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Ramblings at 9k… by Skip Testut
Sitting here at the computer above the
chilly February waters of Cayuga Lake
makes it hard to believe that just over
a week ago I was in sunny Florida at
the Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona. Well,
maybe most of the year it’s sunny
Florida, but for us it was either mid-70s
and rain or low 40s with high winds
and overcast. Regardless, it was a lot
better in Florida than being in what I’m
seeing outside my window.
Three determined CNY PCAers,
David Smith, Mike Ballog, and I, left
from Mike’s house in Binghamton on
Wednesday, January 27 at 5 PM for
what promised to be a winter road
trip to end all road trips. Mike had
volunteered the use of his large Chevy,
crew cab, pickup truck with a cap over
the back. He also had planned our
menus, bought all of the food, and even
supplied the tent. I’m telling you, Mike
is nothing if not diligent.
While large Chevy pickup trucks
don’t do much to cut gasoline costs,
it was amazing how comfortable the
modern pickup truck is, at least to
this non-truck driving writer. I guess
I owe Carol an apology, but as Mike
Darminio caved first and one apology’s
enough per Redline, she’ll just have
to wait. As I was saying, the modern
truck not only affords great views
owing to its towering height, but is also
very quiet and comfortable. Of course,
beef jerky, salt and vinegar potato
chips, cans of pistachios, and CDs
covering a multitude of music genres
helped, but packing sleeping bags, tent,
and food for a week probably wouldn’t
have fit inside a Prius. Besides, Chevy
trucks stop, something that appears to
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be a “delete option” on Toyota-made
vehicles of late.
I have to confess that Mike did the
lion’s share of the driving, both to and
from Daytona, even though I asked
and asked repeatedly. Finally to get me
to shut up, I was given a 3-hour stint
between 1 and 4 AM that Thursday
morning.
We drove without letup from 5 PM
Wednesday until about 5 AM Thursday
morning, when we pulled over into a
McDonald’s parking lot to sleep until
they opened at 6 AM. From there we
headed to Cleveland, GA to look over
a Porsche specialty machine shop,
Flat 6 Innovations, deep in the hills o’
western Georgia that Mike wanted to
visit. I could have sworn I heard banjo
music in the background as we drove,
but the roads were good, the scenery
very attractive, and Flat 6 Innovations
was well worth the visit, if you’re into
Porsche machine shops, which we
were, even the Honda owning member
of the group.
The folks at Flat 6 Innovations http://
www.flat6innovations.com/ were very
hospitable, arranging an impromptu
tour of the entire operation from the
disassembly and reassembly to the
dynamometer rooms. There was a
fortune in Porsche engines in different
stages of repair and from all Porsche
generations and iterations, antique to
present, street to track. I couldn’t help
but be impressed by the cleanliness
of everything and how friendly and
interactive all employees seemed to
be. The impression was that the entire
operation was made up of close friends
who decided to form a business.
Maybe, that’s what they did, but I don’t
March/April 2010

think so. Anyway, after hanging around
a short time, we headed for Savannah
to pick up my daughter, Jessie, and
to stay the night at her townhouse,
hopefully getting some rest before the
race, itself.
We arrived in Savannah in the middle
of Thursday afternoon. We had been up
for a couple of days without anymore
than a one-hour nap by that time, but
while tired, none of us seemed to be
showing the effects, probably the result
of McD’s coffee, beef jerky and salt and
vinegar potato chips. At least that’s my
explanation. Jessie had to work until
8:30 that night, but had arranged for
us to meet some “cousins” I had never
met or even knew about until Jessie
discovered the name in a Savannah
phonebook and contacted them. I guess
that’s the advantage of having an unusual
family name. I was concerned about
how in touch with reality I’d be by the
9 PM meeting at The Distillery http://
www.distillerysavannah.com/ in the
historic district of Savannah, especially
following two days without much
sleep, but plunged ahead. David being
the wisest of the group decided to
turn in early, but Mike was ready and
joined us. The cousins turned out to be
an interesting group. Chris, the pater
familias, was very friendly and had
brought the entire family right down
to the very young, the latter being very
tired and very bored. He did this just
so they could see cousins (Best guess:
Chris is a 2nd cousin once removed.
Such designations are important in
Kentucky, though the rest of the USA
doesn’t seem to know or care even
in Georgia). The beer, food (fried
calimari and sweet potato fries), and
conversation were all good and a nice
The Redline Report

end to what had been a very, very long
48-hour day.
The next morning, Friday, we hit the
road for Daytona and the International
Speedway, arriving mid-afternoon.
If you watched the race you might
have wondered where or if there were
spectators, but the place was packed.
I doubt more than a handful actually
ventured into the grandstands, most
preferring to remain in the track infield.
We camped in a small, grassy lot in the
infield between an elderly couple from
western Georgia and a group of young,
Florida crackers. The crackers and the
elderly couple had been coming to the
Rolex 24 Hours for about 10 years and
were very helpful to us Yankees, which
they kindly did not call us. They may
have thought it, though.
After we settled in Mike announced
that he desperately wanted wings at
Hooters. I would have thought “breasts”
to be more apropos, but never having
been to a Hooters I wasn’t about to turn
it (them?) down. Note to Kathy, Mike
swears he only goes to Hooters because
of their excellent wings. As he behaved
himself, I can only assume he’s telling
the truth, but then he probably claims
to read a certain, well known men’s
magazine for its articles, too.
Race day we awoke at a leisurely hour,
cooked breakfast, then walked around
the infield looking at the last minute
preparation of the race cars and the
thousands of race fans intermingling.
Just before the race started at 3:30 PM
the rains came and came and came and
came... Fortunately, I brought my rain
gear as umbrellas were not permitted
trackside. We hung out in the infield
alongside the track and saw some pretty
March/April 2010
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decent racing until it was announced
that a chili cook-off was being held in
the infield to be followed by a wine and
cheese tasting. The prices were pretty
reasonable ($1 for a cup of chili and a
few $$ for the wine and cheese tasting)
and with the heavy rains the idea of
steaming hot chili sounded great.
There were 12 different chili teams
competing for the honors. All were
decent, but I didn’t find any that were
what I’d call “spicy.” That’s not to say
they weren’t good, they were, but just
not as spicy as I’d expect in the South.
The most interesting one to me was a
“catfish chili.” No, it wasn’t all that
good, just interesting that someone
would have thought it might work.
It didn’t. As for the wines, I’m no
wine connoisseur but I thought the
samplings, of which there were many,
were comparable to a good vintage
Thunderbird, Boone’s Farm, or maybe
MD-20/20. Maybe it should have been
shaken and not stirred. Anyway, cheap
wine’s wine and I wasn’t complaining
more than observing. There were also
two beers in the tasting, one kinda flat
and the second unhopped, a rarity. If
you’ve never had unhopped beer, it
tastes like apple cider (NOT apple juice).
It was interesting. As for the cheese,
Velveeta would have been tastier than
what they served, but maybe it’s hard
to get good cheese when you’re not in
a dairy state. Still, after a diet of McD’s
coffee, beef jerky and salt and vinegar
potato chips it’s obvious that I don’t
have much room to pass judgment.
We walked all over the track, stopping
at many campsites along the way,
enjoying the crowds and the cars. By
evening the rains stopped, replaced by
gusting winds and around midnight I
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was ready to sleep. Despite the noise
of the race cars (they actually drowned
out any and all sound systems all
over the track... a blessing, IMHO), I
slept relatively soundly, occasionally
stirring, but the constant sounds of
the race engines, the lights, and being
inside a tent made it all seem like being
in a post-apocalyptic sci-fi movie. In
fact, every one of us slept until about
7 the following morning, when we
awoke to temperatures in the low 40s
and blistery winds. While those of us in
our group felt pretty warm in our spring
jackets over sweatshirts over longsleeved shirts, the guys next to us were
suffering. I felt so sorry for one that I
brought over my Carhartt, which he put
on immediately. He told me that while
he wouldn’t want to live in any part of
the world that had to have Carhartts to
survive, he was mighty grateful he was
camped next to one who did.
The race ended at 3:30 that afternoon
and we returned to Savannah for the
night where Mike cooked up a mess o’
pork spiedies, we drank some wine, and
settled in for the night.
Around 8 AM the next morning,
Monday, we hit the road for NY, passing
through the remnants of a severe winter
storm that had pelted the south from
Maryland to South Carolina over the
weekend. As much as 12” of snow sat
along the roadside. We also saw cars
that had flipped, slid off the interstates,
and lots of damage. Fortunately, by our
arrival on Monday the roads were clear,
the sun was out, and the roads were dry.
In fact, we had an easy drive, excepting
the Washington, DC area, and managed
to be back in Binghamton by 10:30 PM.
There was absolutely no snow on the
ground in either Pennsylvania or NY,
March/April 2010

so apparently extremely cold temperatures were all that had hit the region in our
absence. That left me with an easy 1+ hour of driving to make it back to Ithaca.
Speaking of which, despite the fact that I had been in the south for only 3 days,
just 2 of which were what you’d call warm, I suffered from the chills all the way
back home from Mike’s. To be honest, it didn’t make any sense as the truck in
which we rode was very comfortable and my Buick’s heater put out enough heat
to melt lead for bullets. Anyway, by the time I got home around midnight, I was
feeling relatively relaxed but definitely ready for bed.
I think I’d like to go back next year. Jessie e-mailed me and mentioned that she’d
like to go to other major races, but is hinting that we should try Monaco. I told
her that since Princess Grace died, there’s no reason to go there, but I’m open to
suggestions...

The editor and his daughter enjoy a relaxing moment
at the 2010 Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona; Photo
courtesy of Mike Ballog
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Letters to the Editor
Carol’s Revenge!
Carol,
I can no longer make jest of the “Porsche
Truck” after the impressive win by the
Action Express team at Daytona. Yes,
with a Porsche V-8 straight out of your
vehicle!
Humbly,
Mike Darminio

Carol was there!
Yes My Darlings!
I was there to see it too! I was at the
Corral and when the food was passed
out supplied my Melbourne Motors, I
thought Ed [aka, Skip. Ed.] was
sure to be there. Sandwiches, wraps,
cakes, I signed the book and left him
a note…
Cocky of me, but I have the racing
fever and think I can take that 18 yr
old on Gibbs’ team, my 53 yrs against
his 2. Just give me a few laps on that
simulator down at BGM!
BTW, it is not a Porsche TRUCK!
Carol

It Gets Lonely in Spencer...
Check this article out - http://autos.
aol.com/article/porsche-biologydesign and especially the quote within
the article: “A Porsche driver, science
says, no matter where or how they
drive, have higher testosterone levels
than if they were stuck in a sedan. By
driving a Porsche they become more
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potent competitors in the game of
life, presumably upping their ability
to continue to do whatever they were
doing to enable them to procure a
Porsche in the first place. One might
argue that, rather than costing more
because marketers tell us they’re worth
it, Porsches are expensive because our
genes value them so highly.”
Tim Schwender

A GREAT IDEA
Melissa Miller, our CNY Treasurer,
came up with a great idea at our January
Planning Meeting. Missy suggested,
due to the difficult economic times
we are currently in, that we enhance
our regular meetings by bringing a
non-perishable food or supply item to
each of our events. These items would
be donated to the event host’s local
charity.
By all accounts Food Pantries all
around the country are struggling to
provide needy families with a little
additional support. The thought is that
even 1 canned item per CNY entry at
our events would provide some much
needed help.
Mary Darminio, who has recently
been involved with a local food
pantry, commented that items such
as toothpaste, shampoo, soap, paper
towels, pasta, cereal, flour and sugar are
welcomed as well as canned goods.
So let’s give this a try. Every donation
counts and over the course of our
CNY year’s events, we can make a big
difference and keep our support local.
Joyce Gladle
March/April 2010

A Voice from the Past

So, hello from us to any who recall our
membership time.

A voice from the past! We were active
in the Central New York PCA back
in the ‘70s, and just happened to run
across the current Redline Report, and
could not resist dropping a note.

Bob and Linda Geers
Cedar Key, Florida

As you may remember, I was the editor
for a year or so (can’t remember how
long) back in the ‘70s. I ground it
out on the typewriter and ran it off at
school.
Looks like the same old group of
people heading up the club, and I’m
sure it’s a lot of fun still! I went HProd
racing with some success, and then
pretty much left the car scene. We live
in Cedar Key, Florida now, retired, and
enjoy it here.

Change we can believe in
We need to make a new position in
CNY PCA, a permanent one, and Thak
Chaloemtiarana should forever be
named our Community Organizer.
Getting folks together and on the right
path, he would be an asset in heading up
our budget plans, maybe a czar or two.
Progressive wisdom and influence so
we can spread the wealth. I only hope
to be enriched by his wisdom. Hope I
don’t see this in the “Redline Report.”
Mike

We remember you really knew your
way around an autocross course!! I
remember clearly that you could beat
Chuck any day of the week! [Some
things never change... Ed.] I
leave it to you to tell him that, or not!
If I remember, your Uncle was “10
Pins,” can’t come up with his name
but saw him race many times. Nolan
Swift????? Swifty?? Must be the
genes.

[Don’t worry, Mike, I won’t tell
a soul. Ed.]

I remember Alice and Harold Van
Buskirk, two of my favorite people, and
of course Marv Jennings, sorry to hear
he passed, a really good guy. Harold
had passed while I was still in the area.

Word document forms are located at
http://clash.tobe.com/clash10-vol.doc
PDFs are located at http://clash.tobe.
com/clash10-vol.pdf  

I assume Bill and Jean still have Heidi,
what a splendid car, and I remember
the infamous leaky gas tank episode,
and Jim Ball’s Cabriolet, looked just
like a racecar. Harold (Van) often
commented on that!!!
The Redline Report

Porsche Clash Volunteers
Wanted
We need volunteers for the 2010
Porsche Clash Club Race. Information
can be viewed at the web site: http://
clash.tobe.com

It would help me if folks filled out the
forms online, but I’ll take them either
way.
Thanks,
Tim O’Brien
email: tobrien@tobe.com
Cell Phone: (315) 727-1478
March/April 2010
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Lady at the Wheel

By Joyce Gladle, President-CNY PCA
Is it time to come out of hibernation?
Perhaps that is a risky thought for midFebruary-- particularly where we live.
It has been an unusually mild winter
for CNY--as winters go. So it’s high
time we start thinking about warmer
temperatures, rains to wash the nasty
salt off the roads and places to go and
things Porsche to do!
Nearly 50 CNY members gathered at
Connie and Steve Turco’s house on
January 31 for our Planning Meeting to
carve out a schedule of fun, challenging
and interesting things to do with our
Porsches and our Porsche friends in
2010. The day was highlighted by
the unlikely win of a Porsche-powered
Riley in the DP Class of the Daytona
24 Hours and top 5 placements for 3
Porsche Grand Am entries.
Several of our members, including
our Redline Editor, Skip Testut,
Mike Ballog, David Smith and Carol
O’Hara, braved the un-Florida like
weather to observe this momentous
event in person. Happiest of all, I am
sure, was Carol who has had to endure
repeated jesting in Redline from all
fronts about her unabashed dedication
to her Cayenne. So who’s laughing
now?? That winning Porsche-Riley
was powered by a modified Cayenne
engine!!! Who’s your daddy???

of Porsche, have generous members
who offer to host events and live very
close to one of the premier race courses
in the world, we have pieced together
a very full and well-rounded year of
events.
New on the agenda this year is a tour of
the Rosenblum Auto Museum as well
as an opportunity for those of us who
do not normally have the chance to get
out on the Watkins Glen racetrack to
do so without entering a full-fledged
driving event.
Our tried-and-true events will also
return this year. 4 Tech Sessions to
satisfy interest in all models of Porsches,
rallies, concours, autocrosses, family
picnic with a special treat for our
“Porsche kids,” charity auction, tours
and parties—all will be available for
your pleasure.
Check out the new, “2010 Die Kalender”
in this issue and “save the dates.”
If you haven’t joined us for an event
recently—or ever—please do so. We
have a wonderful group of “regulars”
and we have a blast together. If you
come every now and then, come more
often, the more the merrier!! If you are
one of the “CNY regulars”, keep on
coming along as we build our region.
Remember: It’s not just the cars, it’s
the people!!

Our group of planners was as diverse
as our driving opportunities. Since
we live in a beautifully scenic area
with great “Porsche roads,” enjoy the
support of our members in the business
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CNY-PCA Willkommen Wagen
By Connie Turco, Membership Chair
Primary Members:

278

3 New Members:
Steve J. Chapin   

Syracuse, NY     1986 911 (red)

Donald L. Kratzenberg    Whitesboro, NY 2001 911 (black)
Richard D. Searles   

Endicott, NY   	 1987 944S

Transferred in:
David A. Long		

Rhinebeck, NY    from Hudson Valley
1985 911 & 1999 911 (silver)

Anniversaries:
25 years
David Smith

Minoa

20 years
Marty Pond   
Baldwinsville
Dennis Orrissey Newark
15 years
Brian Daley

Oswego

Andy Lee

Vestal

Karen Long

Marcellus

Cole Sheckler
John Lernihan

Ithaca
Mt. Vision

10 years

5 years
John Macallister		

Skaneatles

Burt & Tammy Markowitz   Ithaca
Joe Watson    		

Endicott

Matt Kremers		

Syracuse

Karen Lubinski		
Tenley Tibbits		

Baldwinsville
Fayetteville

The Redline Report
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2009 CNY PCA HOLIDAY PARTY By Joyce Gladle
Neither rain nor sleet nor snow shall keep us from our appointed rounds…or
something like that. All of that and more were thrown at the determined CNY
PCA members who attended the 2009 Holiday Party at Joann and Rick Holt’s
beautiful home in Ithaca. Some dared not venture out, some started out and turned
back, some made it part way and camped out with other members. The fortunate
ones made it through, unscathed!
On behalf of CNY PCA, I express our sincere thanks to Joann and Rick for opening
their home for this fun event. Once everyone settled down from the experience
of actually getting there, a great time was had by all. The usual Porsche chatter,
family updates, recipe swapping, holiday plans and general merriment rang from
one end of the house to the other.
The buffet dinner was excellent—everyone brought something special to share
with their friends. I even heard rumors of starting a new CNY PCA Cookbook!
Thanks to all the attendees for the generous children’s gifts that surrounded Holt’s
beautiful Christmas tree. Following our new guidelines that allow the hosts of
each event to decide where to donate the goods, Joann and Rick chose to donate
the kids’ gifts to “Cops for Kids.” This program sponsored by the Sheriff’s Office,
donates the toys to local rural kids in need. We hope that these toys brightened the
holiday season for many children.

The Mike Darminio
Holiday Tree at Rick
and Joanne Holt’s;
Photo courtesy of
Joyce Gladle
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CNY PCA 2010 ANNUAL
PLANNING MEETING
By Vivian Shea, CNY Secretary

It may be winter outside, but on Sunday,
January 31 2010, a large group of CNY
PCA members gathered at the lovely
home of Steve and Connie Turco’s to
plan some great events for our 2010
CNY, Zone 1, PCA Die Kalender.
Our Die Kalender for 2010 will have
some of our traditional events that we
all enjoy and some possible new ones
that are sure to be great fun.
Tim O’Brien spoke to us about our
members volunteering for the Zone 1
Club Race – The Clash - May 28th –
30th. It’s a great event, if interested in
helping please visit the website http://
clash.tobe.com for more info.
We heard from Cathie White that our
Charity Auction will be held in March
at a new venue, Orchard Vali Golf Club.
It should be another great evening of
entertainment for all. Cathie also told
us that our Charity Committee is still
working on choosing a new charity,
which our club will be donating to for
the next two years.

Day Event. Dick Jeffers spoke on
the 2010 EuroShow Concours with
Porsche being the featured marque.
Maybe a diner run, as suggested by
Cathy Alberson. Possibly even a
Golf Tournament!! Many more ideas
were also suggested, so check out our
Kalender to see if, when, where these
events will be held.
After lots of great discussion and
getting our Die Kalender for 2010 off
and running, we all enjoyed a great
dish to pass meal.
Thank you Connie and Steve for
opening your doors and letting us plan
our events for the year, we all appreciate
your hospitality. A good time was had
by all!!
Our events for 2010 should make it a
very good year. Please come and join
us.				
RL

Melissa Miller suggested our members
bring a food item to all events for
donation and the food will then be
given to our local food banks. All
agreed “Great Idea!”
We also had a lot of new ideas from our
members. Mark Schultz told us about
the possible Rosenblum Auto Museum
Tour. Art and Donna Peck talked about
Watkins Glen International Opening
The Redline Report
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DR. JOHN J. SULLIVAN
By Chuck Gladle, CNY Historian
A Retrospective of a Car Guy!
I am sad to report that Central New
York Region lost another early member
in December with the passing of John
J. “Black-Jack” Sullivan. While not
active in PCA recently, in the ‘60s and
‘70s the good doctor was prominent in
our region and in the local automotive
scene. Jack was President of CNY
Region in the 1960s and he and his wife,
Madalene, hosted many a CNY event.
Jack competed in hill climbs, SCCA
racing and many local and regional
events in a number of Porsches.
Joyce and I met Jack at the Whiteface
Mountain Hill Climb in October of
1964. At that time he was driving a
beautiful blue, ’64 SC-GT Coupe. We
had just purchased our ‘64 SC Coupe
and drove up for, at that time, a bigdraw event. Prior to this, Jack drove a
1963 S-90 Cab. When he took delivery
of the new coupe, Jack sold the cab to
Jim Ball of Cortland.
We next saw Jack at the Watkins Glen
racetrack where he was proudly driving
his silver Porsche RSK racecar. We saw
this car a few more times before it was
sold and went to Ohio. ack moved on
to BMWs until Jack bought a Porsche
1500 America Roadster. This highly
collectible car left the area after only
a few months and was followed by, not
one, but two BMW 507 convertibles.
Our collective thought was “Come on
Jack, give us a break!” Well, he did
and never returned to German sports
cars. He began driving what I would
call lesser, but certainly interesting,
Euro sporty cars.
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Jack was an ophthalmologist and a
well-regarded surgeon who practiced
for 40 years in Syracuse. He found
the girl of his dreams in Madalene
McAvoy, purchased a beautiful historic
home in Camillus and raised a family
of four great kids. His life had one
additional element that brought Joyce
and I back in direct contact with the
Sullivan family--Irish Wolfhounds--the
largest dog breed in the AKC.
Jack and Madeline began showing the
dogs in the confirmation class as Joyce
and I were also showing our Doberman
Pinchers. We had just finished our
American Canadian Champion, Lori’s
American Sweetheart, and were
showing Dobies in the puppy classes,
when Jack asked us to support the
Sullivans by showing their handsome
male Wolfhound. I put championship
points on the dog and won Best of
Breed. That dog went on the win an
American Championship.
Jack Sullivan was an asset to the
Porsche marque and to CNY PCA. We
remember him fondly and will miss
him.

Jack Sullivan and Chuck Gladle;
Photo courtesy of Chuck
Gladle
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M96 Engine FailuresProblem for Porsche-VW?
By David Lipson

M

96 is a designation for 986
and 966 Porsche engines
beginning in 1996. There
have been four changes to these engines
in 10 years. This investigation began
when I read the article “Porsche Chief
Pays for Overreaching” in the July 23,
2009 NY Times. Below the main article
was a blog comment: “These failures
are apparently widespread enough that
a cottage industry has sprung up to
offer a costly fix.” What the blazes did
this mean, I wondered. Having owned
by ’98 Boxster for three years, I was
aware of a “minor “ problem of RMS
seal leakage. I never thought too much
about it, spending more of my time
enjoying the car and my membership
in PCA. I needed to find out more
information.
At that time, the PCA website was
unavailable and I had to rely on Google
searches to understand the problem.
Joyce and other PCA members provided
emails that really began to worry me.
As the data and comments from the
membership came in, my horror grew.
I did stumble onto two articles in
Excellence and bought the back issues,
December 2008 and November 2009.
Finally, the PCA archives came back
online and I also searched those. I have
condensed a summary of these stories
and web information in this article.
First, a bit of engineering background:
Wear and failure occur in mechanical
systems. Engineers look at failure rate
in many ways. One scheme for a system
that ages is colloquially called the
The Redline Report

“Bath Tub” curve. Think of a U. Early
or infant mortality failures are high
early in the product life, low in midlife, and finally, increase substantially
in well-worn devices. In non-aging
systems, failures are constant per time
window.
There seems to be a general consensus
that there is not much an owner can do
to prevent the failures. The number of
engines that fail each year is about the
same and does not seem to be related to
high use (e.g., 100,000 miles). This is
the anxiety-producing scenario. Porches
with 20,000 miles that have been
well cared for can have catastrophic
failures without warning. While I can
understand racing-stressed parts failing
more quickly, it is hard to see how midrpm usage should cause massive valve
train failure without warning. Such a
design flaw implies that the engineering
team made a mistake or did not catch
the problem in testing.
According to the December 2008 issue
of Excellence, which gives a good
review of the design of the M96 engine
as does Exploding Myths, July 2006,
the main failure areas are:
Case casting porosity
Case cylinder liner failure, “D” chunk
Rear Main Seal, RMS leakage
Intermediate Shaft failure (IMS) –Most
common
Connecting rods-bolt failures- nonrebuildable.
Oil system-oil control windows
Estimates on the incidence of failures
from mechanics (Exploding Myths)
range from 5-10% of early 996s.
Another web posting (The Truth About
March/April 2010
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Cars) estimated that 20% of Boxster
cars wouldn’t make 100,000 miles. In
the same posting it claimed 3 out of 11
Boxsters had IMS failures at a Porsche
Club event. I would have preferred
to know the number units/year of
production per year of operation. A
figure such as 100 cars per year per
10,000 produced would help in the
game of failure roulette, as it would
mean that with a 10-year-old Boxster
there would be a 10% chance I’d have
the death rattle.
Will this engine failure story be a
problem for VW-Porsche? Since the
engine requires a complete tear down
to examine and then repair leaks or
replacement, if it is liner or IMS bearing
failure, the costs of repairs will exceed
the value of the cars quickly. Since the
real fail-rate data is not forthcoming,
perception or myth may well cause more
damage. Unidentified experts (Porsche
Boxster Engine Failures Mount) in
the Porsche community claim Porsche
AG knew these were throwaway
engines, and that there was no interest
in second, third, etc. owners for these
cars. A secret Porsche AG management
decision to make a $60,000-100,000
car engine “disposable” would not be
welcomed by most enthusiasts. It is
mentioned in Excellence that the IMS
failures caused huge losses to Porsche.
While I just joined the 986 registry,
I have a reasonable doubt my car
will make it 20 years even though
it was what I was hoping for when
I purchased my mint condition ’98
with 11,000 miles. While Excellence
has been open about the issues, I’ve
not seen anything in Panorama since
joining. The PCA website is helpful,
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but it would have been an easy activity
to count or record failures and put that
in a “failure curve.” One study beats 50
arguments or hearsay. I’m holding off
on buying another Boxster (I loved the
RS Anniversary Boxster and seriously
considered it). I drive 3000 miles a
summer. Even the new one would be
off warranty before I had 30K miles
on it. One member bought a Boxster
for $12K this summer. Would most of
us spend $16K to replace the engine?
I would welcome any comments or
suggestions from club members.
Excellence, December 2008, M96:
Past, Present, and Future by Jim Pasha,
PG 161-168.
Excellence,
“Pricing
November 2009 PG

Update,”

NY Times, July 23, 2009, “Porsche
Chief Pays for Overreaching,” by
Carter Dougherty.
Exploding myths. The early 3.4-litre
996 engine has developed a ... Written
by Philip Raby.... Unlike air-cooled
911 engines, which had individual
... http://www.autofarm.co.uk/pdf/
Total911_July06.pdf
Porsche Engine Failure, http://www.
porscheenginefailure.com/?cat=6
Porsche Boxster Engine Failures
Mount, http://www.thetruthaboutcars.
com/wild-ass-rumor-of-the-dayporsche-boxster-engine-failures/
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The Ambiguous Allure of or to lose my large following of eager
readers and to perish as a certified
Techtactics By PPP Thak
A few days ago, I had fallen prey to
a ‘bait and switch’ message sent to
the in-box of my email account. The
subject line was ‘Happy New Year’
and the sender was Skip Testut. I
should have known that it was a ruse
because it was three weeks past the
new year and because I had just seen
Skip at our regular Friday seminar at
the Fisherman’s Pub. For those of
you who do not know the definition
of ‘seminar’ you should take a look at
a dictionary. A seminar, if you must
know, involves lots of hot air emissions
and the copious consumption of liquids
that help loosen the tongue.
In any case, without so much of a hello
and how are you, our intrepid editor
used that email (with the felicitous
subject heading) to remind me that I
owed him yet another article for the upcoming edition of the Redline Report.
I had thought that having submitted
my last column just before leaving for
Thailand and Cambodia that I would be
granted a respite from having to help
fill the pages of our club newsletter.
But apparently, there is no respite for
this tired traveler who had just endured
a thirty-hour plane trip from Bangkok
to Ithaca.
If you are a regular reader of this
column, you will know that I have had
trouble finding suitable topics to write
about. I wanted to believe that as a
senior member of the academy, who is
on the cusp of retirement, I would have
been spared the pressure of ‘publish
or perish.’ But no, Skip is my new
taskmaster and I am forced to publish
The Redline Report

automotive scribe. One would think
that having published more than sixty
articles in the Redline Report, I should
be allowed to fade away gracefully,
be given the title of ‘Senior Scribe
Emeritus,’ and to be released from
my writing obligations to the Redline
Report.
But this seems like wishful thinking,
so here I am, once again, sharing my
semi-coherent thoughts with you.
For those of you who still have a good
memory (mine is no longer what it
used to be), you will remember that
in July 2008, I had written about my
experiences at Techtactics. In that
article, I had poked fun at my good
friend, Dr. Baxter Rhodes, about how
we had to pick him up at the airport,
how he just had to embarrass us in
front of waitresses, and how appalled
we were by his lack of exposure to
the culinary tastes of the common Joe.
You might also remember that the title
of that column was ‘Porsche features
and Techtactics.’ I had written about
how failing chain tensioners, incurable
oil leaks, exploding rubber centered
clutches, unreliable Boxster engines,
and inexplicable electrical gremlins
in the 928 were not necessarily
shortcomings of Porsche cars, but they
are in fact ‘features’ of that particular
brand, and that we had no choice but
to live with them. I intimated that
we were like lambs heading for the
slaughterhouse because we continue to
lust for cars with incurable ‘features,’
including the audacious factory
‘delete’ option that requires the looting
of our retirement portfolios and raising
March/April 2010
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spousal ire just to buy the new Boxster
Spyder. I think that Porsche wants us to
believe that the delete option includes
payment for both what the installation
of the options would cost plus the cost
of taking those options off the car. The
clever bean counters want us to believe
that the new Spyder is made from
fully optioned Boxsters pulled off the
assembly line and then stripped of the
options that were already installed. I
would not be surprised if Porsche hired
cast offs from Lehman Brothers who
were good at convincing consumers
and investors that bad assets were in
fact good investments.
I have frequently questioned why
I continue to make the annual trek
through sleet, snow, and rain just to
attend a meeting where I am told that
there is nothing really wrong with the
Porsches I own, that I should be happy
to live with the leaking engines, and
that instead of belly aching about my
troubles, I should buy stocks in the
factory in China that makes oil drip
pans. I am also amazed that my neighbor
and our editor continues to accompany
me to Techtactics even though he has
been ‘in-between’ Porsches for longer
that he has been ‘in’ Porsches.
I
attribute this sleigh of the illogical to a
syndrome called ‘the ambiguous allure
of Techtactics.’ For those of us who
suffer from this syndrome, we continue
to attend Techtactics even though most
of the time, there is not much to learn
about the Porsches we still own, or
in Skip’s case, there is really nothing
he can use to help fix his Hondas or
Buick.
But yet Skip and I continue to make
this trip as if we were acolytes of some
religious cult. To be fair, however, I

18

The Redline Report

think that we do this because old habits
are difficult to ignore, and that for
Skip and me, the unambiguous allure
of Techtactics is that it reminds us that
spring is not far away. In fact, Skip and
I are making the trek to Danbury once
again at the end of February.
You should know, however (and thus
the raison d’etre for this column), that
I was not always this ambivalent about
Techtactics and at one time I was a real
and unequivocal devotee of this event.
Just to give you a sense of my once
wide-eyed enthusiasm for Techtactics,
allow me to share with you some pithy
(or is it pitiful) entries I made in my
Porsche journal chronicling the first
Techtactics that I attended. To wit:
PCA Zone One Techtactics XI
The Sheraton Hotel/Monarch Place,
Springfield, MA
March 1-3, 1991
March 1:
Siu-ling (yes indeed, she came, too)
and I left Ithaca at 4:30 PM with
Klaus Beyenbach and Peter Hilman in
Klaus’ Toyota. Ate dinner in Albany
at the Jade Forest Chinese restaurant.
Arrived after 9 PM and proceeded to
Yokohama hospitality suite. Had the
runs from Chinese food, attempted to
cure self with five beers.
March 2:
Breakfast with Pete and Siu-ling.
Welcomed by Bob Moir, Zone One
rep.
8:45 AM--John Paterek gave talk on
concours preparation. Wurth HHS
2000 good for hinges because it does
not appear as grease to the judges.
March/April 2010

Concours preparation is NUTS and
for the birds (for example: ‘remember
to clean behind the gas pedal and the
seams under the floor mat’); use only
hard Carnauba wax from Brazil and
worn out tee shirts or steal cloth diapers
from babies. As result, bought McGuire
Carnauba wax ($9.45), Wurth HHS
2000 ($14), Blue Devil polish ($6),
Porsche Parade 1991 T-shirt ($18).
10:15 AM—great slide show by Bruce
Anderson about 911 engines. The
lesson I learned is that my 911 SC
engine will last up to 250,000 miles
and that one should avoid the 911s
from 1974-1977. Met Joe Holzer who
disputes this assumption [Or any
other assumption. Ed].
11:30 AM—slide and video presentation
by Bob White about the development
of early Porsches to the current model.
Darn it all to hell, shouldn’t have sold
that ’57 356A for $675 in 1974.
1:30 PM—a very funny presentation by
Jim Newton about torsion bars and sway
bars and how to tune it for oversteer
and understeer. We are asked to check
torsion bars every five years for wear.
When asked, “who should do this?”
Jim’s answer was “a professional,”
preferably by a mechanic at his shop!
2:30 PM—Porsche enthusiast and
founder of the ESCORT radar detector
Mike Valentine gave a demonstration
of how to use the G-Analyst and made
a plug for his radar detector. When
asked about contesting speeding tickets,
his answer was to think about cancer:
‘don’t get your hopes up.’ The best
way to avoid being fined for speeding
is not to get caught. I should buy one
of them contraptions soon.
The Redline Report

4:00 PM—panel on Tire Wars. Bob
Strange from BF Goodrich: the new
R1 tires look like the old model but
are different and cannot be swapped
(meaning I need to buy a whole new
set). R1 good for both autocross and
DE. Tire construction makes for own
negative camber. Jack DeMaio of
Pirelli agreed to give me a whole new
set of tires because of dry rot in the set
that came on our 1983 944! Nice guy.
Tom Mason of Yokohama encouraged
use of A 008 because of trackside
support at Zone One events. A 008P
will be standard equipment on the 1991
Porsche Turbo.
March 3
9:00 AM—Got Bruce Anderson to sign
911 engine book. Siu-ling took picture
for the record. Alois Ruf showed
video of Yellow Bird CTR tackling the
Nürburgring. The driver wore loafers,
no helmet, and no gloves, but drove the
car like a maniac. Absolutely amazing
video!
10:30 AM—Tim Deroin shows how to
rig and use an in-car video.
11:00 AM—Q & A session
 Cold start: start up and drive away
no need to warm up.
 Change oil frequently using brand
name oils
 10W-40 oil has a bad rap because
of too wide a range. Best to
use single grade, high heat will
bleach out additives leaving base
oil, which is lightweight.
 Do not convert 914 four lug to
five lug by drilling rear hubs.
Anderson says it is suicide.
 PCA racing has 13/13 rule—on
track incident means 13-month
March/April 2010
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probation,
another
incident
means 13 months suspension.
Should I fill out that PCA Club
Race application?
Is there a stealth radar detector?
Yes, or you can just glue one to
your head and wear a cap, says
Mike Valentine
Cross-drilled rotors look good
but will not dissipate heat faster;
good in wet conditions.
New C2 and C4 are boulevardiers
with lots of built in understeer for
the novice driver. Real Porsche
drivers disable the front sway
bars to induce oversteer.
Didn’t win the raffled set of tires,
nor the new helmet. Darn!

2: 00 PM—checked out of hotel to head
back to Ithaca. Stopped in Greenfield
for dinner of prime rib, clams and
scallops—delicious. Missed Rt 90 turn
off and went to Northfield then took
Rt 2 to Troy then Williams College.
On way back, the clutch in Klaus’ car
quit, but we managed to limp home to
Ithaca.
Postscript:
For those of you who still attend
Techtactics, you will notice that we
no longer meet at the Sheraton in
Springfield and that the event is now
a one-day affair. Some of the features
have also been changed. Skip and
I used to buy books, models, wax,
helmets, and racing shoes from the
vendors but they have all disappeared
from recent events. No longer do we
have the panel of representatives from
tire companies, which means that there
are no more tires to win. Some of the
speakers are still speaking and some
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are no longer with us. It should also
be noted that my journal entry did not
record the name of the speaker from
the factory or the product of the day he
was asked to promote. I also failed to
record the after dinner speaker perhaps
as a protest for the exorbitant price for
the dinner. All in all, that first initiation
to Techtactics almost twenty years ago
remains a fond but distant memory.
Nowadays, I look forward to the trip
because it is a road trip which means
another chance to eat greasy food,
a chance to meet friends from other
regions, to learn about some new
‘feature’ that we must learn to live
with, and to listen to another factory
rep tell us that all is well in Weissach
or wherever future VW/Porsches will
be made.
By the way, Skip and I have yet to ask
Baxter Rhodes if he would be attending
Techtactics this year. Now that he is
retired, we would not have to pick him
up at the airport because he would no
longer need to attend those dubious
‘professional conferences’ that he tells
us about. But if he wants to ride with
Skip and me again, he has to promise
to bring more Bleu Cheese for our
hamburgers, and that he will not fool
around with the alarm in my Suburban.
The last time he rode with us, he
managed to set off the alarm but would
not fess up to it. The other requirement
of course is that he has to provide us
with good (i.e. expensive) bourbon. I
think that for this last reason alone, we
should ask if we would want to join us
again.				
RL
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The White Lincoln Town Car
By Richard D. Jeffers

A

good buddy of mine recently
bought his dream ride, a white
Lincoln Town Car. Patiently
perusing ads in the newspaper and
prowling used car lots he located a
low-mileage example that appeared
to be in excellent condition. After a
test drive and thorough inspection
for unacceptable defects (e.g. jihadist
magazines under the seats), he brought
his prize home to be babied and never
again driven during the winter.
I consider this car to be the antithesis of
the Mini Cooper (large on the outside
and small on the inside), but a good
superhighway cruiser. This estimation
is based on my only prior experience
with the model.
Before retirement, I was involved in a
joint project with IBM and had to chair
a Qualification Review Board meeting
in Kingston, NY. The electronics
engineer on the project was tasked with
arranging the trip and chose to rent a
white Lincoln Town Car to drive four
of us to Kingston. This turned out to
be a good choice as upper management
requested us to take an additional body
to the meeting. The body belonged
to a young fellow with an MBA who
was making the rounds to various
departments as part of a managementtraining program. I only remember two
things about this trip.

with tales about sailing on Chesapeake
Bay and how he loved his apartment in
the Armory Square district of Syracuse
because he could “visit a different
baaa each evening.” However, at the
subsequent meeting he never said
a word and only opened his mouth
to stuff it full of the catered lunch
provided by IBM. He found his voice
again on the way home and proceeded
to counsel us about the mistakes that
we had made at the meeting and tell us
how he would have handled matters. I
sensed a silently growing consensus,
among the team members, to see if a
rear door could open wide enough at
speed to hurl him out into the Mohawk
River.
But I digress, this story is about the
Lincoln Town Car, which conjures up
the second thing my mind retained
about the trip. The engineer driving
the car managed an average speed
of around 80 mph for the entire trip
down and back. The police were not
in evidence, apparently, being all
holed up at the rest area donut shops
or having been cautioned to cut some
slack for white Town Cars that might
be carrying important personages (like
Albany politicians). In any case, the
ride was smooth, quiet (except for the
blathering MBA) and uneventful. RL

First, I recall the MBA wearing an
expensive suit, but no socks, and
talking incessantly for the entire drive
down the Thruway. He entertained us
The Redline Report
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THE NORTHERN SENTINEL by Bob Graham
UNCONSCIENABLY, UNBELIEVABLY, OBSCENELY NASTY, PETTY,
PICKY, SNOTTY PORSCHE HISTORY QUIZ!
Our favoritest carmaker has quite a history, full of twists, turns, wars, and (recently)
Machiavellian plots – a motherlode for trivia questions, and thus the inspiration
for this month’s column. Hopefully, you appreciate the marque’s history; you may
even fancy yourself pretty knowledgeable. If so, try this one; perhaps at the end
of the day YOU can don the miter and wield the crozier, to reign as Archbishop
of Porsche Lore and Trivia!
Only trouble is, in this matching quiz the clues in the right-hand column are
deliberately cryptic. Great fun, what?
Use of references ist streng verboten! And don’t claim you can’t understand that.
(Thanks to Karl Ludvigsen’s Excellence was Expected , source of info.)
And no, Yr Fthl Stl didn’t know all the answers beforehand, either.
1. Schreckenstein

a. Type 959

2. Keibl

b. “You call that a birthday present?”

3. Bez

c. Big payoff “springs” Papa!

4. Uusikaupunki

d. Race cancelled!

5. Type 917 for “Sports 25”

e. Big day in Florida, 1960

6. Types 2708 & 3512

f. East’s loss, Porsche’s gain

7. Beutler

g. Type 753

8. Reimspiess

h. Blue Danube

9. Type 645

i. Leica-Porsche?

10. Ojjeh

j. Christo-dad nickname

11. Schutz

k. “Thun vot comes naturally!”

12. Gruppe B

l. Boxer-man

13. Panamericana

m. Bad day at the AVUS!

14. Dusio

n. May the TAG be with you!

15. Barth

o. Victim of October Crash

16. Reitzle

p. Better luck in Blighty

17. Type 60K10

q. answer to production problem
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18. #42

r. great, great noise!

19. Hönick and Mezger

s. Not ready for prime time!

20. Weitmann

t. “Run Porsche? No vay!”

(Answers on page 52)

Quality Time In The Garage With A New Member Of
The Stable By Brian Daley
Advisory: Although Porsche is mentioned in this article it is not about
Porsches but was done while in a Porsche State Of Mind

W

hen Skip sent me the friendly reminder I get every two months for a new
article, a New Year had just dawned and all the things I procrastinated
about doing in 2009 have either been taken care of, stricken from the
To Do list as not really being necessary to do or moved over to the new list for
2010. Some people make New Year resolutions - I make To Do lists. Unfortunately
there are some things that never seem to get done but still warrant being on “the
list.” This is the story of one item that made it to the list and was completed in
record time.
Missy decided she needed a new car about two years ago and finally pulled the
trigger in June of 2009. She had been driving her 1999 Audi A6 Quattro since
2001. She purchased a 2009 Nissan Altima 2.5SL with a 6 speed- CVT gearbox
and nicely trimmed out in black leather. A very nice car that rides well, has
good acceleration and gets about 30 miles per gallon. She was the second owner
of this Certified Pre-Owned beauty that was sold and serviced at the Driver’s
Village dealer in North Syracuse. The car had less than 50,000 miles on it when
she bought it and was loaded with all the creature comforts available including
The Redline Report
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the best stereo I have ever listened to
– in or out of a car. A Bose 200 watt,
8-speaker, Premium sound system with
trunk mounted 6-Disc CD changer and
subwoofer. While she was shopping
for cars her intent was to trade-in the
Audi but since it had about 150,000
+ miles on it back then the dealers
weren’t interested in giving her much
for it. Since I have a serious personality
defect I offered to buy it from her for
what she thought it was worth - it had
a rust hole in the passenger side front
fender, the beginning of another one in
the driver side front fender, a minor oil
leak that needed to be found and fixed
and sets of both summer and winter tires
that were at the end of their respective
lifespan – she was gentle with me on
the price, the rest of it was going to be
my responsibility.
The impetus of this was the fact that
my 1989 BMW 325iX that has been
my winter car for so many years is
now approaching 400,000 miles. It still
looks and runs well and gets 25 mpg in
the snow, but needs money and repair/
maintenance work every year. When
the Audi became an option I decided
the time was right to give the old iX a
break. Tim O’Brien had been after me
for years to start ice racing but I never
had a car that I could do that with.
Maybe that would be a fitting use for
the iX after all those years as reliable
daily transport?
All of these decisions and internal
discussions took place in the warmth of
the summer with plenty of time before
the snow started to fall. Once Missy
received delivery of the Altima the
Audi was moved to the big building for
storage until its winter use. I figured I’d
review the service records and get under
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the car and hood to decide what needed
to be done in plenty of time for winter.
A few weeks before Thanksgiving
when we were still enjoying 60 to 70
degree days and no sign of cold weather
I moved the Audi to make some room
and heard a grinding from the left rear
wheel. I assumed it was a brake pad
hanging up but found a broken spring
instead. On further inspection I found
the left front spring was also broken.
I ordered the parts and solicited help
from Chris White, as he has been
maintaining an Audi S4 for many years
and knows them well. With new left
side springs and an oil and filter change
I figured I was ready for the winter. I
still wanted to get the fenders replaced
and painted so I ordered the parts and
made arrangements with a friend who
owns a body shop to get that done.
However I still hadn’t figured out the
oil leak or checked the service records.
A few weeks later I had the car back
from the body shop and was looking
for that oil leak when I noticed the
serpentine belt was showing signs of
wear. At that point I pulled the service
record file and found that although the
serpentine belt had been replaced about
40,000 miles ago and should have lasted
longer, the timing belt replacement was
about 5,000 miles overdue. The Audi
2.8 Liter 5-Valve V-6 is an interference
engine, which means if the belt breaks
the pistons hit the valves and expensive
damage is done. The prudent thing to
do is replace the rollers, tensioners and
water pump at the same time. I have
replaced several timing belts in the past
on my BMWs and Porsches but when
I researched the job for the Audi I was
amazed at what I found. With most cars
you remove the radiator (this step isn’t
even necessary with the iX if you’re
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careful), the drive belts and the timing
belt covers to access the parts you need
to replace. With the Audi you remove
the front end of the car!
By now it was Christmas time and
since I generally take some time off
from work around the holidays I
figured I’d tackle the timing belt job
over the long weekend of New Year’s
Day. Since a change in the weather
gave us a white Christmas the Audi
was dirty so I cleaned her up inside,
outside and underside to get ready for
the mechanical work. I took Thursday
off (New Year’s Eve) and started
the disassembly that morning. I was
planning on taking my time as I had 4
days to complete the job and no desire
to make a mistake. We were going out
to dinner that night with friends, who
were stopping by for cocktails at 6:30,
so I got the front end separated from
the rest of the car and called it quits
about 4PM. The vehicle is engineered
in a way to remove the front bumper
cover and after disconnecting the
electrics for the lights, horns, onboard
thermometer and sending units and
draining the coolant and disconnecting
the hoses to the radiator, you swing out
the hardware that holds headlights, A/C
condenser, radiator and electric fans.
On Friday mid-morning (I behaved
myself New Year’s Eve, but did witness
the ball drop on TV) it was time to get
down to the nitty-gritty. Once I had the
front of the engine exposed it was fairly
straight forward from there and the
rest of the day was spent removing the
serpentine belt, its rollers and tensioner
and getting the timing belt covers off.
At this point it was time to make sure
the crankshaft and cams were at Top
Dead Center (TDC). In every other car
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I have done this job on there are marks
on all of the pulleys and crankcase to
verify that everything is where it should
be before you remove the timing belt.
Audi does not do it this way. They use
a special tool to lock the cam pulleys
in place - but of course I didn’t have
that tool and wasn’t going to buy it.
Unlike my 928 the cams in the Audi
are not under tension when everything
is at TDC. Since the 928 is a track car
I have the belt covers removed and the
marks on the pulleys can be lined up
with the marks on the crankcase so I
can verify that everything is lined up
easily at any time by turning the crank
pulley to the correct TDC location
and without removing anything. Since
the dealer had done the timing belt
replacement back in 2003 there were
white dots painted on the pulleys and
the crankcase that I used as reference
points. Evidently they didn’t have the
special tool either! As long as I didn’t
let anything move while I was doing the
job I figured it would be OK. By 5PM
Friday I had all the old parts removed
and everything cleaned and ready for
the installation of the new parts. I was
in no hurry to get to the next step as I
still had 2 more days to complete the
job and the ice cold Labatt’s Blue Light
in the fridge was calling to me.
Saturday morning I returned around
10AM at the same time my favorite
radio show, “Car Talk,” broadcasts on
our local Public Broadcasting station.
One of my favorite things to do on
a Saturday morning is go out to the
garage and turn on the radio and find
something to do for at least an hour
while those guys take calls and wax
eloquently on cars, car repairs, marital
dilemmas and physics theories. With
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one ear to the radio I commenced installing the new parts and putting everything
back where it belonged. Once I got to the point where I had the coolant back in
and could fire up the motor it was about 3PM. Every time I get to this point in
what I consider a major job like this (due to the catastrophic engine damage that
can occur if done incorrectly) I have mixed feelings. Part of me wants to get it
started right away to verify I did the job correctly and another part of me does not
want to start it, because if I screwed it up I will be much poorer and very upset
with myself. The old sayings “No Pain, No Gain” and “There’s No Time Like The
Present” come to mind. Thankfully she fired right up, ran smoothly and once the
coolant temp got up to normal and stayed there, I was sure I got all the air out of
the system (very difficult to do with the 944s by the way). Since the car was clean
and it was raining that day I decided to wait until Sunday for a road test. After
cleaning up the tools and worksite I called it a day.
A run into town the next day for groceries and such verified that the new parts were
installed correctly. I was all set for the next week’s commute to the office. The
following week we had a condo in Ocean City, MD reserved and since Missy’s
Altima is front wheel drive we used the Audi Quattro for that trip just in case we
hit bad weather, which, of course, we did while crossing the Poconos.
Although I wouldn’t classify this job as fun I did enjoy discovering the different
approaches manufacturers use in addressing the same mechanical functions and
their maintenance. Audi’s approach is significantly different than the ones I was
familiar with prior to this job. There was a lot more work and therefore hours
involved getting to the meat of the issue, but once that work was completed it was
much easier on my back compared to hanging over the fenders from the side to
access, remove and replace the necessary parts. I think I have found the source of
the oil leak and will get to that next. While I’m in there I’ll change the spark plugs
and install a new set of wires, then it’ll be new brake rotors and pads all the way
around. Since I have decided not to fly on commercial planes (I can’t deal with the
ridiculous security nonsense they put us through) I am thinking of a road trip to
Florida in February with my son and grandson. We did that in 2008 in the ghetto
van and had a good time and by then I’ll need a break from the Oswego winter!

I doubt a caveman
could do it, but Brian
Daley did! The Audi’s
front end removed
to access the timing
belt; Photo courtesy
of Brian Daley
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The Alternative Line
By Joe Holzer

Documentation
The Porsche Club of America was
originally formed with the idea that
owners of these unusual cars could
help one another in maintaining them.
Of course, at the time there were not
dealers on every second block. Even
in Los Angeles. In fact, there were
very few dealers at all and absolutely
nothing like the Internet. What they
shared was knowledge, sometimes
hard won.
For most Porsche owners, the sum
totality of their documentation consisted
of an owners’ manual and a bill of sale.
Still does today. But not all of us are
“most owners.” Some of us like to
know what and why, not just “that.”
Especially if you have an intermittent
problem, you can understand that
telling Mr. Goodwrench that it keeps
going “ta-poketta” is simply an
invitation for replacing everything in
the car at shop prices until the problem
no longer happens. Maybe. At least
while the shop has it, because it will be
certain to have been a new failure when
you have to bring it back according to
his “experts.”
Those of us who passed Economics
101 and understand the implications
see that as a terrible tradeoff and prefer
to have a sound understanding at least
of what the problems are so that when a
proposal is made to replace the shocks
to solve an ignition problem, we can
recognize the relative competence of
the proposer and perhaps suggest where
their mental capacitor location is.
But such insight requires something
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that is not often publically available.
Porsche, and every other automotive
company, spends enormous resources
to develop those attributes and legacy
for which we pay the premium which
a Porsche commands. One paradox
is the fact that Porsche often makes
mid-year changes and documentation
of those changes often lags far behind
the hardware’s availability.
Read
about merely one example in the
recent Excellence article about the 3.1
SC “option,” which has NO official
acknowledgement, but clearly exists. I
will bet most of you dear readers can
produce other examples.
As a matter of reality, I see little
likelihood of such practices being
eliminated in the future despite both
higher levels of technology and
better abilities to track changes. All
systems, after all, are still made by and
administered by humans and humans
are largely lazy. Necessity was never
the mother of invention – it has always
been the desire to remove some burden
or another from a human. Lazy.
So far be it for me to suggest that
there should be some wondrous effort
to assure that all owners of such cars
have a full set of documents for their
individual car. For most, it would
simply mean the destruction of more
rain forests with no real benefits. But I
am in the group that actually WANTS
the details, partly because I know how
to use them. And partly because I am
a geek.
But I must say that I am disappointed
in Porsche. I fully understand and
support their right to protect their
copyrights and trademarks.
They
represent a VERY real part of the value
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we pay for. But I take a “customer
rights” position on such matters. So
long as I do not republish or share in
a way that diminishes Porsche’s rights
to reasonable compensation for their
intellectual property, I expect their
publications to provide me the value
for which I pay and the ability to
enjoy my Porsche in such a way that
my enthusiasm will be evident to any
person, increasing the potential for
Porsche customers and its dealers at all
times.
Consider the eight gray binders my
wife and daughter paid $225 for, which
are supposed to be the “Factory Service
Manual” for my ’95 993. Contrast that
with the $100 I paid to Bentley Books
for my Carrera 3.2 book or my prior
Audi 5000 books or my Audi A8 CD,
or even my $8 eBay purchased CD
for my Range Rover, which is not half
bad. The Bentley books are without
peer. They are not perfect, but they
are pretty close, providing pictures,
detailed line drawings, and my most
important document: Electrical Wiring
Diagrams. The CDs have some decent
capabilities, but some infuriating
weaknesses.
The most frustrating
being their non-intuitive pathways to
what information they do contain. As
an example, one would usually presume
that if you wanted to see the mechanics
of, replacement of, and wiring for
something like the windshield wipers,
you would go to the section called
“Windshield Wipers,” and expect it
would have all the links to each of the
subtopics. Not so. There is exactly one
page and it is merely a picture of the
fuse block. You must search through all
of the other systems to find the physical
remove–install instructions at one

28

The Redline Report

place and the wiring at another place
called “Common Systems.” No book
would ever hope to be so disjointed.
Nor should these, given how easy it is
to include links to those other pages.
But that proves again the old adage that
users are rarely the ones who design
the documents. Like most software,
they are designed by people who are
intimately familiar with the subject, so
they incorrectly presume that what is
obvious to them will be obvious to the
end user. Never has been, never will.
Otherwise, they would be competitors.
The 993 Service Manual, which
is produced by Porsche, itself, is
illustrative of the process. Each binder
consists of a series of pages, which
can be inserted (3-ring type) based on
the development. So, those that are
the same across multiple model years
are inserted in all and those specific
to a single year are only in that year’s
binder. But since Porsche farmed out
much of the work on things like the
Cabrio roof, the entire instruction set
for it consists of a single page showing
the car with the roof and about a
sentence describing each attachment
point and what is done, with a circle
showing the detail at that point, and a
pointer from that circle to the general
area on the vehicle where that is to be
found. Great. Except there is nowhere
to be found any description of how the
mechanism works. No diagram of what
or how the complicated mechanism of
two motors connects with a drive key,
and has a flex drive cable extending
from each to a BMW supplied planetary
gear winder on each side driven by a
worm screw into which the opposite
end of each of the drive cables fits.
This is all hidden behind a bulkhead
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with nary a single word about any of it. You are forced to discover it when, in the
middle of a rainstorm, you tried to close the roof and it twisted, because one of
the cables popped out of its (only) half inch of engagement in the worm screw,
something nobody at Porsche thought might present a problem nor bothered to
recall when they realized it would fail and started making the worm screws as
a permanently affixed part of the flex cable a decision that took the price from
$35 to $255. If you want to know how bad a design it is, you need only look
at the 996 Cab to see they stopped using that method completely and went to a
hydraulic assembly, because that allows for automatic side – side balance vs. the
993’s ridiculous design.
For those who wonder, MY roof now has cable extenders which are fused to the
inch long square ends of the original drive cables and has solid steel drive keys
which insert into the worm screw so that they are always under spring load into
the worm screw, which itself is held in both directions by thrust bearings vs. the
original nylon, which allowed them to “chuck” back and forth until they exceeded
the cable engagement, e’ voila, a twisted roof. Way to go BMW. The “ultimate
failing machine.”
But there was NO way to understand any of that from the Porsche Factory Service
Manual. Contrast that with the Carrera 3.2 manual from Bentley Books. It has
exquisite detail of how, what, and why, with both pictures and line drawings
showing what you really need to know which is not obvious, in a logical layout
with references to where to find specific details like the wiring diagrams.
Unfortunately, Bentley has yet to produce a 993 version, though the last 993 was
produced twelve years ago.
When I die, my daughter will receive my library. It will contain a lot of books
with oil and grease stains on the pages. There is a (now) fat folder of printouts
from the various CDs with similar detritus, since one would hope I knew better
than to bring my computer to the problem. I hope she will see those marks as
the real value they are, because I also made notes on those same pages as I found
things which were important but somehow missed the instructions. And since her
Porsche, the Silver Bullet ’77 Targa with the ’88 engine and Motronic setup, has
so much about the car which is identical to the instructions in the Bentley Book,
she will have that resource to help her avoid rip-offs from service shops because
she is a blond, as she will be able to tell THEM what is wrong even if she will not
likely be the wrench holder.
Documentation is like that. I never set out to learn all I know about cars, per se, I
just wanted to use them. But the only way to afford to do so was to keep my money
by figuring out what was wrong, fixing what I could myself (and often making it
better than original), and having the knowledge to assure my bulls**t alarm was
set on stun. So it was when my wife started whining about her A8L having its
alarm horn sounding and the dome lights, which have a dimming feature as they
time out, repeatedly cycling and killing the battery. Just imagine what that would
cost at a shop to find. With my documents, though, I was able to narrow it down
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by process of elimination – certain things MUST happen if a specific possible
trigger is occurring, so if they are not, then that cannot be the cause.
How many of you would have been able to narrow it down to removing the battery
from the remote keyless panic button, which was getting pressed by the weight of
the other keys around it on my wife’s “weapon” of a key ring? Where is THAT
documented?

Bill’s Toy Box By Bill Hayman
As the Redline seeks to explore the variety of garages owned by our members, I’m
pleased to offer a peek inside my toy box that a few of our members will recognize
as the starting point for several PCA Saturday morning rallies and coffee hours.
My wife, Chrystal, and I had the good fortune to purchase our house from her
parents. It was in fact my wife’s childhood home and has been in the family now
for almost 60 years. Her parents added a large wing to their already oversize
garage/barn when they wanted a place to house their motor home. Inside the
former motor-home wing, we can park our Boxster and 924S side by side, and in
winter, when neither Porsche is being driven, we still have enough room to park a
3rd vehicle in front of them. In addition to the 3 cars parked in that wing, we can
park another 3 cars inside the main area of the barn. And while we often think we
cannot have too much storage space, we may have reached the point of enough,
because one time we agreed to keep a few collectibles owned by other members
of the family and managed to squeez 8 cars inside under cover for the winter, and
we still had room for 2 more under the carport!
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We’ve adorned the walls with memorabilia and posters. On the left in the photo on
the next page is our Euro-delivered Boxster from our 25th silver anniversary.

The red lines [Only if you’re viewing this online! Ed.] on the map of
Europe trace our auto excursions throughout the continent and into GB. Most of
the red lines crisscross the Alpine areas of Austria, Switzerland, France, Italy and,
of course, southern Germany. Much of our driving was to, from and around ski
areas. Whether traveling in a Porsche or in a rental car, motoring through the Alps,
especially in winter, is driving at its finest!
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The car on the right side of the bay is our ‘87 924S, a car that was purchased
from a little old lady from California that has yet to reach 18K mile mark. An
acquisition that proved you can buy a nice Porsche without spending a fortune and
the story of how it was found is worth repeating on another day.

Nice choices, which shall we drive?

Anyone traveling near Potsdam, give us a call and stop for a look. Wir sprechen
Porsche hier.
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And now a word from our sponsors...
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I’m wondering – Is This The Winter Of My Discontent?

By Brian Daley
Now is the winter of our discontent, made glorious summer by this sun of York was
coined by Shakespeare and put into print in Richard
III, 1594. The ‘sun of York’ wasn’t of course a
comment on Yorkshire weather but on King Richard.
In this play Shakespeare presents an account of
Richard’s character that, until the late 20th century,
largely formed the popular opinion of him as a
malevolent, deformed schemer. Historians now view
that representation as a dramatic plot device necessary for the villainous role that Shakespeare had
allocated him. It isn’t consistent with what is now
known of Richard III, who in many ways showed
himself to be an enlightened and forward-looking
monarch. “Now is the winter of our discontent” are
the opening words of the play and lay the groundwork
for the portrait of Richard as a discontented man who is unhappy in a world that
hates him. Later he describes himself as “Deformed, unfinished, sent before his
time into this breathing world, scarce half made up”. This deformity, which has
now been shown to have been exaggerated or even deliberately faked in portraits
of Richard, is given as the source of his supposed evil doings. He says that as he
“cannot prove a lover” he is “determined to be a villain”.
[file://localhost/Courtesy of http/::www.phrases.org.uk:meanings:261500.html]
What is this all about? I was reading the March 2010 issue of Road & Track the
other day - one of the many car magazines I get each month -something I rarely
have time to do between April and November. I end up throwing them in a pile next
to my bed then once the track season has ended and winter prepping the house, the
summer cars and the motor home is all done I start to chip away at the pile. On
page 30 of Road & Track was a review of the Rolls-Royce Ghost, a 5445-pound
living room on a BMW 7 series chassis with a 563 bhp V-12 costing $245,000
or so. What did I get out of this article? A flashback to June 2009, when Missy
& I loaded up the motor home with Makayla, Maddison & Noah (our grandkids)
and invited Chris, Cathie & David White to meet us at Brennan Beach with their
rig to camp for the weekend on Lake Ontario. That Saturday there was an auto
auction at the Turning Stone in Verona so Chris & I convinced Missy & Cathie
that if they watched the kids during the day we’d (pretend to) watch them that
night. It worked so we hit the road to see what was for sale. If I ever buy a “classic
car” it will be at this auction. There were ‘70s Camaros and Stingrays going for
little money relative to their condition and worth. How about a Studebaker Hawk!
When was the last time you had a chance to buy one of those? The deal of the
day was a mid-‘80s Mercedes SL Cabriolet with a factory hardtop and V-12 in
perfect condition that sold for $8000. The vehicle that prompted my flashback
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though was a mid ‘70s Rolls-Royce.
It was not a good color (brown) but it
was in very good condition with the
exception of dried rubber seals around
the windows. The car was owned by a
guy who had homes in NY and Florida
and he drove it up here to sell it. We
saw it on the line outside the auction
and I just had to know what it would
sell for. I’ve wanted one of those ever
since my teenage days when my family
went to Florida for a week to visit my
aunt and uncle in Key Biscayne. I had
never seen a Rolls-Royce on the road
before that trip. I wanted one then and
still do. The final price for the one at
the auction was around $11,000. Used
Camry money!
As you may know I have a bit of a
“problem” with cars. I seem to be able
to buy them and keep them on the road,
but I rarely sell anything so I’ve ended
up with somewhat of a collection: 3
Porsches, 2 BMWs, 2 Vans, 1 Audi, 1
motor home and a car hauler. Am I like
Richard III, “a malevolent, deformed
schemer,” “a discontented man who is
unhappy in a world that hates him” or
“an enlightened and forward-looking
monarch?” No clue to that but I do
know that after reading the RR Ghost
review my thought was “I’d rather
have that ‘70s RR from the auction and
a Triumph Spitfire! Which led me to
think about the other cars I’d like to
have. Keep in mind that I’m not talking
about selling a car or two to make room
for another car or two. I’m thinking “I
have the room so what would / should
I get next?”
The Wish List: Alfa Romeo Spider
(Duetto, Veloce, Jr, any of them),
Mercedes SL (250-560 I’m not picky),
1964 Cadillac Convertible (It’s a gas
guzzler but so is my track car), Jaguar
The Redline Report

XK E-Type (a pipe dream, but a boy’s
gotta dream), BMW mid-‘80s 6 Series
(love the Paul Braq design), BMW
2002tii (why not?), Porsche C4 (backup
winter ride)... That’s enough for now I gotta go get a second job and make
some room in the building!
RL

Tweets and Notes from a
Road Trip to the Rolex 24
Hours of Daytona
By Mike Ballog

Here’s my narrative of our trip to The
24-Hour Rolex race in Daytona. I’ve
tried to correct some of the spelling
and grammatical errors, but I have
left most of my stone thumbs intact.
I have added some text to complete
some of the thoughts, but first let
me give you a brief description of
our cast. First is David Smith, an
interesting character. He appears stoic,
but underneath are passions that burn
deep. He is a self made man from
humble beginnings. He’s the kind you
hope owns a car like yours as he will
know everything about it and can show
you all the right tweaks for it.
Next is Skip, or “eSkeep” as he is
known in South America. eSkeep
is the smoothest/well-spoken guy
I know. Not in the creepy Clinton
manner, but more in the manner of
Cronkite/Oprah. He speaks with the
authority of Cronkite and the comfort
of Oprah. Now I’m sure some people
question eSkeep’s loyalty to the marque,
but I think he has turned a corner. He
just needs the right car.
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Lastly is Jessie. What can I say? She
has Skip’s gifts for the oratory. She also
has Gay Lynn’s charm and sparkle. The
funny thing is she’s a young woman
who spent a good part of her formative
years in the northeast, yet has all of
the qualities of a true southern Belle:
bright eyes, polite, honest, very strong
in her convictions, but confident. And
now for the notes...
7:29 PM 1/13. My son Tom fails to
notice his mid term dates overlap our
trip. Major Letdown.
4:27 PM 1/18 OK we have decided.
David Smith will be our third. Skip and
I are very excited, as is David. Only 9
days left until we set off!
Been packing like mad. Getting
food bought sorted and prepped.
Almost ready. Zero time is about 4:30
tomorrow. DAYTONA!
7:09 PM 1/26 I have our meals planned
and sorted for the 5-day trip. Spiedies
were cut and marinated, egg-beaters
bought, flat bread procured. I made
a big effort to find foods that won’t
get ruined if squished. An additional
challenge was selecting food that Skip
and David would eat while still keeping
me to my newly started diet. I’m down
15 lbs so far!
7:13 PM 1/26
I had to work
Wednesday. I’d rather have been home
packing but someone has to help carry
society... Skip.
9:30 AM 1/28
OK driving thru
Georgia. Good weather no traffic.
Spotty coverage. Northern Georgia is
very pretty, nice rolling hills, lots of
trees.
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I’ve managed about an hour’s sleep
in a McDonald’s parking lot in South
Carolina (I think). I also eked out a
few small naps while Skip drove.
9:35 AM 1/28 Flat Six seems to be
a very well run shop. Things were
deceiving on the outside. We pulled
up to what looked to be someone’s
house that had a pair of small barns
outback.
Inside everything was
very neat and organized. Stainless
steel tables with all of the parts laid
out neatly.
Pleasant and friendly
staff. There didn’t appear to be any
old projects lying around. I wanted to
stop because of a couple things they
offer. First was the IMS/RMS fixes
that they offer for the 986 engine, the
second is a complete rebuild and turbo
charging with an alcohol injection. The
second option would lend me around
400 hp, but at the cost of 15 very dear
Porsche units :(
OK we finally made it to Savannah!
Street layout reminds me of Manhattan.
Jessie has a very nice apt. w/granite
counter tops!
12:06 PM 1/28 We actually start
a small tour of Savannah. Instead
of turning right off the freeway we
went left. Oops. This really gave
us a nice view of the other side
of the tracks. Jessie is the perfect
hostess. She’s given us free run of the
apartment.
10:19 PM 1/28 Out having a beer with
the southern Testuts. Great people.
Great beer. Little sleep. No complaints.
The southern Testuts are very
welcoming and friendly. Despite never
having met before, we didn’t have any
of those uncomfortable pauses.
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Did I mention the Beer! Wow, there
are about 40 flavors of beers from
everywhere. I had a couple of Stouts.
Very satisfying.
10:22 PM 1/28 At this point I’m getting
bleary. It is pleasant and in the 50s in
Savannah, but the forecast for Saturday
is rain and cooler.
1/29 We are about to get underway.
Temp is in the 60s. Overcast but very
pleasant. All in high spirits. I am very
excited. The drive is only about 3.5
hours to Daytona. Just about next
door.
8:16 AM 1/29 We bought a bag of
small oranges from a stand at a gas
station. They are like tangerines in size
and skin, but very juicy, almost like a
blood orange. They are very nice, but
don’t last long.
10:58 AM 1/29 At the track. Tom wish
u were here. The pits are incredible.
There is even a spec Boxster running.
12:48 PM 1/29 OK. Met the neighbors.
Great guys, very friendly. They offered
us food and drink as soon as we arrived.
We’re having a blast.
3:40 PM 1/29 The first race is 250
miles, I think. Very broad spectrum of
cars and drivers. My poor little Boxster
is easily outclassed by most of the field.
Maybe if they went to Flat6innovations
they would do better.
Trying to figure out where to go for
supper. Jessie says she will eat a baked
potato at Hooters. So there we go.
5:43 PM 1/29 Let’s get this right
out there. Jessie has at best a VERY
narrow diet. But unlike most people
with her affliction, she is not a Nazi
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about it. In fact, she is very gracious,
tolerant, and considerate with respects
to other’s diets. She is such a pleasant
travel companion; she really helped to
add color to our group.
Well, here we sit. Our neighbors are
roasting lasagna in tinfoil. We are
considering the long-term effects of
oxidized aluminum in one’s diet.
7:21 PM 1/29 Everyone in the track
has a campfire of some sort. Some
people even brought old X-mas trees!!
(Yikes)
7:42 PM 1/29 The boys next-door
are explaining how they obtained
certain dents and scratches on their
truck. Meanwhile Jessie proves how
tough she is by pulling things out of
their fire, barehanded, while one of
them whimpers about burning himself
doing the same exact thing. Two of
them get into a big discussion on the
profit margins selling SOD at Home
Depot. I never figure out what they are
drinking (antifreeze?).
8:22 PM 1/29
The cars people
drove here are fantastic. There are
Testarossas, NSXs, GT2s, a GT3,
highly modified turbos, an army deuce
and a half, even a Smart car painted to
look like a GT3 RS.
8:27 PM 1/29
Friday night,
wow. Almost forgot. It’s still in the
60s. Almost too warm to sleep. Very
cozy especially when you consider it is
5 degrees at home. Awwww, so sad.
Saturday: We just finished breakfast:
breakfast burritos. Very tasty. Now
everyone is getting ready for the rain
that is coming. Hope it goes quickly.
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We are now trackside. Waiting for the 11 AM Historics to run. Skies are grey but
the breeze keeps the humidity tolerable. Temp is in the low 60s.
8:50 AM Jan 30 It is really amazing how small the 907 is. It seemed to be half as
wide and half as tall as the modern cars.

9:19 AM Jan 30 Everyone seems to be counting the minutes. “People watching”
is really the only thing to do, now, and, boy, are there some people to watch. All
kinds. Diehards with homemade grandstands, people with strange footwear and
even a more refined, gentile class (i.e., We, the CNY contingent).

The effect of too much beer accumulates. I’m heading back to the souvenir aisle.
It seems small like only half the vendors are here. Oh well, they still have some
good prices on t-shirts.
12:29 PM 1/30 Our lunch is good. The boys next door are great. They share their
steaks with us and grill some veggies for Jessie. Great guys.
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3:22 PM 1/30 The race is about to start. Pouring rain, but I’m excited. We are
opposite the start-finish at turn 4. Little did I know that they never showed that
section of the spectators. Next year a big Porsche flag will get me noticed.
David is next to me. Skip and Jess are off on their own for now. Gents start your
engine was just announced.
3:24 PM 1/30 I spoke with Davy Jones. He and my wife Kathy went to high
school together. He is driving the #7 Vette.
3:46 PM 1/30 Davy was very personable. I think he was surprised to get
approached by someone from his old high school.

Mike and Davy Jones discuss Pirelli girls, Hooters,
and Kathy’s great chili while at the Rolex 24 Hours;
Photo courtesy of Mike Ballog
Still under caution. Rain has stopped. Come on green. Temp is in the mid 60s. Lap
4 is almost done and still no racing. Looks like we will go in a minute.
3:48 PM 1/30 At my turn the track looks dry. 2 turns later there is standing water
on the track. This causes several cars to spin out and is making it hard to get the
tires warm at the start of the race.
4:35 PM 1/30 Car #44 seems to spend half of the race with something flapping
in the breeze. At this point it is his rear window. We are surprised they don’t flag
him for it.
5:06 PM 1/30 Great chili cook-off. About 12 different vendors, all different
styles and flavors. I actually think I like my wife’s the best!
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5:22 PM 1/30 Pirelli girls are very
sweet and very teeny tiny. They are so
small I want to buy them a really nice
meal.
6:12 PM 1/30 It’s amazing how much
faster racecars look in real life. TV
can’t come close to showing what is
happening on the track. About all it
does better is give you a sense of the
battle.
I just checked my pedometer. I’m at
14500 steps so far. My ankle is the size
of a cantaloupe. I’m in for a change of
shoes. The boots will support me much
better.
6:25 PM 1/30 The rain did pass fairly
quickly. It only rained for 2 or 3 hours.
Wow, we just spent the last hour drying
out Jesse and Skip’s side of the tent.
We had standing water that soaked
their sleeping bags. But a boy scout is
always prepared. I had several spares.
6:54 PM 1/30 Thank God that we have
the truck. It allows me to over pack at
no expense but mileage.
7:47 PM 1/30 I hate Mazdas. Mazda
exhaust notes are really piercing/
painful, like lawnmowers on acid.
7:50 PM 1/30 The prototypes,
Camaros, Vettes, and Bimmers all
have deep thunderous roars. The 911s
are somewhere in between. It’s sad the
Ferrari seems to have quit the race.
Turns out one of them did. The main
car didn’t even make the start and was
scrubbed.
This just in... The Ferrari is leaving the
pits! What the...!?! Just saw a golf cart
towing a guy in a wheelchair at about
20 mph!!
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9:09 PM 1/30 Back to people watching.
The guy in the wheelchair was flying,
must be having a great time.
Back home and to bed. I think everyone
has a dry bed (I hope). Jessie is in the
back seat of the truck. Skip and I are in
the Titanic (tent full of water)
10:37 PM 1/30 I will sleep all night
with my hearing protection. Even then
I still hear the cars. Strangely it isn’t
distracting, but almost natural.
3:27 AM 1/31 I am just waking up.
There must be a full track caution
because it was quiet for a minute. Feels
cold out. 40s?
6:26 AM 1/31 I go to the pit breakfast
and meet some very nice people
from Orlando. Strange breakfast
conversation about how many tons of
A/C some people have down here and
how the newer homes can’t produce
enough heat during cold spells. I found
it difficult to comprehend. 20s are
almost t-shirt weather for me.
7:46 AM 1/31 Wow!! At least Darminio
made it to the track. That BMW tried
a short cut & took out #47. I stand
corrected. Skip informs me that Mike
did, in fact, not make it out of the
pits, but in Mike’s defense, at least he
didn’t hit someone. [Not for lack of
trying... Ed.]
The BMW must have been playing
with his seat belts. He came straight
down the pit road, missed the turn, and
clobbered the tire wall, then hit the GT
class Porsche. Wow.
As this is happening, #71 GT Porsche
ran out of gas on the track while in the
lead. He is towed into the spectator
area and refueled there before driving
March/April 2010

through the spectator area back to the pits and re-entering the race. We Porsche
Corral fans are going wild.
10:12 AM 1/31 I sure hope the #71 Porsche has AAA! That poor guy lost the lead
because he ran out of gas, then as soon as he got back on the track all kinds of
warning lights start flashing. He never does get back to the front.
It’s still very windy. Temp is still quite cool (40s?)
3:32 PM 1/31 Porsche wins the DP class and takes 2nd in GT, not bad. I think it
is really great that a “truck” engine won the race. Maybe we will see some at the
PCA events now that they have a racing heritage.
Here are links to most of the pictures from Daytona. Just copy and paste it into
your browser.
http://www5.snapfish.com/thumbnailshare/AlbumID=1027419028/
a=1357716028_1357716028/otsc=SHR/otsi=SALBlink/COBRAND_
NAME=snapfish/
http://www5.snapfish.com/thumbnailshare/AlbumID=1026534028/
a=1357716028_1357716028/otsc=SHR/otsi=SALBlink/COBRAND_
NAME=snapfish/
Just in case anyone is still reading, yes, we will go again next year. I will pack
less food, a better camera, and maybe cots. I think it would be great if we had a
CNY enclave, so think about it. The secret to fighting sleep deprivation is Salt and
Vinegar potato chips, beef jerky, and water. Just ask eSkeep. You can do it. RL

Mike and Skip in front of “The Titanic” at the Rolex
24 Hours of Daytona; Photo courtesy of Mike Ballog
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From our friends and sponsors...
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Zone 1 and National News
30th Anniversary
Zone 1 Tech Tactics

February 27th, 2010
Tech Session Location:

We are once again heading back to the
Danbury Porsche
garage for a more hands-on experience
http://danbury.porschedealer.com/
with cars on lifts & other auto repair &
23 Sugar Hollow Road
service demonstrations.
Danbury, CT 06810

ONLY 150 TICKETS
NONE AT THE GATE

Hotel Location:
ETHAN ALLEN HOTEL
21 Lake Avenue Extension
Danbury, CT 06811-9956

Speaker (subject to change)
Hurley Haywood
Allan Caldwell, PCA Technical Editor
George Beuselinck, PCA Tech
Committee-944
Chip Hall & Chris Partelow,
Danbury Porsche
Jim Newton, “The Best of Jim Newton”
Paul Gagliardi, PCNA, PDK and
Panamera

John Paterek, PCA Tech CommitteeInteriors/Exteriors
Chris Powell, PCA Tech Committee
911 (1984-1994)
Joel Reiser, 911 (1995-2004, incl.
Cup cars)
Will DiGiovanni, Boxster and Cayman
John Veninger, PCA Tech Committee –
928

Weekend Schedule
Hospitality:

No host bar at Saturday Evening: 6:30 pm Cocktails
Ethan Allen
Ethan Allen Hotel
Hotel
7:30 pm Dinner
Registration Saturday:
7:30 am
Ethan Allen Hotel
Tech Sessions Saturday:8:00 am-5:30 pm Dinner Speaker:
Hurley Haywood
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Tech Tactics Hotel Reservations – Ethan Allen Hotel
Make your own reservations directly with the hotel. Identify yourself as a Porsche
Club member in order to take advantage of special rates available thru January
29th, 2010 ($ 99 per night, plus tax (11.88); single or double occupancy) Call
203-744 1776 or 1 800 742 1776. Hotel parking available. (I-84 East.) Take Exit
4; at the light, turn right. Hotel will be on your right, after the underpass.

Registration
ANY questions, please call the Registrar, Patti Torre-Dobush, at 518-477-6501
or e-mail her at jager1007@aol.com Registration via clubregistration.net only.
Payment must be in US dollars.
Saturday Tech Sessions, Coffee
Saturday Dinner (Per Person)
Breaks, & Lunch (Per Person)
18February 2010 or earlier......$ 45US 18February 2010 or earlier .....$ 48 US
19 February or later ................$ 50 US 19 February or later ................$ 53 US

Zone 1 Concours d’Elegance & Rally
May 14, 15 & 16, 2010
On May 14-16, 2010, Metro New York Region will host the 31st Annual Zone 1
Concours and Rally at the Old Westbury Garden’s and Mansion in Westbury,
New York. Weekend activities will include a Rally and a Full & People’s Choice
Concours. This event is geared for both the novice-level as well as the experienced
PCA member.
The 31st Annual Zone 1 Concours will include 2 categories: one a fully judged
Concours (no undercarriages, but wheel wells), and a “peoples choice” car show
(wash and shine). Concours preparation will be on Saturday at the host hotel and
the concours show will start promptly Sunday morning, placement of cars by 8:30
am. If you have any concours questions, contact Daniel Deegan at (585) 924-0271
or email: heis968@yahoo.com
The 13th Annual Zone 1 Rally will be designed to test the competitors’ ability to
drive and navigate. The rally will start at the host hotel on Saturday, will be about
2 hours long and will be challenging for both novice and experienced rally teams.
The rally will run in two separate classes based on experience. Both classes will
run unequipped; meaning only simple hand held calculators with single memory
functions will be allowed plus stock odometers. All roads will be paved so rally
cars can participate in the concours the following day. There will be a novice
meeting at 10:30 am and a Driver’s meeting at 11:45 am. The first car off will be
at 12:31 pm. Rally awards will be given out at dinner. Questions about the rally,
contact Bob Michaelson at 973-492-2014 or email: cupcar@optonline.net
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The host hotel for the weekend will be the LaQuinta Inns & Suites of Garden City.
A Friday night hospitality room sponsored by Zone 1 will take place from 9:00
to 10:30 pm, at the host hotel. Event registration will take place Friday evening
during hospitality. Saturday evening will feature a cocktail reception, a buffet
dinner, guest speaker and rally awards at the Holiday Inn of Westbury.
Weekend Schedule
Friday Evening Registration & Hospitality
Saturday Morning - Registration & Rally Novice School
Saturday Mid-day - Rally (starting from LaQuinta Inn)
Saturday Evening - Dinner & Rally Awards
Saturday All Day - Concours Preparation		
Sunday All Day Concours d’ Elegance at the Old Westbury Garden’s and
Mansion in Westbury
Hotel Reservations
The LaQuinta Inns & Suites of Garden City is the host hotel for the weekend
.Participants who wish to stay at the hotel should make their own reservations
by calling the hotel directly at 516-705-9000 (before April 13, 2010 to receive
group rate) and asking for the Zone One Porsche Club of America rate of
$149.00 per night.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Concours, Rally & Dinner
Pricing Information (dates are postmark)
Concours Only - $30/car ($40 after May 1)
Rally Only - $30/car ($40 after May 1)
Concours & Rally Combo - $45 ($60 after May 1)
Saturday Dinner - $45 per person ($60 after May 1)
=================================================
Registration is to be completed at www.ClubRegistration.net.
Payment is processed by PayPal during registration.
Registration will open on February 12, 2010.
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Start Packing!

The 2010
Porsche
Parade
St. Charles, Illinois
July 3-9, 2010

PCA’s National
Convention offers:
Autocross · Concours · Rally
Driving Tours · Tech Sessions
Social Events · and more!
Explore the beautiful Fox River Valley
and nearby Chicago-area attractions.

Learn more and register at
parade2010.pca.org
Registration opens
March 9, 2010
so start planning now!

ZONE 1 PCA – May28 - May 30, 2010

10th Annual “PORSCHE CLASH AT THE GLEN”

Registration Opens April 8th - Get Forms at:
http://zone1.pca.org/
Zone 1 PCA is bringing Club Racing to the Glen on May 28 – May 30 for a
weekend of Porsche racing, with 2 Sprint races for each race group on Saturday
and 3 90-minute Enduros on Sunday! For more information see our web site:
http://zone1.pca.org/. Site registration at the “top of the hill” will open at 4
PM, Thursday, May 27, 2010.
We’ll have commemorative clothing for all entrants and a Saturday night dinner
with door prizes will be available for a small fee. Awards for the sprint races will

46

The Redline Report

March/April 2010

be distributed at this dinner. Extra dinner tickets may be purchased in advance.
Directions, Maps and Hotel information can be found at www.theglen.com.
Garages will be available for rental on a first-come, first-served basis for $200/
half and $400/full for the three days.
For those who would like to have some extra track time at the Glen before the
event, the Metro NY Region will be holding a Driver’s Education event on
Wednesday & Thursday, May 26th and 27th, the two days immediately prior.
Information concerning this separate Driver Education event can be found on the
Metro NY PCA website at www.metronypca.org or by contacting the Metro DE
registrar, Dave Hartman, at metrodereg@optonline.net
We’ll have race registration & tech inspection Thursday from 4:30 to 7 pm to
process the large number of participants quickly and efficiently and to reduce
the Friday morning crowd. All registration will be done at the Watkins Glen
Registration Building up the hill from the track entrance. The Registration building
will be open all three days for drivers and crew to get event credentials.
Each driver must fully complete a PCA Racing Entry Form and Medical Form for
entry. A Racer’s Biography is optional, but highly recommended. To be eligible to
enter a Sunday enduro, the car MUST also be entered in the Saturday sprint race.
Entry in the Saturday sprint races is not required for the second driver sharing a
car in the enduro. A mandatory 5-minute pit stop is required during the enduro,
although the same driver can drive the entire enduro if he/she chooses to. For
the Saturday and Sunday sprint races, a second driver of the same car will result
in one of the two drivers being “classed up” to allow the car to race in two race
groups.
All Entrants are required to have a current PCA Club Racing License. (Completed
license application forms must be received by the Club Racing Program
Coordinator three weeks prior to the event.)
We plan to fill up each group with as many cars as the track will allow. If your
particular race group is filled to the maximum at the time of receiving your
application and prior to May 16th, your name will be wait listed. All stand-by
entrants will be contacted immediately should a slot become available. There will
be absolutely no new registration at the track! Final cancellation date to get a
refund is May 21, 2010. See you at the Glen!
Registration opens April 8th, 2010, via clubregistration.net ONLY. All
applications must be received no later than May 16th, 2010!!!!
Sincerely,
Susan Davis and Ken Jensen
Zone 1 Club Race Registrars

The Redline Report

March/April 2010

47

It’s About
Friends!

We need your
help to run the
2010 Porsche
Clash Club
Race at Watkins
Glen
May 28 to 30

The Clash brings lots of people to one of the best tracks in our region! This is a
chance to see a lot of your friends and to make new ones. We need you and your
friends as volunteers. It is the volunteers that make this a great event! We ask
volunteer help a full morning or afternoon. What do you get in return?
Every volunteer will get a vest jacket
Work two times
Dinner the nights you work
(Thursday, Friday and Saturday)
Work three times or all day Sunday A $100 Zone one Gift Certificate
(handed out every evening)
Work on Sunday
???
Remember it’s not the car; it’s the people that make PCA! Listed below are the
areas and descriptions of where we need YOU!
Registration: This happens at the Registration building on the northwest corner of
Watkins Glen, outside of the track. Everyone must stop here and get a wristband
to enter the track.
Garage Admin: This is the Administration of the race. Driver registration, hot
pit passes, pullovers, copies, radios, race results from tower are faxed here for
copying and distribution. Volunteer assignments & paperwork are also handled
here. Every volunteer must sign in everyday here!
Tech Inspection: This involves working with the National PCA Technical
Scrutineers. Cars are weighed & checked over for modifications or problems in
the first bays of the garage.
Timing & Scoring: Although the race is timed and scored with computers and
in-car radio transponders, a paper trail is needed, too. Volunteers write down car
numbers as they pass the start/finish line. This is done from INSIDE the top of the
tower where most of the track is visible.
Grid: All the cars are “parked” along the grid prior to the start. The grid is behind
the garage over by turns 10 & 11. The person at the start of the grid tells the
drivers their grid number. People along the way direct drivers into their grid slot
or point them farther down the grid. This job starts BEFORE the race; you need to
be at the grid at least 15 minutes before the start of racing! This position is LOUD
and you also need to be alert for moving cars.
Enduro pits Monitor: This involves working for the National PCA Scrutineers
to insure safety in the pits during the enduro. The National Scrutineers will hold
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a meeting and review what they want this group to do. This group only works on
Sunday.
Every one needs to insure they visit the Garage to insure the paper work is done,
and that their name is on the list of people that Volunteered.
Please complete all the
information below. One form
per person and please print
clearly. You will need to
sign-in at the registration. We
welcome volunteers for more
than one shift. You need to be
18 or older.
Name:
Region:
Address:
Email:
Phone:
City,
State/Province,
Shirt Size: (circle) S M L XL
Zip/Postal code:
XXL
Emergency contact information
Name:
Phone:
Are they at the track with you: Yes
No
In the chart, below, please indicate if you have worked a position before, and
indicate when/where you would like to volunteer.
Registration

Garage
Admin

Tech
Timing &
Inspection Scoring

Grid

Enduro Pits
Monitor

Have you
worked
Thursday
Afternoon
May 27th

Friday
Morning
May 28th

Friday
Afternoon
May 28th

Saturday
Morning
May 29th

Saturday
Afternoon
May 29th

Sunday
Morning
May 30th

Sunday
Afternoon
May 30th

Can
you
work

Please fill this form out. If you have any questions please contact Tim O’Brien
- Online at: http://clash.tobe.com
- Phone: 315 727-1478 (cell)
- Fill it out and email to me at tobrien@tobe.com
or send it to:
Tim O’Brien
1684 Co Rt 1
Oswego NY 13126
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Insure your home & car with
Allstate, and I can help you save
on both policies. Call me today.

866-232-7664

BRIAN P DALEY, RFC
89 GRANT AVENUE
AUBURN
BrianDaley@allstate.com

Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be

lower.Allstate Property
and Casualty
Insurance
Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2007 Allstate
Insurance Company 2010
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Zone 1 48 Hours of Watkins Glen
June 18-20, 2010
North America is fortunate to have a road course like Watkins
Glen International. The facility is the continuation of a road
racing tradition dating back to 1948, when sports cars raced
on the 6.6-mile course through the village of Watkins Glen.
The permanent road course was built in 1956 and has been
continually upgraded since that time, now hosting NASCAR,
GrandAm, IndyCar, HSR, SVRA and PCA events. The Zone 1 48 Hours at
Watkins Glen is not only a driving event, one of the longest running Driver Ed
events in PCA, it is also a social event, bringing together members from the Zone
and beyond.
The driver education event will consist of nearly two hours per day at speed for
each entrant on Saturday and Sunday. Friday is our annual Zone 1 Instructor Day,
including PCA National Instructor Training. This year, the entry fee will include
a Saturday evening reception with an open bar in the front of the garages. The cost
of the event is $260 per entrant.
Registration will be handled by http://clubregistration.net and Paypal
remittances. Registration opens on April 15 and closes June 4. It is sure to be a
sell-out again this year! More details can be found at http://zone1.pca.org after
April 1st.
After your registration fee is paid and your application is accepted, you will receive
a confirmation email with additional information and requirements. Please read
the email and make sure that you follow all the requirements contained in the
registration package, including a pre-event technical inspection.
If you have a Zone 1 Voucher, complete the registration and make your Paypal
payment. Upon acceptance, send your Zone 1 Voucher to the registrar and you
will receive a credit for the amount of the voucher.
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(Northern Sentinel, contined from page 23 )
ANSWERS TO U.U.O.N.P.P.S. PORSCHE HISTORY QUIZ:
1. – j.

Christophorus creator/editor Richard von Frankenburg was nicknamed
“Schreckenstein” (Schreck = terror) for his scary driving, which
eventually claimed his life.

2. – h. Keibl was a Vienna firm that produced some early 356 bodies.
3. – p. After a troubled tenure at Porsche, Ulrich Bez has done well with Aston
Martin.
4. – q. Valmet in that Finnish city enabled Porsche production to meet late-90s
demand.
5. – r.

The 917’s flat-12 engine (Type 912) has a wonderful sound.

6. – s. The Porsche Indy Car (2708) and V-12 engine for Footwork Arrows F1
(3512) were unsuccessful designs.
7. – k. Thun, Switzerland coachbuilder Beutler built its own distinctive
versions of the 356 in very limited quantities.
8. – l.

Ferdinand Porsche’s colleague Franz-Xavier Reimspiess conceived the
horizontally-opposed engine layout that first appeared in the Beetle.

9. – m. In 1956 the notorious sports-racer nicknamed “Mickey Mouse” went
over the AVUS’s South Curve banking, crashed and burned. Driver Von
Frankenburg landed in a tree and survived.
10. – n. Techniques d’Avant-Garde (TAG) honcho Mansour Ojjeh bankrolled
the Porsche engine that propelled Marlboro McLaren to the F1
Constructors’ title in 1985 and 1986.
11. – o. The October 1987 stock market crash decimated US Porsche sales, and
eventually led to CEO Peter Schutz’s firing.
12. – a. The storied 959 was originally conceived as a Group B rally car, and
revised for road use when that series was abolished.
13. – b. The Panamericana was a one-off created as a birthday gift to Ferry
Porsche. He didn’t like it.
14. – c. After World War II the Porsche firm created a Cisitalia Grand Prix car
for Piero Dusio. Proceeds from the job went to pay for the release of
Ferdinand Porsche from a French prison.
15. – f. Following World War II, Edgar Barth came from East Germany to race
Porsches with considerable success.
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16. – t. Following the 1992 departure of Arno Bohn, Porsche attempted to hire
BMW’s Wolfgang Reitzle as CEO. He declined the offer.
17. – d. The type 60K10 was built in the late ‘30s for a projected Berlin-Rome
race that never took place.
18. – e. The #42 RS-60 driven by Herrmann/Gendebien was first overall at
Sebring in 1960.
19. – g. These Porsche engineers were assigned to the flat-8 F1 engine project
in the early ‘60s.
20. – i. Famed racing photographer Julius Weitmann was a Porsche aficionado.
Score yourself five points for each correct answer; your score can then be expressed
as a percent. Hope you did well. Come spring, remember to...
Drive in its Finest Form!

2009 October Porsche Fest…What a Ride! By Carol O’Hara
Reports, deadlines, I hustle in the real world, BUT let me tell you, if you have a
deadline from our Dear Editor, man the hatches, cause thar he blows! Of course,
I’ve been trying to achieve my deadline since last November and my excuses
finally ran dry, so Happy Valentines Day, Dear Editor, You are mine!
What I started was a journal for the trip to Germany, Italy, Austrian Alps and
Switzerland for 14 days. I stayed true to the course for about four days. I was
diligent leaving nothing out from my journal from my arrival in Stuttgart meeting
30 people whom I never met from all over the US and Canada (who are stoic
during the day and come alive at night) to the finale at Oktoberfest in a beer
hall the size of a football field with no occupancy rules, waitresses carrying 10
beer steins at a clip blowing whistles to get out of their way…or else, and where
many patrons dressed in native dress. I will gloss over the facts of the case due
to my inefficiency to write like Thak & Joe and from lacking journal notes for
specifics.
We stayed at the Steigenberger Hotel Graf Zeppelin in downtown Stuttgart. The
breakfast was fantastic, a smorgasbord of every pastry, coffee, egg, you could
think of and then some. The lunch was so-so. I’m not too crazy for German pasta
and, boy, do they salt their meat. I was taking two H2O pills daily.
That next morning we went to Porsche, filled out our paperwork and retrieved our
cars (C4S), which we reserved ahead of time. Because I was solo, I did not have a
partner and paired up with a Canadian whose partner took the track option (learn
serious driving in a one-day Nürburgring Nordschlife track Driver’s Training.
He had ordered a GT3 Speed Yellow and was waiting on his car at a later time
(January 2010. I could tell that he did not want to partner with me. Apparently
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all on the bus knew I was solo and
wondered about my ability. He was
there to see if I could handle myself
on our first leg to Lake Constance, 220
Miles. By the way, any damage you do
to the car, you pay for. Porsche people
at the end of the trip closely examine
the car. My partner ticked the right
front and rear rims and it was going
to cost $1500.00. Says he, “chump
change” and immediately advised the
lead driver when it occurred.
We were put into groups based upon a
self-questionnaire rating your driving
ability. If you ordered a Turbo, it
automatically put you in the 1st group.
The groups never stayed together, as a
rule. We all had radios within our own
group for communication but that’s
another story. The 2nd group was made
up of the fast drivers whose ability
was well, unquestioned…where I put
myself…am I cocky or what? The 3rd
group was the slower drivers or whose
wives who weren’t keen on the driving
aspect and more out for the scenery.
On our way to Lake Constance we
passed Stuttgart to Ulm and south
to Füssen where we had lunch at the
foot of King Ludwig’s famous Castle:
Neuschwanstein.
We
Americans
know it as the Disney Castle because
Cinderella’s Castle was modeled after
it. The Germans in the gift shop call
it the Disney Castle, too. I went broke
there. I wasn’t going to buy a thing due
to the exchange rate, but they made it
so easy to wrap & send. I bought steins,
cowbells, shirts… I went crazy.
Did you know that each German cow
has a bell with a different bell tone?
Unfortunately, we were driving so
fast all I could do was snap pictures. I
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couldn’t hear a thing. We reached our
destination, the 5-star hotel, Baterischer
Hof right on Lake Constance. The room
decor was creamy yellow with green
velvet rugs, Louie XVth style furniture
and all with lake views nestled in the
town of Landau. Many of the buildings
had fresco paintings, cobblestone
streets and quaint boutiques. I would
go back to Landau in a heartbeat.
The next morning we drove 120 miles
to Säntis Mountain, cable carred (sic)
& ferried across Lake Constance
towards Austria, Liechtenstein and onto
Switzerland. We really looked great,
30 Porsches lined up. People behind
us thought that they were in for a long
wait, so did we, but our passports were
collected by a Porsche lead, brought
inside, stamped, and in no time we went
to Säntis Mountain. The occupancy
of the cable car was 80, packed like
sardines. Fortunately I was pushed to
the rear, enabling me to take great shots
of views I’ve never seen before, horned
sheep, even people trekking on the top.
By the way, it was at our destinations
that all three groups eventually came
together. The lunch at the summit
was an excellent sitting at ceiling to
floor glass windows showing off other
mountains covered with snow and
birds nesting. If one wanted, one could
go outside and take in the air! I took in
homemade soup, for which I gave up
my salad to get an extra bowl (If I had
my journal, I could tell you what kind).
We had to make the ferry by 5 PM or
drive home to the hotel. There was a
sailboat close to the size of a 12-meter
pulled by a Porsche Cayenne S (My,
my...) that didn’t make our ferry; we
had taken all the berths. Heads turned
and many people approached us on
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the ferry starting conversations about
the cars, where we were from, taking
pictures, especially of the Panamera
Turbo, but that’s another story.
If I win the Mega Millions, Lake Como
is where I choose to live. Our home
base was the Villa d’Este on Lake
Como. I cannot say enough about Lake
Como or this hotel: $1200.00 a night. It
had magnificent views of Lake Como
and gardens with shrubs and lawns
so manicured a lake view was not a
priority. The Porsches turned heads
in Italy more than any other country.
I think the Italians appreciate cars
with fine engineering and great lines.
The Panamera was somewhat tough
maneuvering through tiny streets and at
times waiting for cars to give us a pass.
The next day we drove to Portofino, on
the Italian Riviera, through the upper Po
valley, and the Piemonte countryside.
Talk about a hairy ride through single
mountainous terrain. We were on the
edge of what was my 1st precipice.
Portofino is a tiny, quaint village
between Monte Carlo and Cinque Terre.
It’s so tiny, cars are not allowed to drive
into town and need special permission
to park in reserved spaces. It’s a
good walk just outside of Portofino.
However, hold onto your pocketbooks,
the shops from Gucci, Louie, D & G...
and real estate shops advertising villas
starting at 3 Million were not a steal! I
found Portofino dirty and a tourist trap,
excepting Harley motorcycles (50)
revved up front side of the restaurant
where lunch was scheduled. It was a
great photo opportunity, resonating
sounds of Daytona or Le Mans.
The next day we drove 120 miles
through the most scenic parts of Lake
The Redline Report

Como, Lago Maggiore and surrounding
mountains WE crossed in and out of
Italy and Switzerland several times
ascending to a famous dam seen in a
James Bond movie. In fact, a James
Bond Dam Rally was on the schedule.
Because I was solo, I traveled in the
Panamera Turbo; three of us working
as a team.
The following day was a day off so I
rested my weary body with a hot stone
massage and then teamed up with a
couple of wives taking the water taxi
to Bellagio. There I spent the afternoon
buying again, leather and silk.
The end of a wonderful journey was
320 miles to Stuttgart on the Autobahn.
Don’t be caught in the far left lane if
you can’t keep up with the traffic. I
have bragging rights for that lane and
one doesn’t want the wrath of drivers
putting their fist to their head. It’s the
same as saying “you dumkoff,” or
giving the “bird.”
Our last experience was to the new
Porsche Museum and Porsche Factory.
We had lunch with the Porsche workers
at the Betriebskasino and afterwards
toured the factory. We also visited the
Porsche Zentrumand some “behind the
scene areas.” The assembly line had
three women, who received thumbs
up from me. Break time arrived for 2nd
shift and beer was served. We wanted
to stay and ‘chat,’ however, the line
moved forward and did not need old
duffers like us bothering them.
Well, it’s time for me to say goodbye as
the deadline has passed. Again, what a
ride, what a trip. I just purchased a new
car, it’s a _ _ _therefore I cannot afford
the trip to Prague this year.		
RL
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Die 2010 CNY, Zone 1, & PCA Kalender

MARCH
6
27

Rick Dobush/Mitch VanNordstrand Tech Session   
Charity Auction at Orchard Vali Golf Club

APRIL
3
24

John Hajny’s Tech Session
Watkins Glen Opening Weekend

MAY
1
8
15-16
22
28-30
28-31
JUNE
4-5
12
18-20
20

CNY Spring Rally
Burdick Cobweb Concours
Zone 1 Concours and Rally, Westbury, NY
Rosenblum Auto Museum Tour
Zone 1 Porsche Clash Club Race, The Glen
Rolex-Grand AM Series (Porsche Corral)
Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT
Sahlen’s Six Hours of The Glen (Porsche Corral)
Chris White’s Tech Session
Zone 1 48 Hours of Watkins Glen
EuroShow Concours - Porsche featured marque
Cazenovia, NY

JULY
3-8
2010 Porsche Parade, St. Charles, Illinois
16-18 Rolex-Grand AM Series (Porsche Corral)
New Jersey Motorsports Park, Millville, NJ
18
CNY Autocross: Tompkins Cortland Community
College, Dryden
TBA Cantech Tech Session
AUGUST
1
CNY Autocross: Tompkins Cortland Community
College, Dryden
7 or 8 CNY PCA Golf Tournament (TBA)
22
Family Picnic, Car Display & Porsche Kids’ Cross
28-29 Zone 1 Autocross - Devens, MA
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SEPTEMBER
10-12 “Gathering of the Faithful” - Vintage Weekend at
Watkins Glen
18
CNY Fall Rally
OCTOBER
1-3
CNY Fall Tour
NOVEMBER
20
Annual Business Meeting
DECEMBER
12
CNY Holiday Party at Steve & Connie Turco’s
		

CNY 2010 WINTER TECH SESSION
Mitch VanNordstrand is again this year opening his
garage to CNY members so we can learn a thing or
two about Porsches. Rick Dobush, owner and operator
of R & D Automotive (otherwise known as “The
Bavarian Rocket Scientists”), will make a presentation
and demonstration on transmissions. Mitch has a large,
heated workshop complete with a lift, wash bay and paint
booth. There will be plenty of room to gather around the
Porsches and watch and learn the process up close.

Beth and Mitch will provide a Dinosaur Bar & Grill BBQ lunch for our enjoyment
in return for a cash donation to be made to their local Food Bank. Come join
us for what promises to be a very informative and fun day!! Mitch always has
some great cars in his garage for us to look at.
WHEN: 	

March 6, 2010, Saturday      10:00 AM

WHERE: 	

Mitch VanNordstrand’s garage
40 South Lake Road, DeRuyter

WHAT: 	

Tech Session by Rick Dobush, owner of R & D Automotive. Rick
will disassemble and reassemble 2 Porsche transmissions—a 915
911 gearbox and a 901 914 gear box. As always, he will be happy
to answer all our questions.

LUNCH:

Beth and Mitch will provide* a Dinosaur BBQ lunch, in return
for a cash donation to their local Food Bank. In addition, and in
CNY’s new tradition of helping out in a difficult economy, please
bring a non-perishable food item for the Food Pantry.
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RSVP:

Please let Beth and Mitch know if you plan to attend so they can
make arrangements with Dinosaur Bar & Grill for your delicious
BBQ lunch. E-mail Mitch at internaut2002@yahoo.com or call
him at 315 852-1133.

DONATION: *Cash Donation for lunch is requested. All donations will be
forwarded to the DeRuyter Food Bank.
DIRECTIONS:
From Syracuse - Go to Route 80 in Tully and head East towards Fabius. Go
past Togenberg and past Highland Forest. At the next intersection (a 4-way stop),
turn Right onto DeRuyter Road. Stay on this road past the lake. On your left as
you near the end of the lake, there will be a falling-down barn. Take the next left
onto South Lake Road. Go past Middle Lake Road on your right. You will pass
2 houses on the right. The next driveway on the right is ours. Watch for 2 large
boulders with pine trees & 2 large red barns. Go to the second barn--the big one.
From Binghamton (South) -- Take Route 81 North to the Cortland Exit for
Route 13. Turn Right on Route 13 North. Stay on Route 13 past Truxton and into
DeRuyter. In DeRuyter, turn left to stay on Route 13. As you go out of DeRuyter
past the Big M Market, take the next Left onto Middle Lake Road. Go to the end
of this road and turn Right onto South Lake Road. You will pass 2 houses on the
right. The next driveway on the right is ours. Watch for the 2 large boulders with
pine trees and 2 large red barns. Go to the second barn--the biggest one.
From Ithaca -- Take Route 13 to Cortland and follow the directions above.
Need Help: Call Mitch at 315 852-1133

CNY PCA 2010 CHARITY AUCTION and DINNER
One of the most fun and entertaining events of the year is our annual Charity
Auction and Dinner. The purpose of the evening is serious. We raise money for
a worthy local charity. The way we go about it is hilarious!
Anyone who has ever attended this event will agree that the best part of the
evening, in addition to the Porsche camaraderie, is our “in-house” masters of
ceremony, auctioneers and entertainers, Mike Darminio and Chuck Gladle!
Everyone brings something to auction. Some are serious, some…not so much!
We get a little of everything. It really doesn’t matter what you bring—someone
will buy it. Remember: “One person’s trash is another person’s treasure!” It
can be old, it can be new. It can be Porsche related—or not. We have had kitchen
gadgets, wine, tapestries, Porsche afghans, gift baskets, jackets, used Porsche
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parts, tires, an exercise machine, a tea service, jewelry, gems, books, posters,
Porsche quilts, oil paintings, mufflers, lamps, neon signs, baked goods—just
about everything! This year we have advance confirmation of two items of special
interest: A Porsche 944 car cover and 18 holes of golf for 4 people at Orchard Vali
Golf Club donated by our host venue.
Our chosen charity is selected by our Charity Committee. Cathie White, Chairperson
of the Committee, will announce our 2010/2011 charity at the event.
We have a new, larger location this year to better accommodate us. Check it out
at www.orchardvali.com. The food is excellent; the Porsche camaraderie is the
best!
CNY PCA 2010 CHARITY AUCTION AND DINNER
When:
March 27
		

5:00 PM Cocktails (cash bar) and wonderful appetizers
6:00 PM Dinner

Where:

Orchard Vali Golf Club
4693 Route 20
LaFayette, NY

What:

Fun filled evening of Porsche camaraderie, fine Dining, auction for
charity and lots of laughs.

Dinner:

Buffet includes fresh garden salad served at your table, chef-carved
roast beef, marinated chicken breast, meatballs, sausage, garlic mashed
potatoes, rigatoni in vodka sauce, garden vegetables du jour, assorted
fresh rolls, dessert, coffee and tea.

Cost:

$25.00 per person, tax and gratuity included.

RSVP:

Please let Cathie know if you plan to attend by March 20 at Cathie@
cathiewhite.com or leave a message at (315) 636-7188.
Auction: Please bring items to be auctioned. They can be anything--Porsche
related, household items, parts, services, gift certificates, wine, hot dog
roasters, baked goods, car magazines, books, posters, oil—it doesn’t
matter! Whatever it is, our auctioneers will find a good home for it!
Please bring a non-perishable food item for the local Food Bank.
We anticipate this year’s Charity Banquet to be our best ever. Please join your
CNY friends for this very worthwhile and fun evening!!
Directions: Take Route 81 to Exit 15/LaFayette. Follow Route 20 west for 4
miles. Orchard Vali is on the right side of the road.
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TECH SESSION AT REDLINE RENNSPORT SERVICES
John Hajny, CNY Chief Instructor and proprietor of Redline Rennsport Services
will open his shop again to our members for a Tech Session. John says:
“This tech session will offer the opportunity to ask any questions about anything
related to Porsches, their maintenance, and driving, both on the street and the track.
Anyone with Drivers Education questions in mind should be prepared to offer them
up for discussion as there will not only be many other people likely interested in
the same information, but many experienced instructors in attendance.
As always at my place, the focus is on track preparation and few topics spark
more debate and interest than roll cages. We will have two Porsches undergoing
cage construction. If you have ever wondered how all that mass of tubing turns
into a REAL safety cage, this is your chance.”
The driving season will be upon us before we know it! Plan to attend this
informative presentation so you can be ahead of the curve when you get your
Porsche back on the road!
TECH SESSION AT REDLINE RENNSPORT SERVICES
WHEN: April 3, 2010 Saturday 12:00 Noon*
*Plan to arrive early to look around and chat.
WHAT:

Porsche Tech Session on Roll cage construction—there will be two
Porsches in shop under safety cage construction. General conversation,
questions and answers on any subject of interest to the group.

Cost:

$5.00 each for locally famous “Nirchi’s Pizza,” munchies and
beverages.

Bring:

A lawn chair if you want to sit down and a non-perishable food or
supply item to donate to the local Food Bank.
Please email John at redl944@stny.rr.com so we have a count for
food.

RSVP:

DIRECTIONS to REDLINE Rennsport – Take Route 17 (86) to the Greater
Binghamton area. From Route 17 (86), take exit 67S - Vestal to State Route 26S.
My shop is approximately 3 miles on the right. First blinking light at Hazel Drive.
Second at top of large hill – Pierce Hill Rd. 3rd blinking light, SLOW DOWN.
My shop is just past this intersection on the right. VanDervort Service Center
(1694 Route 26, Vestal, NY.)(White building on right, 3 bay wash, 3 bay repair,
used cars...). My shop is in the North end of the adjacent tan building. Brown
pedestrian door and overhead doors. No sign, no windows, no phone. Only cool
cars and motorheads!
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OPENING WEEKEND

WATKINS GLEN INTERNATIONAL RACE TRACK
We have a new opportunity this year. For anyone who has not actually driven on
the Watkins Glen International Race Track, here is your chance!
Watkins Glen International hosts a weekend event designed to introduce automotive
fans to the inner workings of this famous racecourse. It provides an opportunity
to drive 3 paced laps on the historic track currently home to SCCA, NASCAR,
IRL, ROLEX and GRAND AM races. You will be able to purchase professional
pictures of you and your Porsche on the track, take photos in the Gatorade Victory
Lane and purchase 2010 race tickets and track merchandise.
Our CNY members will be escorted onto the track as one group for our 3 laps.
Please let me know at gladleja@aol.com if you are interested in participating in
this unique event. CNY members will meet and tour to the track and take our laps
together as a club.
CNY at WATKINS GLEN INTERNATIONAL OPENING WEEKEND
When:

Saturday, April 24

Where:

Watkins Glen International Race Track, Watkins Glen, NY

What:

Spend the day with hundreds of interesting car enthusiasts and
their cars. Take 3 paced laps of the 3.5 mile internationally-known
course, check out the facility from top to bottom, buy 2010 tickets,
pictures and merchandise.

Cost:

$25.00 (WGI fee)

Interested? Please let me know at gladleja@aol.com.
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2010 CNY PCA SPRING RALLY
Good Day Porsche Pushers! Our time to drive our porsches has arrived and to kick
off our driving events for 2010, Jeff Turco is hosting our annual Spring Rally.
Jeff promises a fun and interesting rally through the hills and valleys of Tompkins
County. No tricks, no detours, no dirt roads - just a great drive through the
countryside!
Our rally will end at a local restaurant where we can quench our thirst and our
hunger and find out how well we followed the rally directions.

2010 CNY PCA SPRING RALLY
WHEN:

May 1, 2010  11:00AM Registration     
11:30 PM First Car Off

WHERE:

The Rally will start at the Dunkin’ Donuts
36 North Street (Route 13)
Dryden, NY

See map at:
http://www.mapquest.com/listings/Dunkin’_Donuts_Dryden_
NY_25885006?placement=results_org_map
COST:

$10.00 per car.

BRING:

Clipboard, paper and pencil or pen.
A non-perishable food item for the local Food Bank.

RALLY’S END:

A1 Pizzeria in Dryden. If you can’t make the rally,
come on down and socialize after it’s over.

QUESTIONS:

Contact Jeff at (607) 844-8191 or e-mail to
jturco@twcny.rr.com

Jeff promises that “you will enjoy some pretty countryside scenery and windy
Porsche roads.” So do come out and join the fun!!
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Porsche to be the Featured Marque at Eurocar 2010
Porsche will be the featured marque at the 2010 Eurocar Show on Father’s Day,
June 20th, at Lorenzo State Park in Cazenovia, NY. There will be three judging
classes suitable for Porsches to accommodate all models and years, plus classes
for VW beetles and other German cars. The show also will have displays of
automotive-related memorabilia and vendors for food, car parts and other items.
CNY PCA members who are not participating in the 48 Hours of Watkins Glen on
that day are encouraged to participate in this event. Additional information and a
pre-registration form will be included in the April Redline Report.
The MG Car Club of CNY requests assistance from CNY PCA members. There
is a need for sponsors ($50-$500), door prizes (a good way to re-gift unwanted
Christmas presents), items for goodie bags (discount coupons, pens, etc.) and
workers on the show field (car parkers, judges, clean up). Anyone who wants to be
a sponsor, donor or worker please contact Dick Jeffers (dickjeffers@juno.com).

Porsches at the 2007 Eurocar Show in Cazenovia;
Photo courtesy of Dick Jeffers
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The Redline Market
The Redline Market is a free service offered to PCA members. Ads will run for
two issues. A $10 fee is required to continue the ad an additional two issues. A
$10 fee/issue is also required for all non-Porsche related ads or for ads placed by
non-PCA members. All continuing ads must be resubmitted before the 10th of the
month preceding the next issue. The maximum length is 50 words and all sales
ads must include an asking price(s). Send your ads to REDLINE REPORT, c/o
Skip Testut, 873 Taughannock Blvd., Ithaca, NY 14850.
FOR SALE: PORSCHE 1967 thru 1973 MINT, original color sales brochures:
911, 912, 924, 930, 944, 968, 993, Boxster, full line, $25 each. 1974 through 2005,
$15 each. Specify year/model. Add $4.95 shipping. Have literature other imports,
worldwide. WANTED: 1970s thru 1990s Porsche large format calendars, any
quantity. Walter Miller, 6710 Brooklawn, Syracuse, NY 13211 315-432-8282
FAX 315-432-8256. Email: info@autolit.com www.autolit.com (2)
FOR SALE: 1989 911 Turbo Coupe, paint to sample Ferrari “Fly Yellow,” black
all-leather interior, 62000 miles, only year 5 speed, 3.3 liter 282 HP, 100% original
paint, no accidents or any paint work, (3) owner history, limited slip, sport seats
(heated), books, records, $54,900.00. Contact Mark Barrett 607-327-0261 (1)
FOR SALE: Colgan Porsche Bra. Black 2-piece bra with 2 mirror covers. Fits
a 2005 911S (997). Used once. Buyer pays shipping. $135.00 new Selling for
$70.00. Call Les Lewis (607-346-1202) Horseheads, NY (1)

EXCLUSIVE CNY PCA APPAREL
In conjunction with HackerThreads in Binghamton, NY, CNY PCA clothing can
be ordered from our CNY web site at: www.cnypca.org. You will be directed
from the CNY web site through a link to the HackerThreads where you can order
your apparel directly from them.
Currently available are denim long-sleeved shirts, long-sleeved tee shirts in white
and black and polo shirts in white and black. This project is just in its beginning
stages. More items will be added as we progress.

64

The Redline Report

March/April 2010

NICK ORSO’S
BODY SHOP AND SERVICE CENTER

“THE FINEST IN COLLISION REPAIR”

638 WEST GENESEE STREET

syRACUSE, nEW yORK 13204
COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE - 24 HR. TOWING
alignment and suspension repair
SUBSTITUTE VEHICLES

LOCAL CALLS 471-85-21
tOLL FREE 24-7 at 1-877-NICK ORSO (642-5677)

NOW OFFERING NITROGEN TIRE INFLATION
AND SONIC WHEEL BALANCING
see www.nitrofillnow.com for details
Free nick orso auto club memebership!!!

visit us on the web
WWW.nickorso.com

QUESTIONS OR CONTACT US BY EMAIL…
nickorso@gmail.com
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c/o Skip Testut, Editor
873 Taughannock Blvd.
Ithaca, NY 14850
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