciated by those of you fortunate
enough to drive and/or buy one. If
you’re among those so fortunate, be
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sure to share your opinions with me
and the other readers of the Redline.
We’re willing to experience the new
Porsches vicariously, if that’s the only
way we can.
You’ll note a few changes to the
Redline with this issue. While they
may be minor, all are intended to make
our newsletter a lot easier to read. I
hope you like them, but if you don’t
there’s always a letter to the editor
or emailing me directly. Feel free to
make suggestions as to how we could
improve our newsletter (Noroski, I
know what you’re going to say, but
forget it!). Being of French and Scotch
heritage, I probably won’t change a
thing despite or because of the tone of
your comments, but your CNY friends
will know you tried and that has to
be worth something. Until the next
Porsche event...

Letters to the Editor
Joe’s take on the Parade
Regarding this year’s Porsche Parade
in Charlotte, we did pretty well as a
region: The Gladles took a 1st in class
in Preservation, beating a guy with
fewer than 3K on the clock and Bill
took a 3rd. For only the second time
my Tech quiz trophy was bigger than
Lynne’s, despite usually having half
again her score, with my 1st in 964/993
class, and her 3rd. Chuck also trophied
there, though I do not know what his
place was. The Men’s overall winner
was also a 928 guy and who is tough
to beat. Also, the trophies were decent;
etched glass.
September/October 2008

I got DQ’d for my rollbar in Autocross
SS07 (Showroom Stock), while they
required it for the DE that followed.
Silly rules. It didn’t affect placing since
a Tiptronic is not the best at an AutoX,
but I was happy anyway. The times
were respectable, and continuously
improved.
Sadly, Jess and Aubrey Sutton elected
to skip the autocross, but the Targa
has a 3.2 so it would have had to
run Modified, and would have been
uncompetitive. And none of us fared
well on the Rally, though I think the
Gladles got a trophy there as well. Not
bad for five CNY families attending.
I won’t bother to whine about the food
(the quality was excellent, the price
exorbitant, the service terrible), and
places that can handle 2000 people at
a banquet are hard to come by, anyway.
We are looking forward to Keystone,
CO next year, where we’ll almost
certainly fly.
I do have one comment about the
drive down and back on I-81. I know
how VA deals with its unemployment
- they make them all State Troopers
and in so doing, make the VA drivers
some of the biggest idiots I’ve ever
shared a road with. I almost choked
with laughter when I noted the host of
“Safety Corridor” signs along the way.
I won’t hold my breath, but someday
the powers that control may wake up to
the fact that their enforcement of speed
limits to the exclusion of all else, except
the ownership of radar detectors, is the
CAUSE of their higher accident rate.
End of soapbox. We had fun Botho
von Bose put on a Zone Party worthy
of the name, and “Zee Ones” took the
The Redline Report

Zone Challenge, with much fanfare
and hoopla.
Joe Holzer
From the Internet

A word about an event
from George Beuselinck...
I received the following note from Fred
Jackson, who is sponsoring a PCA
corral at Lime Rock for the Vintage
Fall Festival, August 29-September
1. Although this is not a PCA event,
it should be of value for those PCA
members who are attending.
Please considering adding this to your
region calendar and geting out the word
to your members.
George Beuselinck
Hudson Valley Region PCA
Hope to see you at [Lime Rock for
the Vintage Fall Festival, August
29-September 1]. We’ll have a
PCA corral Saturday and Monday,
with two parade laps on Monday
in the am. Welcome package with
event hat, program, poster and LRP
commemorative pin. And we do a
great car show and concours on Sunday.
Gotten bigger each year - sponsored
by Road&Track and Rolex. All PCA
members are welcome to participate.
Contact Marv Menken at marvinsm@
optonline.net, entry fee $20. Lots of
prizes, including a Rolex Daytona for
Best in Show. We are also planning a
high point 356 class in the concours.
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Re: tix orders, true to Murphy’s Law,
the new LRP website currently has a
glitch which still prevents the use of
the codes. Suggest calling the track 860
435 5000 - anyone can take an order,
but the caller should identify him/her
as a PCA member. That will allow the
discount and us some idea of numbers.
Will advise website fix asap.

point of interest. We could finish the
day at a restaurant of choice, perhaps a
German restaurant and have us a good
old time. We could be doing dinner by
5:30 and everyone could be on their
way home on or by 7:00 or 8:00 PM.

Appreciate you passing the word to
your members. Let me know any
questions.

I would ask others to input their ideas
and suggestions on something new and
different with a letter to the editor. Also
the annual January meeting when we
confirm our calendar for ’09 would be a
must to attend so we can hear your ideas.

Best,
Fred [Jackson]

Chuck Gladle, Member
CNY PCA

A Request for New Ideas

Calling
all
Bibliophiles!

We need fresh ideas for new events.
Now look we are doing just fine but
there is a repetitiveness of events
year after year and we are not wrong
to continue that course. BUT can we
move the agenda to some NEW events.
One could be a “DAWN TO DUSK”
day long event. Well not quite. It
could start at a breakfast at a chosen
location with a time allocation adequate
for the meal and some friendly talk.
The day could be loose and all out
of pocket by the individual or set it
up for a common choice or choices
with a price to include tax and tip.
At 10:00 AM we could begin a sport
driving tour in the country with a
planned lunch stop at noon or perhaps
later. I think 1:00 PM is great as a
lot of the lunch crowd is filing out.
At or about 2:00 we set out for a
“POKER RUN” fun rally for the
afternoon with a planned stop at a
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Porsche

My name is Kevin Gosselin and I am
writing to see if you might include
a mention of my novel in your next
CNYR newsletter. I am a long-time
PCA member. The novel is called Hunt
for 901 and is available at Amazon.com,
Borders.com and demontrevillepress.
com. It is the first fiction, besides most
classified ads, to feature a Porsche. As
a first time novelist the promotional
budget is minimal, so I am trying
to reach out to as many people as
possible who might be able to help get
the word out. You can find out more
about the book at my publishers site,
demontrevillepress.com
If you have any questions, do not hesitate
to call, 720-339-5658, or email me.
Thanks in advance
consideration,
Kevin Gosselin

for

your
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Lady at the Wheel

By Joyce Gladle, President, CNY-PCA
Good Day CNYers!
I hope this issue of The Redline
Report finds you deeply immersed in
your favorite hobby, which I trust has
something to do with Porsches!
In spite of a rainy first half of the summer
driving season, many successful
Porsche-related events have taken
place. Our Zone 1 Driver’s Education,
48 Hours of Watkins Glen, was its
usual success offering even more track
time for entrants. Our CNY 48 Hours
Picnic, which was fortunately under
cover to protect us from the rain, was
none-the-less a fun gathering with lots
of good food seasoned with great track,
Porsche and personal conversations.
The 53rd Porsche Parade in Charlotte,
NC, hosted over 900 entries in
grand style. 5 CNY families were
in attendance at this spectacle of
Porsches—new, old, race, street,
common, and rare. They were a sight
to behold indeed! Our compliments to
the Carolinas Region for pulling this
massive undertaking off and providing
a national stage for Porsche enthusiasts
from across America to gather and
enjoy all aspects of our Porsches and
our organization. For more impressions
of the 53rd Parade, check out the article
in this Redline.

On Labor Day Weekend CNY will
again offer the “Gathering of the
Faithful” during the Zippo Vintage
Festival Weekend at Watkins Glen
International. On September 14 we
will hold our rescheduled Autocross
and Car Control Clinic at Cherry Valley
Kart Track located on Route 5, between
Skaneateles and LaFayette. This event
caters to every member, regardless of
driving experience. That is why we
hold it. So come out and learn to drive
your Porsche or hone your skills, in a
safe environment.
By October we will all be frantic as the
driving season is threatening to come
to a close. That is the perfect time
to join us on our Annual Fall Tour to
Bennington, VT, October 10-12. That
brings us to our final driving event of
the year, a TSD Rally on September 25.
Specifics on all of these events can be
found in this issue of Redline.
So---we’ve got you covered!!!
Relaxing at a picnic, honing your
driving skills, watching great racing
first hand or testing your cognitive
skills on a rally, we have something for
everyone. Why not join us for all of
the events? The bottom line is we all
like to get together and talk about our
passion—our Porsches.
Remember, it’s not just the cars, it’s the
people!!

So now we are off on the second half
of our 2008 driving season. CNY
has lots of events lined up for your
driving pleasure starting with our CNY
Summer Picnic and Wash-n-Shine Car
Show on August 23rd Emerson Park on
beautiful Owasco Lake.
The Redline Report
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Features, Tech Tactics, this meant crossing state borders.
and Crumbly Bleu Cheese This is why we call Baxter “the flyby PPP Thak

A

t the end of every February or
early March, your editor and I
religiously attend the Zone One
Tech Tactics, a two-day extravaganza of
all things mechanical about Porsches.
It is our way to mark the imminent end
of winter and the start of spring. Even
though the real spring is still three-four
weeks away, the trip to Tech Tactics or
its anticipation makes life bearable in
the frozen north. We have also brought
along other car aficionados from the
CNY region to add to the fun. We
have been joined by Ed and Lin Hurd,
Mike Daley, and the ever enthusiastic
Herr Doktor Professor Richard Baxter
“Porsche” Rhodes, a.k.a. the “fly-in
doctor,” a term I suppose that needs
clarification.
Before Tech Tactics was moved to the
Farnbacher Loles facilities in Danbury,
Connecticut, it was held for years at
the Sheraton Hotel in Springfield,
Massachusetts. And before the dates
were shifted to late February, the event
was held in early March, which almost
always coincided with Professor
Rhodes’ “professional dental surgeons
meetings” in Chicago or some other
major city in the mid-West. At least
that is what our esteemed doctor
told his long-suffering wife, the
effervescent Betsy and us. In any case,
for many years, Skip and I (and on one
occasion, Ed Hurd) were charged with
picking Baxter up from the closest
airport to Springfield so that he could
attend his professional meeting prior
to Tech Tactics. In true Baxter fashion,
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in doctor.” For those of you not so
familiar with Dr. Rhodes, he was and
is quite particular about dining out
[Not to mention his selection
of isolated, out-of-the-way
airports. Ed.]. He avoids franchise
eateries, has a penchant for diagonally
cut breakfast toast, and his salads (or
hamburgers) must come with bleu
cheese. Mind you, he does not accept
just any kind of bleu cheese. It must be
crumbly bleu cheese. We found this
out when the waitress at the bar in the
Sheraton Hotel offered to smear bleu
cheese salad dressing from a plastic
packet on Baxter’s hamburger. Baxter
horrified at the prospect, declined the
offer insisting that he was accustomed
only to “crumbly bleu cheese” and
nothing else. On our subsequent trips,
Baxter went so far as to bring his own
baggie of crumbly bleu cheese, which I
am sure was packed for him by Betsy,
to avoid being without basic Baxter
necessities. Relatedly, on one of our
trips back from Springfield and over
Baxter’s strong objection, we stopped
at the local Burger King in Oneonta for
lunch. Apparently, Baxter had never
been in a B & K as we overheard him
grilling the counter boy about how
their chicken cutlets were prepared. I
can still hear that the befuddled young
man saying “Ya see, first we take the
frozen breaded chicken piece out of the
plastic pouch and drop it into the deep
fryer, then we put that p.o.s. between
two buns, slap on some mayo, sprinkle
on chopped lettuce, and viola, you got
your chicken cutlet samwich!” I forget
whether Baxter was able to keep that
sandwich down, but since then, Skip
and I have decided to take Baxter only
September/October 2008

to higher class restaurants, which by
our dining standards, admittedly low,
means we now stop only at Cracker
Barrels on our way back from Tech
Tactics. I think that Baxter approves
because he has not asked them about
how they prepare their food. Now if I
can just get Baxter to exit my Suburban
before I lock it, I’ll have reached the
pinnacle of success, but enough about
Baxter.
Tech Tactics is a strange event that
highlights the symbiotic relationship
between the Porsche factory engineers
and those of us who own its cars. This
means that although the two sides are
at odds, they need each other to exist.
For those of you who have yet to
attend one of these events (and you
should), let me outline briefly what
goes on. Although Tech Tactics is a
two-day event, most of us arrive at the
designated hotel on Friday evening to
eat dinner, meet friends, and to engage
in Porsche chitchat at the “hospitality
room” usually sponsored by the
Paterek Brothers. For years the main
hostess has been the gracious Betty
Tremper, a.k.a. the much better half
of Pete Tremper. “Hospitality” is the
first venue where we Porsche owners
exchange information about what is
new, what is not working, and what
is wrong with our cars. A lot of good
information and joint commiseration
goes on at “hospitality” which, by the
way, is akin to a “Porsche wake.”
The next morning, the event is kicked
off by a speaker who for years (until
recently) has been Jim Newton owner
of a high end Porsche shop known
for costly restorations and racecar
The Redline Report

preparation. Jim is a superb lead off
speaker. I have had visions of asking
him to give the first lecture in my class
just so I can attract a higher enrollment
and to make my dean happy. However,
I don’t think that I can afford to pay
Jim, whose mantra is “don’t fix it
yerself, always hire a professional.” I
believe that the professional wearing
the white smock in his shop demands at
least one hundred fifty dollars an hour
just to look at your car. Fixing it costs
extra.
After the mood setting talk, several
sessions are devoted to either car
models (early 911, late 911, race
cars, 944, 928, 914 (rarely), etc.), or
to specific topics. Most of the time,
the speaker will bring along boxes of
engine parts, or suspension parts that
have failed. These sessions are fun
because they allow us to anticipate
what “features” the factory has failed
to tell us. Tom Charlesworth, the
national tech committee chair is good
at this. It is amazing to see how what
appear to be sturdy and robust parts
in one’s engine can break, get bent,
or just disintegrate. These sessions
should be labeled “things you should
know but never were told you by the
Porsche factory!” This is how most of
us found out about the weak number
two bearing in the 944 engine, the
leaking rear seal in the Boxster engine,
the disintegrating belt in the 964 dual
plug distributor, the ball joint failure in
lowered 944s, the bad battery location
in the 914, the rust prone inner rocker
of the 356, the unobtainable parts in
the 968 transmission, the broken head
studs in the 911SC, the chain tensioner
failures in pre-1984 911 engines, and
the poor design of the oil cap in the
September/October 2008
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996. I am sure that we all have horror
stories about the “features” that the
factory failed to list on the window
sticker. Speaking about the window
sticker, did you know that Porsche is
the only manufacturer that has the
brass cajones to CHARGE for features
that aren’t on its cars?! So, you don’t
want air-conditioning? That will cost
$2,000. No electric window? That is
only $1,500 more. And so on. By the
time you get your bare bones special
lightweight edition, you will have
given the factory at least $11,000 over
the fully loaded version of the same car.
Oh, I forget, that $11,000 will get you a
fender sticker spelling out that your car
is an “RS”.
Now back to Tech Tactics. In contrast
to fellow PCA speakers, the Porsche
factory speaker, who most of the time
speaks English with a heavy German
accent (so you know they are from
the Fatherland), will emphasize the
factory’s latest achievements. Recent
topics included the new Cayenne
upgrades (more power, less gas
consumption, new PSM), the new
ceramic brakes (few of us can afford
these anyway), and reasons why we
should buy the Cayman. I can still
remember Fred Schwab, the former
PCNA headman telling us to build an
addition to our garage to anticipate
room for the Boxster. At no point
during these presentations would the
factory rep admit to any wrongdoing by
Porsche: “ze factory is never wrong!”
These speakers have been trained well
by the factory before they are let loose
among PCA members bent on learning
about what can go wrong with their
cars, i.e., what “features” the factory
The Redline Report

failed to mention in their literature.
When asked challenging questions,
most of the time the response is “Ve
know nutting!”
A favorite session for many is John
Paterek’s talk and slide show. Of
course, John is best known for
preparing award winning concours
cars. And until just a few years ago,
he was famous for being the owner of
one of the few American Roadsters still
in existence. I heard that he sold it so
he and Donna can retire to their beach
house in style. In any case, John’s
presentation is about how to keep your
Porsche in pristine shape, how to repair
rips in your seat, how to restore paint,
and how to start saving to get your
Porsche fixed by the Paterek Brothers.
John always has good tips about fixing
things, for example, eliminating that
nasty patch on your paint caused by
seagull poop that has baked itself into
the paint, or (Skip’s favorite) how to
drop your behind gently into a Porsche
seat without causing harm to the leather
(hint: do not wear a janitor’s collection
of keys on one’s belt; put your left hand
on the right seat back bolster before
dropping your arse onto the seat.)
BTW, Bill Noroski has a fix that will
keep your leather seats in good order.
Never allow anyone wearing shorts to
sit in the car. I thank Jeanne Noroski
for this special tip.
Bruce Anderson’s slide show is also
another favorite of many. In that show,
which I have seen many, many times
but never tire of them, Bruce shows
us the development of the 911 engine
from street to race engine. He also
tells us what works and what does not.
Bruce’s knowledge of the 911 engine is
September/October 2008
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legendary. Let’s hope that he continues
to share his wisdom with us. He speaks
with authority that even the factory
engineers dare not contradict.
Although I am not partial to this
next speaker, it seems that he has a
special appeal to the nerds among us.
Skip always pay special attention to
Allen Caldwell who in his very dry
professorial manner regales those in
the audience who are still awake about
the various grades of oil, properties of
gasoline, and the effects on ethanol on
Porsche engines. Allen’s presentation
is mostly illustrated by hard to read
tables, charts and graphs. Skip laps this
up because he in his own way thinks
like an engineer. Me? I just want to
know what kind of oil I should use to
minimize the smoke that is coming out
of the back of my old 914-6.
At the end of the first day, there is usually
some sort of competition devised by the
factory. Some recent examples include
identifying the sounds made my various
Porsche engines. In that test, the
Porsche engineers threw in the sound
made by a chainsaw, a non-Porsche
Design chainsaw to be exact. Another
test was to see who could change a
factory-racing tire that is mounted on
a GT3 hub. And I believe that one
competition that Ed Hurd entered was
to do a valve job on a 911 head. As a
diehard humanist, I steer clear of these
puzzling competitions that would soil
one’s delicate hands.
The Saturday dinner is the highlight
of the event. No, the dinner is never
that great, but the dinner speaker is the
real entertainment for the evening. In
the past, we have had many prominent
The Redline Report

automotive luminaries attend Tech
Tactics. Some of those whom I
remember are David Donahue, Phil
Hill, Denise McCluggage, Patrick Joy,
and Derek Bell.
Many years ago, there were sessions
on Sunday morning, but these have
been eliminated. The one panel that
I miss is the Tire Guys. At one point,
representatives, from BFG, Hoosier,
Yokohama, Michelin, Pirelli came to
tell us about their most recent street
and race tires and to answer questions
about applications. I also miss for their
presence because they would give away
a set of tires as a door prize. I have
never won a set, but my in-between
Porsche neighbor did. I had hoped that
he would have had the graciousness and
courtesy to offer them to me, but alas,
he used his winnings for his Honda.
Damn the French driving Japanese
cars!
The lesson of this article is the
following: if you want to learn about
the “features” that you have inherited
when you bought your Porsche you
should attend Tech Tactics. You will
never know what these features are by
reading the factory propaganda, a.k.a.,
owner’s handbook. Learn about that
pesky oil leak, or that strange knock,
by interacting with fellow owners at
the Tech Tactics “hospitality/wake”.
And by all means, pay close attention to
what the PCA national tech committee
members share with you at the next
Tech Tactics. Or if you are like Baxter,
bring along a notebook. To Baxter,
Tech Tactics is an extension of his
“professional” conventions. I suspect
that he takes notes just to show Betsy
that he was actually at a convention of
September/October 2008
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sorts. Skip and I have our suspicions
about Baxter’s dental meetings. He
has been looking at teeth for at least
the last forty-five years. If he hasn’t
learnt how to fix teeth by now, going to
some convention will not help. It’s not
as though homo sapiens have evolved
a fourth molar. Skip and I suspect that
he is using Tech Tactics as camouflage!
We’ll insist that Baxter bring Betsy to
the next Tech Tactics. Either that, or
“no bleu cheese for you, Baxter!” RL

Concours Activities at the
Parade by Bill Noroski

A

CTIVITIES started with the
Concours (which was my
focus). Six attendees (cars)
represented the Central New York
Region. They were:
Joyce & Chuck Gladle
‘85 928
Lyn & Joe Holzer
‘95 993
Jessie Holzer
911 Targa
Sally Jamieson & Jim James
‘01 Boxster
Jean & Bill Noroski ‘06 Club Coupe
Betsy & Baxter Rhodes ‘86 911 Targa
We had a day and a half to prep our cars.
This would have been tough in the heat
of summer somewhere in the middle
of a macadam parking lot, but the
organizers had a plan. They arranged
for the prepping to be done in the lower
level of the Charlotte Convention
Center, a very large, modern, well lit,
and 100% air-conditioned facility.
The Redline Report

And, it was just across the street
from the Westin, our hotel and Parade
Headquarters.
What a GREAT idea! We could come
& go as we pleased. We had ALL the
amenities, even a kiosk for lunches
& cool refreshments. Everything was
there except for water to wash the cars.
NO water was available due to drought
conditions in the area, but we managed.
I carried wet towels back and forth
from the restroom and rinsed them out
in the wash basins. We were extremely
thankful, however, for the comfortable
air conditioning and a roof over our
heads. Each car had an assigned space
of 18x18 feet. More than enough to
spread out our belongings and cleaning
materials.
Sunday was CONCOUR DAY. It
began, very early, by arranging the cars
in groups to be set out of the CCC to
travel the short route to the Concours
site. Cars were arranged by class on
the uptown streets of Charlotte. These
streets were blocked off the night before.
Only PORSCHES were allowed. We
owned the Place. What a SIGHT!
You thought you had died and gone
to heaven. Old ones, New ones, Rare
ones. All the BEST the membership
could muster. Over 600 Porsches sat
in array partially shaded by the tallest
building of this queen City. This was
absolutely---Total Overload!
The judging began. I had been selected
as lead judge for the 356 Preservation
Class. Not an easy task. Jim Perrin’s
Carrera II took top honors in that
class.
Now, I’ll tell you my story. Jean & I
September/October 2008
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drove the Club Coupe to the Parade. I
wanted to participate in all the events,
just as we did at previous Parades. Not
take a car in a trailer and not see it or
use it once the Concours was over.
So, the Club Coupe was entered in the
Concours. I had worked my butt off
during the previous 1 1/2 days. Wheels
off, wells detailed, speed shined,
vacuumed
everything,
windows
cleaned, etc., etc. We were in Late
Model 911 Carrera (996,997), Touring
Class. About 20 beautifully prepared
cars were entered in that class.
Finally, my time had come, the judges
grouped around the car. Doors, hood,
and back deck opened, now, the
suspense----I ended up with a THIRD place trophy.
I’m NOT unhappy about that since 1st
place went to my old nemesis, Stan
Pearlman and his son in a 996. As an
aside, the beautifully prepared 1985
928, owned by our own Joyce & Chuck
Gladle, was 1st in their (Preservation)
class. Congratulations to you two for a
job well done. Back to the main topic,
a review of the judging sheets showed
comments like “nicest” & “perfect”
“outstanding”, etc. I lost to the first
place car by only 1.4 points. This was
due to losing 4 points courtesy of the
exterior judge. If it hadn’t been for that
deficit, I could have copped 1st place.
So there, I was beaten by the old pro
and his side-kick son. Two experts, one
car.

whole front of the car had been covered
& was clean like it had been in the past.
It appears that there is a little black
rubber strip, the width of the car, just
behind the area protected by the BRA.
I had collected two small bugs on that
flexible strip. I didn’t see them. BUT
the judges found them. How easy it
would have been to clean that strip.
Needless to say the bugs are NOT there
anymore. They paid with their lives.
So now, you know the rest of the story.
Note: There is too much for one person
or one article to cover on this Parade.
Look for additional comments in these
pages, but it was a fine Parade, one that
will be remembered for a long time.
There were a few hic-cups but all-in-all
it was a very well planned and executed
event. We all had second thoughts as to
how the Carolina contingent would pull
it off with the extensive program they
had planned, especially, right in the
middle of a bustling city like Charlotte.
Well, it was done and it was done well.
Congratulations to those who had a
hand in the 2008 Porsche Parade. RL

What did they find? I use a front cover
(BRA) by Speedlingerie. It is formfitting and covers the entire front of
the car except the headlights. While
prepping the car I assumed that the
The Redline Report
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The Northern Sentinel By Boxster and 996 -- blazing a trail out
Bob Graham
Vision

Y

ou’ve probably had it happen
if you’ve owned Porsches for
a while. You pulled into a gas
station, and the following conversation
developed:
   
    “What kinda car zat?”
    “A Porsche.”
“Oh yeah, a Porsh! [My 		
mispronunciation corrected] Nice
car. They’re made by vokeswagon, aren’t they?”
    “Well, no. Porsche is a separate
company.”
    “Yeah, but it’s owned by vokeswagon, right? Now, you want the
high-test?”
Should I have this experience again, my
reply will be “Actually, it‘s the other
way; in broad terms at least, Porsche
owns Volkswagen.”
Which of course is correct; the guppy
has set about devouring the whale.
Could anyone have imagined this
happening, even in wildest dreams?
Not bad for a firm that 15 years ago
was on the ropes!
Longtime Porschephiles remember it
well. In the early 1990s, annual Porsche
sales figures had shrunk to four-digits.
The product-line was outdated and
overpriced. Speculation was rampant:
the company’s red-ink hemorrhage
pointed to a takeover, perhaps by BMW,
Mercedes-Benz or VW. But salvation
followed, with new models -- the 993,
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of the wilderness. These issued from a
Porsche AG reborn in both production
methodology and spirit; spearhead of
the renaissance was a new CEO named
Wendelin Wiedeking, a production
specialist utterly lacking in reverence
for past practice.
In the years since, Porsche has gone
from strength to strength, as the Brits
like to say. An invasion of the sport
utility market has added yet more cash
to bulging coffers. A four-door sedan is
in the works. And looming above all is
the company’s acquisition of controlling
interest in Volkswagen AG, one of the
world’s largest automakers. For the
Swabians, the financial benefits of the
latter are virtually unimaginable.
But has this prosperity come at a price?
Many say that it has. They charge
that the company has forsaken the
“shoemaker, stick to your last” maxim
voiced by a Ferry Porsche seemingly
opposed to new ventures. They mock
the Cayenne as evidence of heritage
abandoned, and condemn modern
production techniques for a perceived
decline in build quality, muttering that
today’s Porsches are “built to a price.”
They lament the eight-year sabbatical
the company took from the highest
levels of competition – the very activity
that had forged the Porsche Legend so
important in the marketplace. To them,
Porsche should have remained a lowvolume builder of high-quality sports
cars and not become “a truck company.”
When someone counters that hewing
to the old ways would probably have
driven Porsche into another’s arms, they
say that would have been preferable.
At least then, they say, the new owners
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would have let Porsche do what it does
best. And finally, they lay the blame for
this parlous state of affairs at the feet
of the aforementioned Dr. Wiedeking,
dubbing him The Devil Incarnate or at
least his right-hand man.
While I lay no claim to any special
information, I have followed this
evolution as closely as a layperson can,
done my share of thinking about it, and
engaged in debates with others. And
I find significant flaws in the critics’
arguments.
Those who feel the founders’ ideals
have been betrayed should bear in
mind that despite the “shoemaker”
statement, Ferry Porsche lived to see
the company set firmly back on the
road to prosperity with new product
and revised production techniques, and
did not publicly disdain them. Would
he have approved of the Cayenne?
Anyone who believes that he would
have been horrified should be aware
that in the 1970s he commissioned a
feasibility study of a “jeep-like utility
vehicle,” so obviously, the idea wasn’t
new to the firm.
I think of Ferry Porsche as a man of
vision, and can’t believe that he would
have clung to the shoemaker maxim
even as sales tanked and the company
faltered. Surely he realized that times
change, that what worked in the ‘60s
might not work in the ‘90s, that a
changed world required fresh thinking
and new strategies. Historically, a
line-graph of Porsche sales resembled
a sketch of the Himalayas; the sports
car business is notoriously vulnerable
to economic vicissitudes. This feastor-famine cycle could not guarantee
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independence or even survival; a
broader, more-diversified “base” was
needed if the wolf would be kept from
the door.
Some point to Ferrari -- safely nestled
under the Fiat wing -- as evidence
that a takeover by (say) M-B would
guarantee that Porsche could continue
its traditional ways, I would reply
that Ferrari’s situation is unique. The
Maranello firm is a national treasure,
a demi-religion; for Fiat or anyone to
tamper with its fundamental character
would be akin to monkeying with the
Vatican. For all its prestige, Porsche
does not occupy a similarly sacrosanct
position; as an example of what can
happen, consider how General Motors
has reshaped Saab into a firm that
builds cars out of the GM parts-bin.
Who could vouchsafe that Porsche
might not be similarly altered to suit its
new masters’ whims?
Change can be scary. Many people
regard it with fear and loathing. In this
respect Porsche owners are no different
from the rest of mankind; those who
complain that Porsche has become “just
another car company” may well be the
children and grandchildren of those
who criticized the 356A, grousing that
its altered (and improved!) handling
meant that “any fool could now drive it
quickly.” Or of those who slagged the
356B. Time, of course, has shown the
changes to have been wise.
For all of the controversy and
vilification, it appears that someone
has been at the helm who knew what
was needed to restore and augment
Porsche’s corporate health, and to
guarantee continued independence at
September/October 2008
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a time when few small, independent
builders still existed. That person had
the will to pursue this course while
aware that it would inevitably generate
collateral discomfort. What is the term
often applied to a person with this kind
of savvy?
A visionary.
Drive in Its Finest Form!

The Alternative Line
By Joe Holzer

Be Careful What You Mandate…

W

ith my work in the global
energy marketplace, I pay
more attention than usual to
issues that affect that marketplace. Some
of that attention has benefited me in my
investments because of my awareness
of infrastructure opportunities.
A
5/7/08 article by Reuters addresses an
issue that is important to anyone with
a performance automobile, and it will
affect all of us in ways we might not
have imagined. It is also a subject
about which PCA Tech Adviser Allan
Caldwell has written extensively.
Essentially, the article spoke of the
proposed settlement of a federal suit
over groundwater pollution caused
by the gasoline fuel additive MTBE
(methyl tertiary butyl ether) which was
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selected in 1979 to replace lead as an
anti-knock fuel additive, and became
mandated in 1990 by Congress. Its
initial advantage was that it provided
cushioning, like lead, for valve seats,
while not destroying the catalytic
converters starting to be used. It should
be noted that originally formulated
no-lead gasoline was only available
in a low octane quality, which was
incompatible with performance engine
compression ratios. In a sense, MTBE
was an ideal solution since it allowed
more efficient engines to improve air
quality, thereby gaining fuel economy
along with cleaner air. In fact, it is
unlikely that any of the world “fleets”
could have made the mandated CAFÉ,
which was implemented at the same
time, without it.
There was an alternative; ethanol. But
the energy cost to make it in sufficient
quantity was, and still is, merely a
transfer of consumption point, a fact
regularly overlooked by proponents
of ethanol as a fuel “which can reduce
our dependence on foreign oil.” And
for those who have not been paying
attention, the recent doubling and
tripling of the cost for corn has been
a direct result of the use thereof to
make that fuel instead of food. And
substitutions of other grains to make
up for that have resulted in rice and
wheat becoming so dear that huge
populations of the planet’s poorest are
on the verge of starvation as a result.
The political implications of that make
a potential nuclear Iran seem a mere
trifling. Desperation leads to desperate
actions.
However, living up to my two mantras:
“TANSTAAFL” and the law of
“Unintended Consequences” (There
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Ain’t No Such Thing As A Free Lunch
and Shit Happens respectively) it
turns out that MTBE also had another
characteristic. Remember that the
concern regarding lead in the first place
had less to do with catalytic converters
than with its general contamination as
airborne particulate and as it washed
into the drinking water supply. Its
effect on brain health, especially in the
young, was by then well documented.
Well, it turns out that MTBE before
combustion is readily flushed from the
soil by rainwater, and when that flows
into our reservoirs it leaves a taste like
turpentine, and may be a carcinogen.
The good news is that it occurs only
at the point of spills, not as a result of
tailpipe emissions. The bad news is that
the likelihood of small concentration
spills is at every gas station or storage
tank, while large concentration spills
are likely at refineries where it gets
mixed with the petroleum distillates to
make the gasoline.
Here is some more bad news; while
you undoubtedly think that Big Oil has
been making a killing as the price of
gas approaches (and will exceed) $4
a gallon, you probably are unaware
that the owners of the feedstock oil
have been raking in the cash, while
the margins for refining have been
dropping steadily. They have simply
not been able to pass along the same
rate of rise of barrels of light sweet
crude as gallons of 87 octane at the
pump. So despite the prices you see,
both the service stations and the refiners
are being squeezed.
Smart people think about implications,
which is why I rarely think of
“smart” and “politician” except as
The Redline Report

contradictions. A perfect example is the
recently announced rise (again) in the
NYS Thruway Tolls to offset reduced
traffic. Which would suggest that WalMart should start INCREASING their
prices, since people are buying less there
because their own incomes are being
spent on higher fuel and food costs. But
I digress. Oil companies have really
become little more than refiners and
distributors, while ownership of much
of the world’s oil resources has been
taken over by governments who have
seen the potential upside therefrom.
By agreeing to a huge penalty and
almost unlimited “cleanup” costs over
the next 30 years, oil companies have
even further eroded their diminishing
returns on investments. Such cleanup
nightmares, while justifiably assigned
to the responsible parties, will simply
exacerbate an already fragile refining
infrastructure here in the USA, further
eroding real wealth production and job
opportunities here, and will transfer
those activities, which will still be
demanded by an energy-hungry world
for a long time, to third-world locations
where neither environmental nor
human safety counts for much. It is a
business imperative in the absence of
fundamental rules preventing it.
When California and New York in the
late 1990’s decided to require removal
of MTBE, its substitution with ethanol
became inevitable. At least someone
has pointed out that the volume of
fuel we use cannot be immediately
replaced because we haven’t anywhere
near the capacity even if we wanted
to. But requiring oxygenation of fuels
makes something necessary, and right
now ethanol is the only option on the
table besides MTBE, which actually
September/October 2008
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provides much of the same benefit,
albeit with the spill issue.
Ethanol provides no cushioning effect
for valves.
And while Porsches
are unlikely to suffer as a result of
its removal, many past domestic
performance cars cannot make the
same claim. Ethanol is a big problem,
though, for mechanical fuel injection
systems, and especially CIS, widely
used in Porsches, because it provides
no lubrication whatsoever in precision
metal fitments which depend on it.
And its tendency to absorb water,
especially for cars that get driven very
little, makes for a nightmare scenario.
Hopefully, and for awhile, some supply
of specialties like avgas and racing fuel
will be available. But not if refiners are
unable to make a decent margin. At a
certain tipping point, our economic
ability to afford a “stored” vehicle will
be offset by the economic realities of
the infrastructure demands they entail,
in exactly the same way that our driver
skills are inadequate to gain any special
privilege on the roads we share with the
mainstream incompetents who actually
pay for them.
Government has mandated that
specific and increasing percentages of
the gasoline used must use ethanol.
GM makes a big deal about their
E85 vehicles being so “green”, while
neglecting to mention that the fuel
costs almost twice the current cost for
regular gasoline unless subsidized by
government (and how long can THAT
last before the gasoline taxes lost have
to be offset?). As this is being written,
politicos are pandering by suggesting
that there should be a gas-tax “holiday”
to reduce the fuel cost burden for the
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summer of ’08, while most evidence
suggests that people are not so stupid
as not to realize that the bucks have to
come from somewhere, that there is
very little likelihood that such a gesture
would actually save anybody anything,
might simply prolong the inevitable
realization that we consume far more
fuel than we need to, and perhaps
instead that we should be making smart
decisions sooner.
At this moment I wish to step forward
and reiterate something I have said
about CAFE for years: I drive my
RV, which gets atrocious gas mileage
but returns a host of offsetting values,
and will continue to do so even when
gas costs as it does in Europe. I will
continue to examine the cost for fuel
against the alternative costs. So a two
day stay at Watkins Glen is still breakeven. But if all else stays the same and
gas goes to six bucks a gallon, then
getting a room at the Falls Motel instead
will be the choice (I thought about it
this year for the first time). The cost for
gas for my Porsche will be no deterrent,
simply because there is NOTHING that
can substitute for that affirmation of
LIFE, not just existence. Carol will be
unlikely to replace her Cayenne with a
911 for fuel economy, but might drive
it a little less. (Carol – take heart; I am
actually thinking of replacing the 993
at some point with a Cayenne, because
at some point I will no longer be able to
get out of the 993, and the gold-chain
crowd who bought Cayennes in the first
place are starting to dump them at firesale prices as gas costs rise, while you
and I still recognize the value of a true
four–seat vehicle I can fit which still
says Stuttgart in the hood crest). All
the Swiss drivers of Cayennes we saw
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in Appensell are not crazy, but I bet a
lot of them also own small efficient cars
for their daily commutes. Americans
are starting to see the light. For the
first time this year, four cylinder cars
are outselling those with six. And as
the marketplace changes based on the
underlying cost for that fuel, so too will
the quality of the choices in those fuelefficient cars. We don’t need CAFÉ,
a ridiculous mathematical joke pulled
from some politician’s butt which has
only resulted in absurd machinations
like Porsche buying over 50% of VW
so its average corporate fuel economy
for Europe (where, god help them,
similarly stupid CAFE ideas are taking
shape) would include SEAT, Škoda, and
Polos to offset Cayennes and Turbos.
For what real benefit exactly?
Yes, history is full of anecdotes where
government mandate has tried to
move individual thought... and failed
miserably. Prohibition didn’t stop
alcoholism; it probably killed more
people by making them drink unknown
substances. It certainly killed a lot of
people as it created an environment
where organized crime thrived. Just
as the current “war on drugs” has had
little effect on the street price of those
drugs, but has definitely affected the
end user quality. And could readily
be said to have created an entire
underclass of violent criminals preying
on their neighborhoods, and the utter
despair of that situation in society. If
good drugs could be readily bought at
any corner grocery store, would ANY
of those current characteristics exist
today? Wal-Mart pharmacies might
be very different. Joan Claybrook,
a Ralph Nader protégé, insisted we
must have supplementary restraint
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systems capable of protecting people
from themselves, i.e. too stupid to wear
the $10 seat belts also mandated. So
we have landmines in the dashboards
of every car now and we have killed
numerous children with them who
would not have been injured in the
original crash itself. Many others and
I have been made criminals because
she had a wet dream that data from
the first gas shortage (which caused
the original $2/gallon equivalency)
could be extrapolated to 20+ years of
Double-Nickel. And killed FAR more
people than the natural trend would
have suggested in its absence.
The buzz today is all about global
warming and our causing it by creating
CO2. But scientists are starting to
see empirical contradictions to that
even while the world tries to ram
Kyoto down the US economic throat.
Maybe the problem is related more
to the blanket of water vapor, which
comprises a far larger percentage of
the atmosphere. I don’t know. But I
do know that leveling vast portions of
rain forest to plant corn or sugar for
ethanol production would seem to be
counterproductive. And leaving China
and India to grow like unencumbered
weeds while choking off the nation
everybody seems to hate even while
they seem to want to emulate us seems
absurd. But what do I know?
I certainly do not have all the answers.
I barely know a few of the questions.
But I do know that I have never seen
a single example where, TRULY left
to make their own individual decisions
based on their own personal perceived
benefits, people collectively have not
reached an optimum which is better
than its predecessor, without having
September/October 2008
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even discussed it with any other of
those same participants. Adam Smith’s
“unseen hand of god,” though I would
argue that I see no evidence of any but
the most vindictive “god” involved in
any way. I recognize that saying so
means that the religious right will never
nominate me for President. Thank god.
;-) I do not believe there is no place for
government. I believe there is no place
for government where government gets
in the way of doing the right thing. The
right thing is to assure that no PERSON
should be prevented from doing what
they see as their own best interest, so
long as that does not infringe another
person’s doing likewise. That is not so
radical an idea, nor does it suggest no
law whatsoever. Government is best
when it protects me from you and you
from me, but at its worst when it hopes
to protect me from me and you from
you.
The cost of government, including
the cost for the defense of our way of
life, must be borne somehow. If we
generally believe we should protect our
environment (and we certainly should –
do you sleep in your toilet? You sleep
in SOMEBODY’s), and provide for the
general welfare, then taxing fuel is as
fair as anything else, and perhaps more
fair than other regressive taxes. This is
not intended to suggest that I want more
tax, since I read tax law and use it to
minimize my taxes wherever possible.
But if we seriously wish to have energy
independence then we must take a few
reasonable steps, however bad that
medicine might taste: a) Recognize
reality. b) Define the environment as it
currently exists in that reality, and hold
all accountable to make it no worse.
c) Using the resources domestically
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available for the long term, craft policy
which makes their use the lowest cost
to the end user, and all alternatives
more costly relative to their perceived
worth to us (OPEC isn’t going away
soon, but nothing says we cannot tax
oil from Holland lower than from
Iran, and nuclear is the ONLY current
technology which could allow current
infrastructure to transition from oil to
another mobile fuel, whatever that could
be, without further perceived harm to
that environment). That means that if it
would cost $5/gal at the pump to utilize
oil shale, whose current US reserves
exceed the reserves of the Saudis,
then there must be at least a $1.50/gal
tax on all imported oil. Period. d) If,
in the short term, that causes undue
hardships, then allow for some means
to offset that, without diminishing that
pump price which will drive higher
efficiency where real choices DO exist.
But avoid wholesale empathy for those
who HAD the opportunity to not be in
an economic hardship, and CHOSE not
to take that path. I have no sympathy
for dropouts or other irresponsible
behaviors wherein my failing to be as
irresponsible somehow equates to my
having to BECOME responsible for
them thereafter. e) Then get the hell
out of the way and let the marketplace
optimize around that structure.
If we did so I am certain that most
SUV’s in major metro areas would
soon disappear, replaced by Smart cars
or the like. But I also suspect that large
pickups would continue to be the norm
in the hinterland, simply because they
ARE Superb Utility Vehicles. It would
not be by 2009. But it would certainly
be by 2029 that we would have seen a
sea change in our transport systems.
September/October 2008
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Where feasible, mass rail transit would
become more like Europe, and cars
would be significantly more efficient.
ONLY Al Gore’s minions think the
Autobahn is inconsistent with high
fuel costs, though. Most of Germany
resoundingly feels it is a cultural
necessity for Germany, and an economic
one as well since it leads naturally
to those like us who buy Porsches
BECAUSE they were designed to
run there. Well run and maintained
nuclear plants (partly because the
penalties of doing otherwise would be
so onerous) would form the foundation
for production of electrolytic hydrogen
at the same plant locations, well
away from metropolitan areas. The
economics would justify development
of the host of technical solutions needed
to use that in place of “gasoline”, but
as an adjunct to gas at the distribution
points so as to rapidly accommodate
the early adapters almost universally
(I foresee dual-fuel capability in
otherwise
current
configuration
automobiles and trucks as transitional
technology, eventually becoming like
the BMW “water car”, with liquefied
hydrogen dispensed to carbon-fiber
pressure tanks in the cars along with
small gasoline tanks for emergency
refills), and gasoline eventually found
at specialty “convenience” stores
only, just as horse carriages eventually
were replaced by the horseless ones –
mostly but not absolutely, and SOME
infrastructure for those continues to
this day.
And NOT because it was mandated,
which is a fictional artifact, but because
it was based on a rational principal,
universally accepted, combined with
the natural forces so well described by
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Darwin. You know; what made sense
at that time. And every time since.

2008 PORSCHE PARADE
REFLECTIONS
By Joyce Gladle

Chuck and I attended our 15th Porsche
Parade this year in Charlotte, North
Carolina. This may seem like a lot
to some, but we are mere “pikers”
compared to many others. For example,
out of the 53 consecutive Porsche
Parades held to date, Mike Robbins has
attended 49!!! He drives from Indiana
to Parade—no matter where it is. And,
he almost always drives to Parade in
his beautiful, black 356 Cab.
This year’s Parade was the largest ever-972 entries representing 105 of the 139
regions. CNY was represented by Jean
and Bill Noroski, Sallie Jameson and
Jimmy James, Lynne and Joe Holzer,
Betsy and Baxter Rhodes and Chuck
and me.
Chuck and I tend to frequent Parades
that are held in a location that we
would like to visit and that generally
means somewhere rural or at least
outside a large city. Knowing that
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this would be a large Parade, we had
second thoughts about attending a
“city Parade.” However, we can’t say
enough about how well the Carolinas
Region pulled off this Parade. Located
in the heart of the city of Charlotte, our
host hotels and activity and banquet
center--the Convention Center—did
a marvelous job of housing, feeding
and entertaining over 2,000 guests. A
monumental job, to say the least.
In addition to housing and food
requirements, the host region must
plan and organize a Welcome and
Registration area, a Hospitality Room
to include an Internet Café, the Goodie
Store, an Art Show, Tech Sessions,
many, many great seminars, concours
prep area, tech inspection, Parade Kids
Hospitality, Charity Breakfast, trailer
parking, driver autograph sessions,
Teen Mixer, alternate tours (including
to NASCAR shops and the Biltmore
House this year), rally schools,
worker’s meetings, childcare, radiocontrolled car races, the absolutely
wonderful Heritage and Historic
Porsche Display, the Zone Challenge
and many more features. All this in
addition to the competitive events:
Concours d’Elegance, TSD Rally,
Gimmick Rally, Autocross and Tech
Quiz.

our class and 2nd in the 928 Tech Quiz
for Chuck. We participated in every
competitive event and were delighted
to do as well as we did.
If you have ever wondered about
attending Parade, plan to do so.! I
can honestly say that you will not
be disappointed!
The common
denominator is our collective interest
in and affection for those funny little,
fast cars called Porsche. The bonus is
acquaintances and friendships from all
over this great country!
See you in Golden, Colorado next
July? 				
RL

Rest assured, your CNY representatives
did their level best to do absolutely
everything they possibly could in
the time allowed. It was a tough job,
but we had to do it!! Chuck and I
were fortunate to bring home awards
in the Concours-1st with our 928S,
the Autocross—1st and 2nd at Lowes
Speedway—a real treat to say the
least, the TSD Rally, 12th out of 66 in
The Redline Report
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From our friends and sponsors...
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Zone 1 and National News
PORSCHE Enhances Warranty Coverage for Certified
Pre-Owned Vehicle Program: Claims it mirrors new car
warranty
Since August 1, customers who purchase a Certified Pre-Owned Porsche will
receive a company backed 2-year or 50,000m / 80,000km (whichever comes first)
limited warranty that mirrors the new car limited warranty coverage. Additionally,
for customers who buy cars with a balance of the New Car Limited Warranty
Coverage, this remaining balance will be added to the new Certified Pre-owned
Limited Warranty coverage.
Customers will only be responsible for normal wear and tear components such as
brake pads, wiper blades and regularly scheduled maintenance. Twenty-four hour
roadside assistance is also included in the pre-owned package.
“This upgrade to the CPO program will add even more value – and peace of
mind - for these important customers, many of whom are just entering the brand;
obviously, we want to create a very positive Porsche experience with these
new customers,’” said Kevin Harvey, Porsche Cars North America’s Manager,
Pre-owned Operations. “Our goal is to make the pre-owned experience just as
satisfying as the new car one.”
Harvey said the CPO program at Porsche, which is now five years old, is growing
in success each year, and this year he expects record results. North American
Porsche dealers sold a total of 6,985 units in calendar year 2007. Sales are on pace
for over 7,500 units in calendar year 2008. In the last five years, Porsche Dealer
pre-owned sales penetration has grown from 16 percent of the total Porsche Preowned market to 33 percent. This is largely due to the on top sales volume the
Certified Pre-owned Program has created for the dealer network.
Only the best used Porsches are selected as Certified Pre-Owned Porsches.
Every certified used car undergoes a rigorous 111-point inspection and a detailed
reconditioning process by Porsche –trained technicians whose goal is to bring the
car back to new as close as possible.
Continued on page 29
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23rd Annual Zone One Autocross
Sept. 20-21, 2008 Six Flags New England Agawam MA
The Event

Two-day event. New course each day; Parade Competition Rules are used for
classifying & trophies. Men’s & Women’s parallel classes; Must compete both
days to trophy; Team Challenge for All PCA Regions; Registration opens 8AM
sharp; First car off approx 9:15AM; Porsche cars only; Dinner on Saturday night
after the event.

Cost
$55/person early bird-registration until 8/21/08
$75/person after 8/21/08 or at event
Amounts are for one or two days;
Maximum 2 drivers per car per class;
Dates refer to postmark.

Host Hotel
Hilton Garden Inn Hartford North ( Hilton Garden Inn Reservations )
555 Corporate Drive Windsor CT 06095
Phone: 860 688 6400
Rate: $79/king or 2 double beds + tax
Use code PCE for Zone 1 group rate
You must book by 8/29/08 for group rate

Event Contacts
Zone 1 Autocross Chair:
Don Coburn
(516) 804-2562 autoxerpca@aol.com
Zone 1 Registrar: Lin Hurd
(607)-564-7517 before 9pm EST linhurd@hughes.net
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2008 - Zone 1 Autocross Registration Form - Registration Open NOW
Links to the PCRs and other event info will be posted on the Zone 1 website
- http://zone1.pca.org/
Entrant: _____________________________________
Model/year: __________________________________
Co-entrant: __________________________________
PCR class: __________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
Sat. Dinner: $30/person x ____ persons = $ ________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________
AX Fee paid $_____ x _____ entrants = $ __________
Phone (eve): ________________________________
Total Amount Enclosed: $ __________
E-mail: _____________________________________
PCA Region: _________________________________ Checks
payable to: Zone 1 PCA (US Funds Only)
Mail to: Lin Hurd 151 Vankirk Rd. Newfield, NY 14867

‘Porsche No. 1’ The sports car Dr. Ferry Porsche built when he
could not find the car of his dreams. Photo courtesy of PCNA.
The Redline Report
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The new 3.4 liter Porsche RS Spyder V-8 [If this
newsletter had a centerfold, this would have been Ms.
September/October! - Ed.] Photo courtesy of PCNA.

Insure your home & car with
Allstate, and I can help you save
on both policies. Call me today.

866-232-7664

BRIAN P DALEY, RFC
89 GRANT AVENUE
AUBURN
BrianDaley@allstate.com

Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be

lower.Allstate Property
and Casualty
Insurance
Company: Northbrook, IL. © September/October
2007 Allstate Insurance Company
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“New Warranty” From page 25
Porsche Cars North America, based
in Atlanta and Porsche Cars Canada
Ltd., based in Mississauga, Ont., are
the two separate importers of Porsche
sports cars and Cayenne sport utility
vehicles for the United States and
Canada respectively. They are each
wholly owned, indirect subsidiaries
of Dr. Ing.h.c. F. Porsche AG. These
two subsidiaries combined employ
approximately 250 people who provide
Porsche vehicles, parts, service,
marketing and training for its 201 U.S.
and 12 Canadian dealers. They, in turn,
provide Porsche owners with best-inclass service.

Summer Time Blues or
Keeping an Old Porsche
on the Track by Brian Daley

S

o, it’s early July 2008 and our
energetic newsletter editor,
Uncle Skip, reminds me that
it’s time for another submission to
The Redline Report. I generally get
right on it because if I don’t I’ll forget;
which I did because nine days later I
received a “reminder” from my good
Uncle that there was still time before
the issue went to press. OK I can do
this but what to write about? It must be
Porsche-related (let’s not get into that
“discussion” again) but things have
been quiet, cars are running well – wait
– I know – I can tell you about the 928
transaxle saga.
In August 2005 I was having a grand
old time at Mosport running the paint
The Redline Report

off the ‘ol girl when, while exiting
#8 I attempted to downshift for the 9
- 10 wiggle onto the front straight, I
couldn’t get it into 3rd gear. This brake,
downshift, turn-in happens at the end of
the longest, fastest part of the track, the
back straight, so I was probably doing
in excess of 100 mph when I realized I
needed a Plan B. That consisted of left
footing the clutch, negotiating the 9
and 10 turns while coasting and pulling
off the track surface between turn 10 &
1 with my fist up in the air to try to alert
the other crazies on the track that I had
a problem.
After black flagging the session and
getting the cars off the track (it’s always
fun to be the cause of that) the tow
truck showed up to get me out of there.
Unfortunately I had missed the pit road
entrance as it is between turns 9 & 10
and I was not able to slow down quick
enough to exit safely, which meant I
had to be towed all the way around the
course. That’s about 2.75 miles with
my foot on the clutch and the transaxle
making noises that sounded like hell
was freezing over. Obviously my track
time was over and I had an expensive
repair ahead of me. Half way through
the track season with my track car out
of commission is not good when you
are a certified track junkie like me (they
say admitting you have a problem is
the first step to recovery). Fortunately
I had the ’87 924S, Missy’s ‘85 ½ 944,
and my friend Tom’s ’87 944 to fall
back on until I could get things worked
out with the 928.
The next month I attended a
Schattenbaum event at Watkins Glen
where Dan Petchel asked me why I
wasn’t running the 928. When I told
him what happened at Mosport he
September/October 2008

29

told me about a ’78 928 5-speed he
had through a guy that knew a guy
(Dan’s from New Jersey) and I could
have it for $500 bucks if I came and
got it. Road trip! Bill Noroski & I
took my ghetto van and trailer down
to Dan’s place loaded up the parts car
and headed home. It turned out that the
gearbox in that car was a new rebuild
with perfectly clean fluid that looked
like it had never been run on the road.
The box was spotless with a sticker
from the rebuild company. The car
also had an S4 rear wing and S front
valence. The rear wing was worth about
$500 and the transaxle about $2500.
Not a bad deal for me. The plan was
to put that gearbox in until my original
gearbox could be rebuilt and reinstalled
after the season was over.
Fast forward 3 years, the parts car
gearbox is still in the car and I’m
bugging my friend/mechanic to get
the original box back together as the
third gear synchro is starting to go on
the one in my car. Finally in early June
2008 the old box is back together with
many new expensive parts and it’s time
to swap them out. So on a bright and
early Saturday morning I bring some
breakfast sandwiches and coffee to
Joe’s shop and we begin the job. By 2
pm we have it all done, we lower the
car, fire it up, back it out and… I can’t
get it out of reverse!
My grandson Noah’s 3rd birthday party
was at 3pm that day so I had to get
home, clean up and get to my ex-wife’s
house to party like a 3 year old. And
that’s what I did. But because I had
a track event the following weekend
I had to get the gearbox we had just
taken out back into the car until Joe
could figure out the problem. The
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following Monday night after work I
went to his shop to do the dirty deed
of removing the one we put in to put in
the one we took out. By 10pm we had it
back together and on my trailer. I need
a beer, a shower and a good night’s
sleep – in that order. Joe would figure
out what went wrong during the week
when he had the time.
As it turned out he had misunderstood
the service manual instructions (not
hard to do) and had failed to insert a part
concave side up or convex side down or
whatever. End result is when that part
is put in upside down the gearbox gets
locked in reverse. When he removed
the top plate to see what was going on
he figured out the problem, flipped it
around and got it working properly, in
about 5 minutes!
The next step is to bring my car back
in and do the swap AGAIN - for the
last time I hope. Such are the joys of
keeping a 29 years and 10 month old
car on the track. I think I’ll buy a Buick
and take up badminton or croquet. RL

Professor Her Helmut von
Hair says “HOWDIEE!”
Does your car have a name? I’m serious.
Does your car have a name? Well if it
doesn’t it should. Incidentally my ‘65
VW Beetle’s name is Minnie Pearl and
if you remember the Grand Ole Opry,
Minnie Pearl always greeted you with
HOWDIEE!
Bill Noroski has his HEIDI and my
’64 356 SC coupe is ALT BLAU (“Old
Blue”). Why even the Porsche factory
had a name for many of its own cars of
renown.
September/October 2008

1.

What car was named “GROSSMUTER”?

_________________________

2.

Which car was referred to as BABY?

_________________________

3.

What Porsche test car was called FRAU MULE?

4.

James Dean’s 550 Spyder was called what? _________________________

____________________

Now if the factory can have names for cars and some of us do as well, we need to
hear all the names or our regions cars. Please include the year, model and color
so we might all understand their names.
Who has the answers to the questions? The spelling and punctuation need to be
correct as well to be the quiz winner.
Thank you,
Her Helmut von Hair – Member
CNY PCA

CNY PCA At Eurocar 2008 by Dick Jeffers

O

n Father’s Day, June 15th, at least twelve members of CNY PCA participated
in Eurocar 2008, which was organized by the MG Car Club of CNY. One
hundred and seventy three European cars and motorcycles were arranged
in thirty-eight judging classes for a concours on the beautiful grounds of Lorenzo
State Park in Cazenovia.
CNY PCA members made a good showing with Bill Noroski and Heidi taking
Best Of Show. Mark Shultz got the “Hard Luck” award for suffering a blowout
while driving to the event and then having his 356 fall off of the jack during
changing of the tire. Fortunately, Mark’s car was not damaged and he won his
class with Bill Noroski receiving the second place ribbon. Chuck & Joyce Gladle
took first place in the VW Classic Beetle class with their white 1964 VW “Minnie
Pearl.” Les & Jill Lewis were second in the Contemporary Mini class with their
Mini Cooper S, and Steve Lerman took a win in the Contemporary Luxury class
with his Mercedes Benz S430. New member Joe Cali won the German Luxury
to 1988 class with his 1973 Mercedes 280. Bill Noroski & I assisted the MG Car
Club by serving as judges of the class for 1978-1980 MGB/MGB-GTs.
The MG Car Club holds a dinner meeting, at 6:00 P.M. on the first Tuesday of each
month, at Barbagallos Restaurant on E. Molloy Rd. (near the Carrier circle). All
European car owners are welcome to attend. During winter months, the meetings
frequently feature guest speakers. Recent speakers have included Watkins Glen
historian Bill Green, Jim Roberts (Roberts Appraisals) and Jeff Franklin (Franklin
Automotive Restorations). [Related photos on next page]
RL
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“No, really Joyce. This time we can win the blind driver’s
rally!” Chuck and Joyce Gladle and a ‘non-Porsche”
at Eurocar 2008; Photo courtesy of Dick Jeffers.

“Open
Wide!”
Eurocar
2008;

32

Bill
Noroski
preparing
Heidi
for
Photo
courtesy
of
Dick
Jeffers.
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Chuck wins the Tech Quiz OR “What happens in Charlotte,
stays
in
Charlotte!”
Photo
courtesy
of
Joe
Holzer.

Judgment Day in Charlotte. Photo courtesy of Bill Noroski.
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Above: The Gladles accept their Concours Prize. Below:
Chuck and Joyce accepting their Rally Trophy [Apparently
National Rallies aren’t as challenging as those put on by
the CNY-PCA - Ed.]. Photos courtesy of Joe Holzer.
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Above:
Bill
Noroski
accepts
his
Concours
Prize.
Photo
courtesy
of
Joe
Holzer.
Below: What it took to win [Bill at work]. Photo courtesy
of Bill Noroski and taken by official Parade photographer.
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Zone 1 Director, Botho von
enjoying the festivities. Photo
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Bose, and
courtesy of

wife, Susan
Joe Holzer.
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Bill’s Car gets “De-bugged” by the judges. Photo courtesy of Bill Noroski.

On the streets of Charlotte. Photo courtesy of Bill Noroski.
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The Redline Market
The Redline Market is for noncommercial ads, available to all with an active
PCA membership number. Ads are free for two consecutive issues if they are
Porsche related. The decision as to the “Porscheability” of each ad is solely that
of the editor, who’s a strict constructionist concerning such things, his Honda
ownership not withstanding. A $10 fee/issue is required to continue the ad beyond
two issues. A $10 fee/issue will be charged for all non-Porsche related ads or
for ads placed by non-PCA members. All continuing ads must be resubmitted
on a monthly basis before the 10th of the month preceding the next issue. The
maximum length is 50 words and all sales ads must include an asking price(s).
Send your ads to REDLINE REPORT, c/o Skip Testut, 873 Taughannock Blvd.,
Ithaca, NY 14850.
FOR SALE 1987 924S, white/tan, California car, less than 18K miles, certainly
one of the finest original examples in the USA, near perfect condition, and delivers
30mpg on the highway! $8,000 firm, call Bill Hayman 315-265-2140 for details
(1).
POSITION VACANCY: Advertising Director of the CNY-PCA. Requires no
experience and if the Redline editorship is any indication, talent and ambition aren’t
necessary, either. The CNY-PCA needs a volunteer to help us attract more advertisers
and you look like just the perfect person. If interested, contact Joyce Gladle
FOR SALE: Need new upholstery for your Honda? Eclectic mix of past Parade
& Track-Date Shirts! Most never worn. I simply have WAY too many. Most are
2XL; Mix of short and long sleeve. Five shirts for $15 plus shipping, proceeds to
be donated to my favorite charity: The Joe Holzer Black & Tan Fridge Collection.
Check website http://www.holzerent.com for address or call 315-622-9241. (2)

38

The Redline Report

September/October 2008

Die 2008 CNY, Zone 1, and PCA Kalender
SEPTEMBER
5th - 7th - CNY-PCA Watkins Glen Vintage Race
6th - 7th - CNY-PCA Vintage Weekend Gathering in Turn 5 at The Glen
14th - CNY-PCA Autocross & Car Control Clinic - Cherry Valley Kart Track
20th-21st - Zone 1 Autocross - Springfield, Massachusetts
OCTOBER
10th - 12th - Annual CNY Fall Tour to Bennington VT
25th – CNY-PCA Fall Rally hosted by Sallie Jameson
NOVEMBER
22nd – CNY-PCA Annual Banquet and Business Meeting
DECEMBER
14th- CNY-PCA Channukah, Christmas, Kwanzaa Party
Hosted by Wayne and Linda Kunkel

CNY-PCA SUMMER PICNIC AND CAR SHOW
On Saturday, August 23, 2008, Central New York PCA will sponsor a
Family Picnic and Wash and Shine Car Show.
This will be a relaxing day designed to check out some beautiful Porsches,
fraternize with our car buddies, enjoy some good summer-time food and
kick back, put your feet up and enjoy a fine summer day in the shade of
tall trees with cool lake breezes brushing past you.
Now you might ask: “Where can we find such a spot?” Well, I will tell you.
With your fellow Porsche Club members at Emerson Park at the north end
of Owasco Lake, just south of Auburn, New York.
Do join us!! We are going to have a fun and relaxing day!!
CNY PCA SUMMER PICNIC and WASH & SHINE CAR SHOW
When:        Saturday, August 23, 2008
Times:    11:00 AM park Porsches on the grass between our pavilion
and the lake. (We have a special permit to park on the grass.)
                     
12:30 PM Picnic Lunch - CNY PCA will provide the main
course, tableware and soft drinks. (If you would like something
else to drink, please bring it with you.)                     
Continued on page 40
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“Summer Picnic and Car Show ” From page 39
Where:

Sea Wall Pavilion (covered), with beautiful lake views and next
to the Channel, Emerson Park, State Route 38 A and East
Lake Road, Auburn, New York. See map at: www.mapquest.
com/maps?city=Auburn&state=NY&cat=Emerson+Park .

Attractions:  The Park offers 133 beautiful acres of open space and
includes a museum, swimming, a playground, ball fields,
etc. No pets allowed. See more on their web site:
http://www.co.cayuga.ny.us/parks/emerson/info.html.
Bring:

A dish to pass, a comfortable chair, something to play with (a
baseball and bat, volley ball and net, horse shoes, croquet set,
Frisbee, swim suit, etc.), Porsche stories and a smile. That’s
all you need!!!

Cost:

$5.00 per person and a $2.00* per car parking fee. *Parking
free for seniors and handicapped.

Plan now to join us!! This will be a fun day to sit back, relax and enjoy
our cars and our good Porsche friends!

CNY PCA VINTAGE WEEKEND
2008 GATHERING OF THE FAITHFUL
Once again this year the CNY “Faithful”—old and new—will gather at the
infamous “Bus Stop” on the famed Watkins Glen International Race Course to
cheer the drivers and cars of yesteryear! Now some of the drivers are not going
to particularly like that moniker being applied to them, but...
Seriously, this is a wonderful weekend adventure. If you have never been, you
really need to put it on your calendar this very minute and attend and have yourself
a wonderful, entertaining and educational time!!
Friday starts the weekend off with a free Vintage Weekend Festival in the streets
of the Village of Watkins Glen. They close the main drag, Franklin Street, to
through traffic and open it up to vintage automobiles. You are free to walk the
streets and examine the cars, check out the bands, enjoy food and beverage, shop
at the sidewalk vendors and take in the sights. In the late afternoon, many of
the vintage cars registered to race on Saturday and Sunday come down and park
on Franklin Street for your viewing pleasure. Soon they fire them up and they
roar through the streets of the village and countryside of Schuyler County in a
reenactment of the original Watkins Glen Grand Prix. Very, very cool to watch!!
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On Saturday and Sunday CNY members gather at the campsite of our members
to watch the various races and encourage the drivers. Most use the site as “home
base” while moving to various viewing vantage points around the track. Then
back to the CNY enclave to kibitz about the cars and racing, grab a bite to eat and
kick back and relax.
NOTE: You must have an event ticket to enter the track. You can purchase these
before the event on line or at the gate on race day.
When:

September 6 and 7, 2008

Time:

Any reasonable hour, providing our hosts are awake!

Where:

At our CNY hosts, Cathy and Chris White’s motor home. Look for
a BIG red and silver bus with a Porsche tapestry (as seen at the 2008
Charity Auction) in the window. Also, look for Viv and Dick Shea,
Lin and Ed Hurd and Missy Miller and Brian Daley and their motor
homes.

Location:

Inside the track at the “Bus Stop” (inner loop for NASCAR fans),
also known as Turn 5.

Directions: Enter Watkins Glen Race Track at Gate 2. Proceed under the tunnel
and turn left, immediately. Follow this road almost to the end. There
will be a rest room on the right and a chain-link enclosure on the left.
The CNY motor homes will be located inside the fenced enclosure.
Bring:
A dish to pass, your beverage and a lawn chair.
This Watkins Glen Vintage Racing Weekend has become the largest attended in
the United States and that includes Laguna Seca! Come join us and see why we
go back year after year!!

CNY PCA AUTOCROSS AND CAR CONTROL CLINIC
Brake in a straight line. Shift before entering the turn. Turn in. Apex. Track out.
Left foot braking. Correct tire pressures. Heel ‘n toe. Shift range.
What is that all about? Autocrossing at Cherry Valley Kart Track, of course.
Why should I try that? Because it’s fun and you have a car that can handle it! 		
		
(Well, maybe not the Porsche “truck”.)
Will I learn how to do all the techniques mentioned above? Heck no!
Continued on page 42
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“Autocross and Car Control Clinic ” From page 41
Do I need to? Heck no! As they say in Olympic swimming competition “You’ll
just be getting your feet wet!
Do I need to drive at speed? No.
Will I learn what my car is capable of? Yes.
Can I use what I learn at the track on the street? Yes. It is much better to learn
to threshold brake at the track than when a deer jumps out in front of your car!
Instructions to all of the above will be provided. Who knows, your instructor
might be one of our famous college professors from Ithaca. They explain things
so well, there will be no need to pay $1000 a credit hour, either.
This is the perfect opportunity to get used to the handling and shifting of your new
Porsche, practice with your old one, get in a few hot laps, scrub in your new tires,
seat your brakes, see exactly how your Porsche will handle in a safe environment
or just plain have fun running the course! This is a golden opportunity for our
members new to Porsches or with new Porsches, as well as our PCA ladies (who
don’t necessarily like to drive the family Porsche with their husbands watching
every move), to come out and practice and learn in the company of a calm,
qualified person.
The Autocross part—it is a timed lap of the track with one car running at a time.
The fastest time wins. We have many classes to run in. And it’s optional—if you
don’t want to be timed, you don’t have to be.
Cherry Valley Kart Track, under new ownership, has recently been repaved
and lengthened. It is not what you veterans remember. The restaurant has been
upgraded so you don’t even have to pack a lunch.
AUTOCROSS/CAR CONTROL CLINIC DETAILS
When:

September 14, 2008
Registration:
Tech Inspection: 8:30 AM – 9:30 AM
First car off:
10:00 AM

8:00 AM -- 9:30 AM

Where:

Cherry Valley Kart Track, 4930 Route 20, Lafayette, NY, 3 miles
west of Route 81. For a view of the track and directions, see: www.
cherryvalleymp.com

Cost:

$25.00 per driver. If only one driver, this fee also includes entry into
the facility for your passenger. You will have lots of track time!
		
Bring:
Your helmet. If you do not have one, we will have loaners.
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RSVP:

Steve Lerman at slermey@aol.com, or call (315) 446-3315 home, or
(315)383-4128 cell, with questions or comments. Please let Steve
know if you plan to attend so we can get a head start on
registration and class structure.

This event is an excellent learning experience for our novices and a great day of
driving for our more experienced members. We hope to see you there!!

2008 FALL TOUR by Joyce and Chuck Gladle
It’s really early to be thinking about our 2008 Fall Tour, but think about it we must. Since
we will be traveling to an area renown for its beautiful fall foliage at a time when color
in the mountains should be at its peak, our host hotel is requiring early reservations.
Our 3-day tour will start on Friday, October 10 as we tour over scenic roads east
toward Vermont. Friday evening will find us on the secluded 8-acre grounds of the
Paradise Inn in beautiful Bennington, VT. After settling in to our rooms for a brief
respite, we will gather for our traditional and always fun Welcome Party and frivolity.
Saturday and Sunday will be filled with touring through the Green Mountains
alive with fall colors, a visit to the famous Hemmings Motor Museum and
old fashioned gas station, touring over covered bridges and past the 406’
Bennington Monument, a visit to Bennington Pottery, a banquet on Saturday
evening and much, much more. We will even provide a little time to kick
back and relax, go shopping, wash your Porsche—whatever you want to do.
We have blocked 40 rooms at the Paradise Inn. The rooms will only be held for us until
July 10. The Inn requires a 2-night minimum stay to take advantage of the CNY PCA
rate. The blocked rooms and prices (prices do not include the 9% VT tax) are as follows:
ECONOMY - Queen, Full Bath @ $85 per night - 3 available
King, Full Bath @ $90 per night - 4 available
Doubles, Full Bath @ $90 per night - 6 available
PREMIER - King, Patio or Balcony @ $110 per night - 9 available
Doubles, Patio or Balcony @ $110 per night -- 18 available
Call the Paradise Inn directly at 1 800 575-5784 to make your reservation. Be
sure to mention our reference name “CNY PCA” to get our group rate. You can
visit the Inn’s web site at www.vermontparadiseinn.com for more information
on the facility.
We will provide complete information on meals and schedules as soon as they
are available. Plan now to join us for this wonderful fall driving event!
The Redline Report
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CNY PCA “SAVE THE DATE”
FALL RALLY – OCTOBER 25, 2008
Save Saturday, October 25th for our Fall Rally.
Once again this year, Sallie Jameson has put together a fun TSD (time, speed,
distance) rally. Nothing tricky to get you lost, just straight-forward rally directions
designed to take you on some fun roads so you can enjoy the beautiful scenery
while driving your Porsche. Best of all, although highly unlikely, those of you
incapable of following Sallie’s excellent instructions will have even more time to
enjoy the beautiful scenery. In short, you can’t lose!
The rally will start in the Liverpool (Syracuse) area. We will gather at the end
of the rally for our usual kibitzing, refreshments and announcement of how well
we did.
Come out and join us! This could be one of the last good drives of 2008.
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NICK ORSO’S

BODY SHOP AND SERVICE CENTER
“thE FINEST IN COLLISION REPAIR”
FULL COLLISION- 24 HR. TOWING
FULL MECHANICAL-SUBSTITUTE VEHICLES

638 WEST GeneSEE STREET
sYRACUSE, nEW yORK 13204
LOCAL CALLS 471-8521
tOLL FREE @ 1-877-NICK ORSO (642-5677)
free information hot line

at 422-6425 for “the 10 secrets most body
shops and insurers don’t want you to know”

visit us on the web
WWW.nickorso.com

QUESTIONS OR TO CONTACT US BY EMAIL…
nickorso@prodigy.net
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